1 st for HIGH-PERFORMANCE SOUND & VISION Sony Blu 



Cutting the cost of 
top-end thrills 

p62 



Exclusive DIYCINEMA...INASHED! UK’S BEST STREAMER 
CHEAPEST 1080P PROJECTOR EVER FIGHT CLUB’S BLU-RAY SECRETS 



MEGATEST 

Wharfedale 5.1 
sub/sats fight to 
be the best p88 
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HI-DEF STAR WARS! BEST OF JAMES CAMERON 
THE WIZARD OF OZ & GONE WITH THE WIND REMASTERED 


9 771359"627088 l 


From LED to Net TV 
we reveal the sets 
with wow factor 


\ HOT HD 

The month’s 
must-see 
Blu-ray releases 
reviewed and 
i rated p!07 


Power up! 

Onkyo’s TX-NR807 
THX receiver 
breathes life 
into movies 



























The power of High Definition can move you like nothing 
else. But at high speeds, objects can become blurred 
and your experience less vivid. 

6GGHz processing delivers unrivalled clarity, even at full 
speed. It's this technology that features in all 11 of the 
new Viera NeoPDP televisions, including the ultra-slim Z1 
and best-selling GIG. And because they all come with 
Freesat HD, you can even watch High Definition 
programmes subscription-free. 

Because motion clarity matters, 

EVERYTHING MATTERS. 


Find the right 
Viera for you at 
panasonic.co.uk/viera600 

0844 844 3852 


freesat HD 
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WELCOME 


Televisions are changing... again. Just as we were 
getting used to the current flatscreen landscape, 
a new generation of superscreens has marched onto 
the High Street, threatening to make regular sets look 
as exciting as a copy of last week’s TV Times. With cutting-edge 
features such as LED backlighting for better picture quality and 
internet TV with multimedia networking, these displays demand 
to be auditioned. That’s why this issue we compare the latest 
models that push the boundaries of TV reception (p26) and 
go in-depth with Sharp’s scintillating new LED 
bigsereen, the LC52LE700E (p52). Elsewhere you’ll find an 
exclusive interview with Ren Klyce, the award-winning sound 
designer of Fight Club, about the upcoming 10th Anniversary 
Edition Blu-ray (p24), and an in-depth test of the latest 
heavyweight THX receiver from Onkyo, the TX-NR807 (p70). 

The world of home entertainment tech moves at a cracking 
pace. To ensure that you keep up to speed, subscribe to Home 
Cinema Choice. For our latest promotional offer, turn to pi04. 



Enjoy the show! 


TEAM HCC 


vl-teue 


jufvtf may; 

The UK’s mast experienced k 
AV Editor with 20+ years as K 
aCE journo on his clock 


Anton van Beek: f 

News Ed Anton began his I 
pro-vi d eoph i le career over ^ 
a decade ago 


Mark Craven: 

HCCs Production Editor can 
write shorthand-he cant 
read it, though 




Rik Henderson: 

HCfs DepEd is an AV 
and videogames nut - and 
former TV presenter 


Chris Jenkins: 

Our ISF-calibrated Tech 
Labs manager is the former 
Editor of Total DVD mag 


John Rook: 

Art Editor John first worked 
on HOC back in 1999, when 
TVs were made of wood 
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BULLETIN 

The place for hot products, trends 
and technology. Starts... p7 

08 Sony’s First Freesat 

Trio of Freesat Bravias launched 

09 Philips iPlayer tease 

BBC catch-up service coming to Net TVs? 

10 His master's cinema 

HMV launches new digital cinema concept 

14 Whole lotta Loewe 

High-end brand bucks economic trend 
with new stores and premium AV system 

FEATURES 

In-depth interviews and special 
reports. Starts... p24 

ErPfr 24The first rule of Fight 
Club is... 

Listen to the audio! The film s sound 
designer RenKlyce explains why 

26 Joining the Net set 

Which big-brand TV manufacturer is 
making the best use of online technology? 

40Theimaginator 

Hollywood heavyweight James Cameron 
collected on DVD and Blu-ray 

INSTALLS 

Planning a home cinema? Then this 
is the place to be... p37 

38 Home tech 

All the latest news from the world 
of custom installs 

44 Hi-tech house 

An awe-inspiring smart-home project with 
a cinema room to die for 

46 Certified: AV-holic! 

Another HCC reader shares the secrets 
behind his AV setup 



Marantz unleashes stunning slim-line AVR and 
matching entry-level Blu-ray player 



TECH LABS 


CO-STARRING 



kers 


great 

small 


Looking for a home cinema 
speaker system? We put four 
affordable 5.1 packages 
through their paces in 
the HCC Test Labs (p88)... 
KEFKHT2005.3 K1 
Monitor Audio Vector AV 
Tannoy Mercury F-Custom 
Wharfedale Diamond 10 HCP 



Our guarantee to you: 

Equipment reviewed in Home Cinema 
Choice is measured and quantified by 
Future Tech Labs, which for more than 
15 years has set the standard for 
independent AV test & measurement. 

Th efindi ngs of the Tec h Labs a re used 
to underpin the subjective opinions of our 
Reviews team, ensuring that you receive 
the best-possible advice when it comes 
to planning your next purchase 



This issue's team of expert writers are the best quali fied in the business 

Martin Pipe: Richard Stevenson: 

Technologyspecialist ■ JH Industry veteran and former 
Martin co-developed HCCs T , W Editor of UK CE trade 

Tech Lab operatic n * M journal. ERT 


Adam Rayner: 

The UK's foremost expert in 
extreme audio writes about 
bass, hi-fi and cartoons 



Jim Hill: 

Apple fanatic Hill isthe 
former editor of T3 Home 
and a What Hi-Fi escapee 



Jon Thompson: 

Post-production specialist 
whose credits include 
Casino Royale and Kill Bill 


John Archer: 

The UK's most experienced 
TV tester cut his teeth as an 
early HCC staffer 
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PLAYBACK 

HCCs hardware experts cast 
a critical eye over the latest DVD 
andBlu-ray titles... pi 07 

108 Transformers: Revenge 
of the Fallen (bd) 

109 District 13: Ultimatum 

(BD) 




110 


111 

113 


Public Enemies: 

Special Edition (dvd) 

Bruno (DVD) 

The Hangover (dvd) 

Ice Age 3: Dawn of the 
Dinosaurs (bd) 

Gone with the Wind: 
70th Anniversary 
Collector’s Edition (bd) 

Blood: The Last 
Vampire (dvd) 

Land of the Lost (dvd) 

Year One (bd) 

The Wizard ofOz: 

Si ng-A long- Edit ion (bd) 

Star Wars: The Clone 
Wars - Season One (bd) 

The Prisoner: The 
Complete Series cbd> 

Devil May Cry: The 
Animated Series (bd) 

Smallville: The 
Complete Eighth 
Season (bd) 

Sanctuary: The 
Complete First Season 

(DVD) 

Fight Club: 10th 
Anniversary Edition (bd) 

(BD) 

Trick ‘rTreat(BD) 
Gremlins (bd) 

Dawn of the Dead (bd) 


104 

Subscribe! 

Save money 
on the world’s 
best AV mag and 
get a free energy- 
saving One For All 
remote control 



REVIEWS 

With a focus on performance, these 
are in-depth tests you can trust... p51 

52 Sharp LC52LE7000E 4H 

Sharp brings LED-back lighting tech to its 
affordable LCD TV range 

58 Teufel System 5 THX 
Select2 

Getting to grips with the world's first THX 
Select2 speaker package 

62SonyBDP-S760 

The Japanese giant goes back-to-basics 
with its latest Blu-ray player 

64 HD Digitech HDX-1000 

Has HD Digitech delivered the first 
cinephile-grade multimedia streamer? 

68 Optoma HD20 

New projector guarantees bigscreen thrills 
from a small budget 

70 Onkyo TX-NR8Q7 jpg 

Feature-rich AVR offers Dolby ProLogic Hz 
and Audyssey DSX for less than £1,000 

74 Pioneer BDP-LX52 

Mid-range Blu-ray player with innovative 
multichannel PQLS technology 

78 Sony KDL-37S550Q 

Bravia goes budget with this 37in LCD, but 
has it lost something along the way? 

81 Packard Bell I max 
Mini N3600 

Diminutive media PC that can be clamped 
to the back of a monitor 

81 Sharp HT-SB200 

This compact 2.1 soundbar proves a good 
fit for smaller fiatpanel TVs 

82 Genelec 6010A/5040A 
Sat/Sub 

Pro audio wizard Genelec unleashes its 
diminutive active sub/sat system 

84 Q Acoustics Q-TV2 

Enhance your flatscreen TVs audio 
performance with this sonic shroud 

84XTZ Room Analyzer 

Simple-to-use tool for improving your 
system's low-frequency performance 

PLUS... 

119 Feedback 

For comments on tech developments, 
system problems, or plain old 
moaning, there's no better venue! 

125 Select 

The ultimate guide to the UK’s best 
AV gear. Peruse then choose! 

146 Next Issue 

The tinniest 5.1 system in the world? 

Wow at Waterfalls glass sub/sats,„ 
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Looking for the best 
Home Cinema? 


There is only one place in the UK 
you can find it. 



_ rHJ 

1 flV +-■ 


PH 
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Hear Your Films as the Director Intended 

At Gecko, our house system ts M&K's legendary 150 speakers, 
as used by Warner Bros, 20th Century Fox, Paramount, 
Universal, Dolby, Lucasfilm, THX, DTS, DreamWorks, Sony 
Pictures and Disney. Using these same speakers in your home 
will perfectly reproduce what the director intended and at a 
fraction of the price of other alternatives. 


Compare the Latest Projection Technology 

Gecko's showroom is the only place where you can compare 
all the latest projection and screen technologies from Runco, 
Stewart and Screen Research as well as far more affordable 
alternatives from JVC, Epson and VuTec. You'll be shocked at 
what you see and what you'll save! 


Professional Room Design 

Over half of what you hear from any system is created by the 
acoustic of the listening room, so room design is an integral 
part of any system we create. Our acousticians design over 30 
rooms a month and have the experience to ensure that your 
room has the perfect acoustics to let your system shine. 


The World's Finest Surround System 

Finally, our facilities are the only place in the UK where you 
can hear the world's finest home cinema system. Steinway 
LyngdorPs surround systems are unique in being able to 
perfectly reproduce the full resolution of high definition 
surround formats. 


To experience the extraordinary contact Gecko on 0845 262 2882 
www.geckohomecinema.com 



www.ffMdoms.ntt ft www.Joumal-plaza.ntt 
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-♦News highlights PHILIPS TEASES iPLAYER Catch-up service expected to join 
Net TV platform SKINNY TV Samsung makes 3.9mm LCD LOEWE LAUNCH £20K Reference 
system unveiled SONY CHANGES TUNER Freesat HD Bravia LCDs announced THE HURT LOCKER 
Explosive Gulf War thriller arrives on BD DEMO’D One-stop guide to the best bits of Fast & Furious 


System addict 

Marantz NR1501AVR/BD5004 BLu-ray player www,m a ran tz.com 




Feast your eyes on this brand-new slimline AV 
receiver and Blu-ray deck from high-end favourite 
Marantz. Despite its compact size, the NR1501 AVR 
still packs 7 x 50W amplification, Dolby TrueHD 
and DTS-HD MA decoding and four HDMI inputs. 
The matching BD5004 BD player features 36bit 
DeepColour support, Burr Brown 24bit/192kHz 
audio DACsand DivX HD/ AVCHDcompatibility. 
They retail for a very tempting 
£450 each. 


Online*.. 

Looking for breaking AV news, 
blogs, features, & reviews? 

For your daily fix visit us at 

www.homednemachoice.com 

Follow us on Twitter @hccmag 
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Teufel System 8THX Ultra2 
5.1 speaker system 
£2,700 approx 


If you want to marry your new 
flat screen to high-quality 
surround sound, check out 
the latest addition to Teufel's 
THX-branded lineup of 
complete 5.1 speaker packages. 
It might be the smallest THX 
Ultra 2 system in the world, 
but, says the German brand, 
its 500W subwoofer 'exceeds 
the most demanding 
THX Ultra2 requirements, 1 


Sony’s first Freesat 

Sony Bravia Z5800 * www.sonyxo.uk 

Sony has plunged into the world of Freesat HD with its 
25800 range of Bravia LCD TVs. Available now in 
40in, 46in and 52in flavours (priced between 
£1,600 and £2,500), the screens offer plenty 
of features on top of the built-in Freesat tuner, 
including Motionflow200Hz, Bravia Engine 
3 processing, a claimed 100,000:1 
dynamic contrast ratio, and Eco 
features that reduce power 
consumption compared to 
previous models by 30 per 
cent. Check back next 
issue for a full review. 
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BLu-ray jukebox 

Fed up of having to 
get up and change 
discs in your BLu-ray 
player? Well, help is 
on the way in the 
form of Sony’s BDP-CX7OG0ES. 

Due to hit retail early next year 
(price around £700) this so-called 
'mega-changer 1 is designed to house 
an entire movie and music collection - 
well, 400 Blu-ray/DVD/CDs. As with 
other players in Sony’s ES range, the 
CX7000ES features Precision Cinema 
HD Upscale, HD Reality Enhancer and 
Super Bitmapping technologies, plus 
support for HD audio codecs. 


Scene stealer 

Optoma continues 
to develop its 
ThemeScene DLP 
projector range with 
the HD86, This Full 
HD PJ offers full lens shift for easy 
installation, and the second generation 
of the brand's Pure mot ion 2 fra me 
interpolation technology Other 
high Lights include a customisable colour 
management system, triple HDMI 
inputs and a pair of 12V triggers. 

The HD36 is available with a choice of 
optical lenses - standard, Long-throw 
and short-throw (priced £3,300, £3,700 
and £4,200 respectively). 


Taking aim at the 
mid-range 

Yamaha has a new 
AVR looking to carve 
I itself a niche in the 
3 competitive 

performance market. 
The seven-channel RX-V2065 receiver 
features 5-in/2-out HDM I, ultra-low 
jitter circuitry for accurate audio 
reproduction, YPAO (Yamaha 
Parametric Room Acoustic 
Optimisation) sound opti miser, 
proprietary Yamaha Cinema DSP 3D 
audio processing and all-new 
easy-to-use GUI and network 
functions. Priced at £1,100, 




Philips makes iPlayer tease 

Catch-up service expected to feature on Net TVs within a year 



Philips’ Senior Director of Net TV, Robert 
Timmer, has revealed to HCC that he’d be 'very 
disappointed' if BBC’s iPlayer service wasn't 
added to the brand T s networking platform within 
the next twelve months. 

In an exclusive interview, Timmer revealed 
how close the Dutch TV manufacturer is to taking 
its Net TV feature to the next level, and stealing 
a march on its Far Eastern rivals. 

At !FA, we showed catch-up TV services from 
the German channels ARD and ZDF, with whom 
we have worked this out already,’ said Timmer, 
Those services are available now, and we are 
talking to the main broadcasters across Europe 
- including ones in the UK - to get their services 
on Net TV as well. That includes the BBC.’ 

When asked if HCC readers could expect 
iPlayer-touting Philips LCDs within the year, 
Timmer said: 'If it doesn’t happen within that 
timeframe, I would be very disappointed. It’s very 
obvious that services Like catch-up TV, and for 
that matter anything else video-related, are very 
well appreciated by consumers. 


'Internet on TV is here to 
stay 1 believes Philips' 
Robert Timmer 


Philips’ Net TV portal is, of 
course, aLready present on the 
brand's 9000, 8000 and 21:9 
series screens (see p26 for more), and currently 
offers an in-built Opera browser, tunin.fm radio, 
plus dedicated apps including YouTube and eBay. 
Yet Philips is gearing up to an Apple-style 
open-arms policy toward content providers, 
meaning an explosion of services is Likely. 

'It’s very labour-intensive to work with content 
and service providers, because you have to go out 
and work almost at a personal leveL with each 
one,’ says the Philips chief. ’In our next phase 
we wilL make our Net TV software development 
kit publicly available. That basicaLLy means 
that content service providers - commercial 
or community - can make a service for Net TV 
without first talking to us’ 

/ * There will be quality control, 
1 though - 'they have to make 
sense to the consumer and 
have to work properly’ - and 
se rvi c e s w i i L be a b Le t o b e 
add e d as f avo u r i t e s, c r b l o c ke d 
off entirely if you wish. 

So, does Timmer envisage 
a time when every f iatscreen 
TV in Philips' range will have 
• Net TV built into it? 'Let's put 

it this way,’ begins the reply, 

’We are day-to-day 
strengthening our beLief that 
internet on TVs is here to stay. 
Logically, that wouLd mean 
that all TVs would be internet- 
connected, just as PCs are.’ 


Net TV 


moving 

forward 




Stargate Universe 
(Sky One HD) 

I % I, 

IL ±. _ 

V 

1 ■ V 1 

; v ■» v ■ 
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Dickens 1 A Christmas Carol given 
a 21st century twist. Good, honest 
lightweight stuff. Mark Craven 


Freddy Vs Jason 

Region B BD) 


Watching two horror icons knock 
skulls has never looked or sounded 
this good, Anton vanBeek 


If you missed this, watch it on 
iPlayer, It reveals why Britain leads 
the world in design, John Rook 


Dubbingthis intelligent sci-fi 
series the new Lost is wholly 
inaccurate. It’s much better! 
Rik Henderson 


Playlist... 

Team HCC reveals 
its Playback picks 
of the last month 


This new gritty spin-off series 
Looks nice in HD but does it work? 
The jury’s out,,. Stove May 
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Demo'd! 

This issue, the AV 
highlights of... Fast & 
Furious on Blu-ray 

Rock and roll 


06.35; An attempt at hijacking 
oil tankers goes horribly out of 
control, culminating with a 
flaming tanker barrelling across 
the screen from left-to-right. 
Unsurprisingly it's a sequence 
rich with big bass and superb 
positional audio, 

Crash and burn 

1 


2109: When Vin Diesel's 
drift-racing guru visits the site 
of a fatal car crash and starts 
piecing together the events 
leading to it you’re treated to an 
impressive piece of vehicular 
mayhem packed with high- 
impact DTS-HD MA 5J sonics.... 

Great balls of fire 


1 



58.15: This nighttime chase 
across the US-Mexico border 
showcases the VC-12,40:1 
encoded excellent shadow detail 
and black levels - and it all 
comes to a visuaily-spectacular 
conclusion courtesy of an 
eye-searing explosion. 


Pole position 



60.00; F&Fs final car chase 
looks sensational no matter how 
chaotic the action gets, lt 5 s a 
masterpiece of sound design, 
too. Whack up your amp and 
hold on to yoursofai 




His master’s cinema 

HMV and Curzon Artificial Eye launch digital theatre concept 



screens. And the 
tech is changing 
so fast- as soon 
as you do one thing something else comes along. 
So we’re just concentrating on what works and 
what we already use in our existing cinemas' 


Simon Fox (with 
the HMV dog) 
and Philip 
Knatchbuil 


The end of October saw the opening of the 
hmvcurzon cinema in the heart of Wimbledon, 
described as an attempt to bring ‘quality 
cinema and entertainment to the heart of 
local communities. 1 

The trendsetting partnership between High 
Street retailer HMV and cinema operator/film 
distributor Curzon Artificial Eye is attempting 
to deliver a whole new film-going experience by 
integrating digital cinemas into space tied to 
existing branches of the film and music retailer. 

If the idea sounds a little mad, the execution is 
simply faultless. Popping along to the Wimbledon 
launch, HCC was bowled over by the way in which 
the three-screen digital cinema and adjoining 
Licensed cafe has been so seam less Ly integrated 
into the existing store. 

HMV Group chief executive Simon Fox shares 
our enthusiasm. If you'd seen this area six months 
ago, it Literally was a dusty old storeroom and 
I think the transformation is unbelievable. 

We never used this second floor at all. 

This stores makes about half of its 
money on DVD sales, so 
we know we’re already 
attracting film-Lovers', 

Just as inviting as the 
bar area, the three screens 
(with a combined total of 
263 seats) use cutting- 
edge Barco Christie digital 
projectors to deliver a 
first-rate movie experience, 
l We use2K models,' 
reveais Philip KnatchbuIt, 
the Chief Executive of Curzon 
Artificial Eye, ‘We did look at 
4K projectors, but i don't think 
that it was necessary when 
you’ve got the intimacy of 
these small [4m x 2.5m] 


A new era 

HMV bigwig Fox thinks that the entire hmvcurzon 
experience could be just the kind of thing to 
tempt back home cinema fanatics whose faith 
in cinema-going has been eroded over the years. 
l For many people, the only option in their 
vicinity is an out-of-town multiplex on a retail 
park. The whole idea of this concept is to bring 
comfortable, quality cinema to town centres, 
with a licensed bar, 
sandwiches, coffee. 

‘HopefulLy, by improving 
the environment - and 
indeed the range of films 
we show - we may convince 
some HCC readers to come 
back to the cinema.' 

Despite this ambition, 
there’s no word yet on 
a further rollout 
hmvcurzon cinemas, 
HCC was only toLd by 
Fox and Knatchbuil that 
if the Wimbledon trial 
proves successful then 
they wilL start to identify 
of her appropriate HMV 
Locations across the UK. 



Return of the 
uber geek 

H Qu ent i n Ta rantino's 
biggest grossing film, 
ingiourious Basterds, 
will be hoping for 
even more success 
when it arrives on DVD and Blu-ray in 
the UK on December 7, courtesy of 
Universal Pictures. In terms of extras, 
the DVD offers up three alternate/ 
extended scenes, trailers and the full 
cut ofthefilm-within-a-film/Vatron’s 
Pride. The BD has an additional 
roundtable discussion, interviews, 
poster galLery and a look at the original 
ItaLian movie inglorious Bastards. 


Alien Nation 

2009 has been a 
cracking year for sci-fi 
films, with the likes of 
indie hit Moon and 
blockbuster reboot 
Star Trek proving there's plenty of life 
left in the genre. HCCs favourite, 
though, was Neill Blomkamp’s 
sensational District 9, which Sony 
Pictures is bringing to the UK on 28 
December on both DVDand Biu-ray 
platters. DVD extras include a 
three-part doc and chat track, while the 
BDadds Sony's impressive Movie IQ 
mode, BD-LiveCinechat feature and 
five additional mini docs. 


Just for laughs 

Adam Sandier 

I tries h is hand at 

I something a little 
K. more serious than 

usuaLinJudd 
Apatovs Funny People. Starring 
alongside Apatow regular Seth Rogen, 
Sandler playsa terminaily-iLL stand-up 
comic trying to take his life more 
seriously. Universal Pictures is bringing 
an extended cut of the flick to R2 DVD 
and Region B BDon January 18. with 
copious extras including deleted scenes, 
a commentary, featurettes and pLenty 
of BD exclusives (including stand-up 
material from SandLer and Rogen). 
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DENON 


AWARD/ Product 

v .* 2009-2010 


HT RECEIVER 


Demon AVR-1910 


Experience 

v^Tnew dimension in 

x \ ...». _ 

Home Cinema 



AVR-1910 High Definition AV receiver I DBP-2010 Blu-ray Player // This mighty duo offers three out¬ 
standing characteristics that will lift you up to a new dimension of home cinema: More than 50 experts of 
the renowned EISA Awards Jury have voted the AVR-1910 to be the best home theatre receiver 2009-2010, 
its Dolby Pro Logic Hz sound program supports two additional front height speakers to deliver an even more 
spacial surround experience. And last but not least: the DBP-2010 offers BD Profile 2.0 f multiple format 
playback as well as leading edge 10-bit video processing to get the most even out of your old DVDs. Go and 
visit this show first at your local retailer or www.denon.co.uk 



Best Home Cinema Receiver 2009-2010 
Denon AVR-1910 


Denon is a trademark or registered trademark of D&M Holdings. Inc. 
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After six years in the wilderness 
(well, making short movies and 
TV shows) director Kathryn 
Bigelow (Point Break) returned 
to cinema screens in the 
Summer with her sensational 
Gulf-war thriller The Hurt Locker. 
Following the nail-biting exploits 
of a US bomb-disposal squad 
working in Iraq, the movie comes 
to DVD and Blu-ray in the UK 
on December 28, accompanied 
by behind-the-scenes footage, 
cast/crew interviews 
and a lossless 
DTS-HD 5.1 mix. 











Dedicated adj. devoted wholly to a 
special purpose 



WHAT HI FI? 

SOUND ANN VISION 

AWARDS 2007 


1DIIHS 1W> VISION 

AWARDS 2000 


What you warn above all from a 5.1 surround sound system is accuracy - and that depends on the quality of your centre 
speaker, which typically handles around 60% of the soundtrack content 


So why settle for a conventional satellite in this crucial role? Even 
worse, one plonked on its side? 

You instantly notice the difference with our dedicated KHT3G05SE 
high performance centre speaker because it’s specifically designed 
for the job: with twin 75mm (Bin.) bass drivers flanking KEF’s latest 
llni-Q® HF/midrange array in an acoustically inert cast aluminium 
enclosure, it combines superbly natural vocals with hefty frontal 
‘slam’ fordramatic effects. 



Even more importantly, it avoids al! the lobing problems you get 
from using a vertical speaker sideways, with the sound image varying erratically from one place to the next. Instead, the unrivalled 
dispersion of Unl-Q allows everyone to share the same strikingly detailed 3D experience, wherever they sit. 
And that’s true dedication for you. 




MKEF 

INNOVATORS IN SOUND 


GP Acoustics (UK) Ltd., Eceleston Road, Tovil, Maidstone. Kent ME1 5 6QP, U.K. Tel: +44 (0)1622 672261 Fax: +44 {0)1622 750653 
KEF and UnLQ are registered trademarks. UnLQ is protected under worldwide patents.. 


www.kef*com 
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14 LOEWE REFERENCE-*POLL-*BITE-SIZE NEWS 


Pick'n'mix 

Ex lead 
singer of 
The Skids 
and TV 
presenter/ 
filmmaker Richard 
Jobson picks his five 
favourite DVDs... 

1 

’The best war movie ever made. 
Poignant poetic and tragic 1 


E A Clockwork 
Orange 


‘Kubrick having fun with youth, 
politics and violence,' 


f In the Mood for 
Love 


‘Writer-director Wong Kar Wai at his 
most romantic and melancholy.' 



2 The Sweet Smell 
of Success 


’Nasty, cruel and so close to the 
truth. 1 



’The East is the beast; 


Richard Jobson's New Town Killers, 
a critically-acclaimed thriller about two 
private bankers hunting kids for kicks, 
is available to buy now on DVD and 
Blu-ray, courtesy of High Fliers. 


We asked *•* 

How excited are you 
about FreeviewHD? 

■ Very - I’m planning to buy 
a receiver as soon as possible 
I Not so much - Pm getting 
aSky+HDorVirgin Media 
system instead 

■ Pm already sorted -1 have 
a hi-def broadcast source 

■ I’ll pass - Pm more interested 
in Blu-ray 



Results from www.homecinomachcnce.com 
Go online for more poll ing act ion 


Whole lotta Loewe 

German brand launches new stores and premium AV system 


It's been a year since German AV brand Loewe 
moved into the UK High Street with its first wave 
of bespoke Loewe Galerie dealerships. Despite 
the difficu It economic climate of the past two 
years, the concept has been a triumph, with 
Kevin Kelly, Loewe UK Managing Director, 
claiming that its stores have achieved a 63 per 
cent increase in sales year on year. So it*s hardly 
surprising that the company has now rolled 
out six additional Galeries across the UK in 
Kensington, Chichester, Manchester, Sheffield, 
Southampton and the Lake District, 

New products are on the way, too, with Loewe 
using the opening of its Kensington Galerie to 
showcase its Reference home entertainment 
system. Adhering to the brand s ethos of 
combining cutting-edge tech with eye-catching 
design, the Reference system is certainly gorgeous 
and generously specced - consisting of a 200Hz 
52in Full HD LCD TV with an integrated 500GB 
HDD, plus Loewe 1 ’s multi-talented Mediacenter 
(a CD-playing, DVD-upscaling, media-streaming, 
multiroom audio server), Highline subwoofer and 
wafer-thin electrostatic speakers. At £20,000 it’s 
a pricey proposition (FriederC 
Lohrer, Loewe's CEO joked it's 
'equivalent to four people 
going to the cinema sixteen 
times a week'), but one that 
cements Loewe's position as 
a true premium AV brand. 

Clear message 

Away from the new hardware, 

HCC asked Lohrer his view on 
loewe’s critics, who claim 
the brand simply follows in 
the footsteps of other, bigger 
manufacturers; ‘It’s true that 
we do not innovate everything 
possible,' he replied. ‘But that 




3D won't truly arrive for at 
least eight years, believes 
Loewe CEO Frieder C Lohrer 

is because we re committed to 
only doing things that are of real 
value to the consumer. They 
are bombarded with ideas, but 
we are one of the few companies that provides 
a clear message they can easily understand 1 . 

So where does 3D, the current buzz word in 
home entertainment circles, fit into that strategy? 
Lohrer is clear: ‘I believe it will still be another 
eight, nine, ten years before 3D is truLy here. There 
is a desire for 3D - but remember the platform 
for high-definition was decided 19 years ago and 
we’ve only recentLy entered the age of HD. 

We demonstrated 3D three years ago at IFA S 
but we know it's not stable. At Loewe we believe 
that consumers will only really embrace 3D when 
they no longer need spectacles to watch it; 

And with Pioneer withdrawing from the 
high-end TV market, who is Loewe’s main 
competition? Lohrer volunteers the likes of Sony, 
Samsung and Philips as 
potential candidates (the 
latter primarily due to its 
flagship Cinema 21:9 model), 
but his uLtimate choice is 
Danish audiophile favourites 
Bang & Olufsen. Not, 
however, without a caveat. 
‘We really do admire Bang & 
Olufsen, They were a really 
strong brand a couple of 
years ago, but they lost a lot 
of ground recently. I just really 
hope they come back soon'. 

Reference status: 

Loewe 1r s premium system 


Oppo denied! 

There's bad news for 
anybody who fancies 
picking up the 
muLti-talented Oppo 
BD P-831 Blu-ray 
player (reviewed and raved about in the 
last issue of HCC), When the Oppo store 
website finally went live at the end 
of October (www.oppostore.co.uk). 
consumers were met with this message: 
'Aftercareful evaluation of the resources 
available, it has been determined that 
the reLease of the Oppo BDP-S31 in 
Europe will be postponed indefinitely.. 
We hope we can come back with better 
planning and resources in the future.' 



Denon gives birth 
to babyBlu-ray 


Q a e i 


This month sees the 
release of Denon‘s 
new ‘little brother’ 
reference Blu-ray 


deck, the £1,900 DBP-4010UD. 
Boasting many of the same features 
and cutting-edge technologies of the 
company's top-end DVD-A1UD model, 
this universal player packs Advanced 
AL24 audio processor circuitry, 

Anchor Bay Technologies VRS video 
processing, Denon’s Pixel Image 
Correction tech and a multi-layer 
chassis structure for minirnaL vibration 
and quiet operation. 


Klipsch systems 



‘If somebody buys an 
HDTV and doesn't 
have hi-def surround 
sound to go with 
it, it’s like buying 
a Ferrari without the engine, 1 says 
Mike Klipsch, president of the US AV 
company that bears his name. This 
is why Klipsch has introduced two 
affordable 5,1 systems to its lineup. The 
£500 HD Theatre 500 features gloss 
black surrounds with 2,5in woofers and 
G.75in aluminium dome tweeters, plus 
a down-firing Sin sub; the £400 HD 
Theatre 300 boasts similar specs but 
ships with asmaller sub and vinyL finish. 
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BULLETIN 15 


This month's top ten news stories in handy, bite-sized chunks... 



6 BT misses target 

BT Vision’s CEO Marc Watson has 
admitted that the service wiLL not hit its 
target of between two or three million 
subscribers by December 2010: ‘We have not 
found the best way of explaining what the 
benefits are to consumers, and what [BT Vision] 
stands for. 1 Maybe an ad campaign without that 
lad from My Family would be start. 


CE ATEC goes 3D 

3D was unsurprisingly the hot topic at 
japan’s top AV show, CEATEC. Panasonic 
used the event to debut the first 50in 
plasma panel fully compatible with the upcoming 
3D Blu-ray standard, while Sony showed off 
eight 3D prototypes, hinting at a commercial 
release in 2010. 


7 


I Seeing red 

The BBC switched off two of its three Red 
Button interactive services on Freeview in 
October to make way for hi-def content, 
which is due to become available in some areas 
as early as December. This means an end to the 
BBC's News Multiscreen for Freeview viewers, 
and the interactive stream often used for sports 
and music coverage. 


9 


Skinny telly 

Forget ultra-thin 
OLED screens, South 
I Korean tech giant 
Samsung recently unveiled 
the world’s thinnest LED 
LCD screen. Measuring just 
3.9mm deep and saddled 
with the nickname ’Needle 
Thin LCD 1 , there’s 
no word on when it’Ll come 
to market, but the company 
has confirmed that it 

offers a 120Hz refresh rate and a claimed 5,000:1 
contrast ratio, 

3 Sky high sales 

BSkyB continues to buck the recession, 
with a recent financial report claiming it's 
added 250,000 HD subscribers in the 
past three months, selling a Sky+HD box every 30 
seconds to reach a total of 1.6 million households. 


News 


8 - 

! 



I Gooooal! 

The world’s first full 
\ game of football 
has been screened 
in 3D at selected cinemas 
in Mexico city. The match, 
which saw America beat 
Guadalajara 1-0, was 
described by one attendee 
as‘incredible 1 . 


Power aid 

Fed up with your 
phone running out 
of battery? Don't 
mind storing meths in the house? Then Toshiba's 
Fuel-Cell dubbed the Dynario, is for you. Connect 
it to any portable CE product via a USB lead, and 
it'll give a near instant power top-up. Fuel-Cell 
technology uses the chemical reaction caused 
when methanol and ambient oxygen are mixed 
to produce electricity; with one ref ill of met ha no L, 
the Dynario can make enough juice to charge two 
mobiles, says Tosh. 



Tiny amp 

Audio whiz Onkyo has developed a micro¬ 
digital amp that measures just 25 x 
20mm, designed to work specifically 
with the low impedance loudspeakers found in 
flat pan el TVs. Onkyo brags its diminutive 
amplifier wilL bring significant sonic benefits to 
products where design has previously precluded 
discrete digital amplification. 

Eye-eye 

The eyes of a giant Australian shrimp 
could usher in a new age of high-quality 
AV kit, if scientists at the University of 
Bristol are to be believed. The shrimps see in 12 
primary colours (four times more than us lowly 
humans) and the boffins reckon they can replicate 
the light-sensitive cells responsible to create CD 
and DVD players capabLe of handling far more 
information than current modeLs. 


Disney does downloads 

The House of Mouse has outlined 
its plans for a disc-free future in an 
interview with The Wall Street Journal, 
The Keychain initiative will allow consumers to 
pu rchase viewi ng rights to a fi Lm or TV show, 
rather than a disc, which can then be accessed 
digitally from a 'cloud server 1 to view on a 
networked TV or mobiLe device. 






Premiere 


HCCs guide to what’s 
happening in the world 
of TV and films... 

Mad Tom? 



Aussie filmmaker George Miller 
has been spilling the beans on his 
plans for a new Mad Max movie. 
Believing that Mel Gibson is too 
old to return to the lead role, 
Miller says he’s keen on getting 
Brit actor Tom Bronson' Hardy 
to step in (pictured). He also 
revealed that he’s chasing 
Charlize Theron for the film's 
female lead. 


It's a scream! 

The end of the world is nigh. 

Weil, not quite, but it feels like 
it, following the news that 
The Weinstein Company is 
working on another Scary Movie* 
erm, movie, Make it stop! 

Turtle power! 

CowabungaJ The Teenage 
Mutant Ninja Turtles could soon 
be returning to the silver screen, 
with Nickelodeon paying out 
$60million to buy the franchise 
and announcing plans for a new 
TV series and 2012 movie release. 


Shatner beams in 


W hi le talki ng 
about plans 
t JB fo r the next 

^ movie, 

directorJJ 
-^rams has 
I said he's 
trying to 

figure out a way of involving 
William Shatner - last seen 
trekking in 5far Trek: Generations. 
Sounds like an attempt to win 
over the fanboy doubters. 


Grimm oop North 

A new Ridley Scott movie is 
seemingly announced every 
month, with only one-in-ten 
actually reaching the screen. 
Anyway, this month s news is 
that he’ll be helming an 
Americanised adaptation of 
David Peace’s Yorkshire-based 
Red Riding Quartet , which was 
already adapted by Channel 4 
earlier this year. 
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Work; wNh 

iPhone 


Made for 

iPod 


tbu bTF 


Introducing the: reference: in premium Blu-ray and Air Studios tuned AV Receiver 

Experience the ultimate combination of power and sensitivity. With the quick response and power 

DENSITY OF ITS DIRECT ENERGY HD AMPLIFIER DESIGN - BUILT ON ICEPOWER CLASS D TECHNOLOGY AND AIR 

Studios tuning - the SG-LXSZ Premium 7-Channel AV Receiver produces sound of unsurpassed 

DYNAMICS. In PERFECT SYNERGY WITH THE MCACC CALIBRATION SYSTEM, ITS UNIQUE PHASE CONTROL 
ADJUSTMENT ALGORITHM GUARANTEES COHERENT TRUE-TO-THE-ORIGIN A L SOUND REPRODUCTION. CONNECT 

the BDP-LX91 Reference BD-LIVE Blu-ray Disc Player with adaptive 48-bit Deep Colour processing 

AND ENJOY STUNNING VIDEO QUALITY COMBINED WITH PRISTINE AUDIO. AREYaU READY FDR THE PUREST FUSION 
OF AUDIOVISUAL ENTERTAINMENT? 


For more information visit: 
pioneer.co.uk or your pioneer dealer 


the setup shuwn is use d Fur advertising pu r p uses un Ly. Please uanta^t yuur Pin riser dealer Fur optimum installation uptiuns. 


www.fntdoms.ntt ft www.joimxtl-plaza.ntt 






OPINION 171 



POINT OF VIEW 

Richard Stevenson outlines why some AV hardware manufacturers 

are returning to the UK 


S tows 

/ 

China really He's 
even applied to he 

a 

a Royal Doulton 


expert on 
Antique’s 


Roadshow 

A 



A s I staggered around the Hi-Fi Choice 
Awards (HCCs sister publication) last 
month, with a glass of fizz in one hand 
and a fat Cuban in the other (she was a nice girL), 

I asked several, manufacturers about business 
in general. ArcanTs Charlie Brennan was very 
positive, particularly as the company had decided 
to 'repatriate its manufacturing'. For many years 
the company has produced the buLk of its kit 
in the Far East, but a number of factors have made 
it more viable to bring the manufacturing back to 
Blighty. And first off the new production line will 
be an AV receiver launching early next year. 

I can understand this because I am intimately 
familiar with the angst of manufacturing in China. 
One of my other jobs (it’s not all loafing around 
watching movies, you know) is as consultant 
product manager to an AV furniture maker. Like 
almost alL UK brands in the AV industry, products 
are designed in this country and made in a number 
of factories across southern China. The process is 
beset with issues. 

Firstly, there is the language barrier. This makes 
getting across precisely what you want, in the 
quality you want, when you want it, a challenge 
from day one. And even if all facets have been 
accurately communicated there is great scope 
for the factory to blame errors or specification 
changes on aLleged misunderstandings. 

Then there is the cultural issue, and I'm not just 
talking about having to eat with two little sticks 
rather than a spoon. Chinese manufacturers will 
bend over backwards to please the customer. 

No bad thing, but it often means the factory 
agrees to everything the customer demands 
irrespective of whether the demands are probable, 
practical or even possible. Two-to-six months 
later, after a few dodgy prototypes massively out 
of specification and a fortune in tooling costs, 
the factory admits defeat and everything goes 
back to the drawing board. 


Even once the manufacturing is finalised, the 
prototype is perfect and costs have been agreed 
(often a lot higher than originally estimated), 
there are still major hurdles. You need to ensure 
ongoing quality from the factory, which requires 
constant supervision. You need to organise 
shipping logistics and customs clearance. 

You need to protect the goods against container 
condensation (AKA 'container rain') and shipping 
damage while they b re negotiating high seas and 
tentacled sea-monsters. There will be a four-week 
delay travelling to the UK - and then some 
belligerent half-wit of a customs 
officer will impound your container 
because he thinks your extruded metal tubing 
could be gun parts! Trust me, it happens, 

Then there are the costs. It used to be so cheap 
to manufacture in China that leaping through 
all these flaming hoops was worth the effort. 
Today it is a different financial proposition 
altogether. The fluctuating exchange rate 
moves the real cost in pound notes daily and 
the pound absolutely sucks against the dollar 
(the default manufacturing currency). The price 
of Chinese labour has soared - average wages 
for factory workers increasing three fold in the 
last two years. The price of fuel for machinery 
and shipping has soared. The price of raw 
materials has soared. Chinese taxes and duties 
have soared. I could go on... 

It's no wonder that a lot of British brands are 
moving their manufacturing back to the UK. 

For high-value, quality-driven and performance¬ 
centric products like home cinema hardware 
UK-manufacturing makes a lot of sense. 

It improves time to market, design. Logistics, 
fine-tuning, quality control, delivery and 
after-sales support. It's also great news for UK 
PLC. For that, I salute Arcam's move 

For more of Richard Stevenson's ramblings log on to 
www, home c In ema ch o I ee. com/poin fs_o f_ view 


ILLUSTRATION: BYTEKURA Li A EVA 


JANUARY 2010 HOME CINEMA CHOICE 


www*. ft wwwjonret- pU tza net 













' I ® 

a v i e o 



The avielo optix is a high performance custom install projector derived directly from our highly 
acclaimed professional projectors used in the film and movie production industries. It brings unique 
colour and picture accuracy, and everything else you r d expect from a high-end projector. 

As Alvin Gold said in his recent review - "...overall, this is a model I would love to own..." 

Awarded reference status by Home Cinema Choice. 




projection design as 
I [abornveien 53 
NO -1630 Gamle Fredrikstad 
Norway 

aviel o@ project! on desi gn.com 
www.avielo.com 


www.ffatdoms.ntt ft www.Joumal-plaza.nat 


UK distribution by CSE Custom 
Tel: 01423 359054 
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DVD ADDICT 


This issue, The Beek is worried by the presence of movie reviewers 

with memories like elephants 



H ow good is your memory? Think back 

to something you did yesterday, perhaps 
a meeting you had with another person, 
and try to visualise it in your mind. Now 
concentrate on the clarity of the mental image 
you have conjured up. How clearly has your brain 
focused the picture? For instance, how sure 
can you be that the colour of cLothing you are 
recreating in your'mind's eye s is TOO percent 
accurate? What about the fleshtonesand minute 
details like pores and spots on the other person's 
face? Tough, isn’t it? 

Now think back to a similar conversation 
that happened six months ago. How well can 
you visualise that? And what about one that 
happened a couple of decades ago? 

i ask you this because I’ve got a bee in my 
bonnet about Joe Dante's 1934 creature feature 
Gremlins, specifically some reviews of the US 
Blu-ray that have surfaced online that criticise 
its picture quality. That’s not a problem in itself 
- everyone’s entitled to their opinion 
and I’m not pretending to be some 
all-knowing paragon of AV know¬ 
how who can never be in the wrong. No, the 
problem I have is the surprisingly Large number 
of reviewers/bLoggers claiming Gremlins Looks 
much darker and softer on Blu-ray than it did 
when they saw it at the cinema 25 years ago. 

In case you missed it, that would be people 
claiming that a hi-def encode they just saw looks 
different (in this case, worse) than a film print 
they viewed down at the Odeon a quarter of 
a century ago. 

Now, it’s only been a week since I went to see 
horror-comedy Zombieland at my Local muLtipLex, 

I could bore you aLl for hours about how absolutely 
brilliant the fiLm is, but I’LL be buggered if I can telL 
you exactLy how grainy the picture was, or describe 


the exact shade of red of the copious amounts 
of blood. Apparently, though, some of these foLks 
onLine can remember every single image detail 
about a movie from a screening they attended 
in the 1980s. With powers of recolLection Like that, 
they should be chaLLenging Derren Brown for a 
Friday night TV spot, rather than writing about 
Blu-ray encodes on the net. 

Crystal-clear critters 

When I gawped wide-eyed at these comments, 

I'd already been sent a UK review copy of 
Gremlins , given it a quick spin in my player and 
been reasonably impressed by what I’d seen. 

Of course, upon finding I was in almost total 
disagreement with the most vocal opinions being 
bandied about, I sat down with the BLu-ray once 
more, armed with a pen and notepad, to give it 
a thorough going over. 

And you know what? I still think it’s a pretty 
decent encode. Yes, Warner Home Video’s disc 
doesn’t quite reach the pinnacle of hi-def visuals 
(it’ll never be used as an in-store demo), but 
compared to other back-catalogue Blu-ray 
releases of the same vintage, there’s nothing here 
that offends my sensibilities. Indeed, compared 
to the dismal-Loo king R2 DVD that Gremlins fans 
have been lumbered with, it offers everything 
you’d expect from a BD upgrade - enhanced 
colour reproduction, plenty of fine detaiL and 
a dazzling fiLmic look. 

This brings us back to my original point. We 
need to start judging Blu-ray discs on their own 
merits, and the hard factual evidence we have 
to hand, not on whatever vague, idealised and 
undoubtedly incorrect notions we have about 
what a specific film shouLd look like in hi-def 

For more wit and wisdom from The Beek go to 
www.homednemachoice.eom/dvd_addsct 
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dabs©com 

Stream HD Media anywhere throughout 
your home via your PC 


The is a transmitter/receiver 

package that streams high definition 
images and audio wirelessly. 







Dabs Exclusive Only 




1080i 300MP3 

■WWW■ tpam^FFR 


UP TO 

16.9 


HD FORMAT 


TRANSFER 
RATE 


FREE DELIVERY^ 

Buy it now at www.dabs.com/homecinema 


m 


*4i 


|| 20,000 Ckn^bii^jijfide^onMm 




Prices include VAT but exclude delivery charges. *Free delivery uses our standard service far UK mainland. Surcharges for service upgrades and/or outlying UK regions apply. See www.dabs.cam/delivery for details. 
Prices and promotions correct at time of going to print but may change or be withdrawn without notice. Check website for latest prices. Wears only able to take ordersontine via our website for delivery to UK addresses. 
Nothing in this advertisement forms pari of any contract. Errors and omissions excepted, dabs.com, National Logistics Centre. Wingates Industrial Estate, Westhoughton, Bolton, BL5 3XU, Email assistance®dabs.com. 
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FOCUS 

Hollywood insider Jon Thompson worries that remastered classic films 

are in danger of losing their lustre 


DEE 


Tt brings a smile to all our faces that the 

supposed leader of the free world, the UK's very 
.own Prime Minster Gordon Brown, had a Little 
AV problem, I Love it when things like this happen. 
The story is this: when Mr Brown meet with 
Barack Obama recentLy, the US President gave 
our PM a set of 25 American films, including the 
Hitchcock classic Psycho (is he trying to say 
something?). While the Browns where settling 
down to a night of movies, old Gordon popped 
the disc into Number 10’s DVD player, only to 
be greeted with the message 'Wrong Region 5 , 
Although he mournfully had to put the popcorn 
away, he is unlikely to jeopardise the special 
relationship - or 'special partnership 1 , as we 
are now supposed to call it - by registering 
a complaint A Downing Street spokesman said 
he was 'confident' that any gift Obama gave 
Brown would have been 'well-thought through.' 

Of the 25 films given to him, I wouldn't be 
surprised if Clueless was amongst them, 

Mr Brown, on the other hand, presented a 
rather more thoughtful gift to the US President 
in the form of a penholder carved from the 
timbers of an anti-slavery ship. The sister ship, 
in fact, of the one that was broken up and turned 
into the desk in the Oval Office and Buckingham 
Palace. National Treasure 2 anyone? The BLu-ray 
is region-free! 


Asa post¬ 
production expert, 

KUllUttl 

movie credits 

include Casino 
Royate, Children 
of Men and 
Mission: 
impossible 3 



Obey your master! 

Of course, classic films are a major factor in the 
release schedules of studios. Unfortunately, 
though, Hollywood is finding that its masters 
are not up to much when transferred to Blu-ray. 
Examples of this are Full Metal Jacket and The 
Fifth Element, which in the US had their initial BD 
releases withdrawn, and were then re-mastered 
and re-released. 

Sometimes the remastering process causes 
controversy; with The French Connection, Fox 


spent a lot of money giving director William 
Fried kin free reign to produce his version of the 
film. A new transfer was made and Mr Friedkin 
supervised the grade. A definitive version you 
would think? Well think again,,. 

When a webcast caLled Back by Midnight 
interviewed cinematographer Owen Roizman, 
who photographed the fiLm, alL was going well 
untiLthe end of the chat, when Roizman said of 
the new transfer: ‘I would not put my name to it!'. 
Why was this? Because it was not the 
film he shot in the 1970s. 

When Friedkin appeared on the webcast 
a week later to reply to the criticism, he defended 
his decision and mentioned that Roizman had 
screwed up a shot, which he could now fix! 

A poor excuse, as no one in over 30 years ever 
said anything about the under-exposed shots, 

I have aLso seen The French Connection BLu-ray 
and it doesn't look great. Yet again, a director who 
thinks he knows how to do someone else's job 
makes a mess. Journalists talk about l what the 
director intended' but often what the director 
intended was pulling some women and making 
a load of money - very few directors have any real 
taLent and rely on talented peopLe around them 
to make their movies. The French Connection now 
looks washed-out and Lacks the depth which 
I remember seeing in the print. Owen Roizman is 
a very fine cinematographer and has a great eye. 
Not to Let him be involved was stupid. 

So those in charge of remastering back 
catalogue titles should be careful. When VHS 
came out we were just happy to see the movies 
we Loved, DVD came along and we started to 
understand what quality meant. Now Blu-ray has 
arrived, we have a magnifying glass with which to 
scrutinise the images - and a 50 in screen leaves 
no real room for error! 

Are you unhappy with any remastered Blu-ray titles ? Let us 
know: emafthcc@futurenotco.uk 
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Tech diary 


The world of AV and film changes 

fast. HCC's calendar is here 


to make sure you don't miss out 


Breaking Bad: 

Teachers 

dealing 

drugs? 

Whatever 

next? 



20 


Tilt Informant! 


Conspiracies, corruption 
and betrayal abound in 
Steven Soderbergh’s new 
comedy, starring Matt 
Damon as a corporate 
exec-turned 
-bumbling FBI 
whistleblower In UK 
cinemas from today 

tihfiinfnrinantrTinvi&mirs 



Th is touring expo 
ded icated to home 
makeovers is a good 
starting place for anyone 
thinking ofaDIY cinema 
Install Catch It this 
weekend at the Bath and 
West Showground 


i , .h&mebui Idingshaui.ctwn 
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JFK 

President Kennedy was 
assassinated on this day 
in 1963. Mark the 
occasion by revisiting 
Oliver Stone's sensational 
and controversial film 
JFK" (which can be 
imported on All-region 
Blu-rayfrom the US) and 
figuring out whodunnit 



25 m 

Paranormal Activity 

Following two years of 
festival screenings and 
plenty of online buzz, this 
ultra-scary handy cam 
horror finally debuts at a 
dnema near you this 
Wednesday. Will you dare 
go and watch it? 
www.parajicumala cti vity- 
mavje.com 


Ibis surprise box office 
smash finds Sandra 
Bullock's uptight 
publisher forced to ma rry 
herlaidback assistant 
Ryan Reynolds to get a 
US visa. If you fancy some 
light-hearted rom-com 
fun, track it down on UK 
DVD and Blu-ray today 


A trade-only two-day 
show for professional 
electricians that promises 
the chance to get 'hands- 
on with the latest 
products’kicks off 
today at Surrey’s 
Sandown Park 


drama series follows a 
middle-aged chemistry 
teacher making 
methamphetamine to 
help secure his family's 
finances. Very addictive- 
get it from your DVD 
dealer in the UK today 


Actor, director and 
Shakespeare addict 
Kenneth Branagh was 
born on this day in 1960. 

For a change of pace from 
the Bard's tales, his next 
directorial outing will be 
an adaptation of the 
Marvel comic series Thor 


Start saving your pennies 
for HOC#177. Your 
favourite home cinema 
magazi ne hits the stan ds 
this Thursday, packed, 
with hardware tests, 
installs, features, 
outspoken opinions and 
full-on software reviews 


04 $ 

The Descent: Part 2 

Sure to confuse UK 
audiences, this horror 
sequel follows on from 
the alternate ending 
(made for the US) of the 
original. Genre fans can 
catch it at cinemas across 
the UK this Friday 

www.thedescentl.co.uk 


Where the Wild 
Things Are 

Spike Jonze's children's 
book adaptation is 
tipped to be a strong 
contender at next year's 
awards season. Is It over¬ 
hyped? Find out in UK 
cinemas from today 
www.wherethe 
wildthingsarecom 


ft L 


Gold rush 


In a message to Congress 
on this day in 1848, US 
President James Polk 
confirmed the discovery 
of gold in California, 
sparking the California 
Gold Rush. Revisit the 
epic How the Wesf Was 
the Woo for Hollywood's 
version of events 


Gun-wielding concert- 
goer Meredith Hunter 
was killed by a Hells 
Angel security guard at 
the Rolling Stones 
Altamont Speedway gig 
or this day in 1969. Check 
out the documentary 
covering the concert, 
Gimmer Shelter, on DVD 




Actor James Dean began 
his acting career on this 
day in 1950, filming 
a Pepsi commercial. 
Five years and three 
starring roles later, 
he was dead. Why not 
crack open a three-litre 
bottle in his memory? 


Ninja Assassin 


James Y far Vendetta' 
McTeigue directs this 
action/thriller about a 
good-hearted assassin 
who turns his back on his 
ninja chums - expect lots 
ofCG-enhancedwIre-fu 
mayhem. In UK cinemas 
from today 
www.rilriJa-asHSSlii- rnovle^com 
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However good it looks, _ 

it can sound a whole lot better. A 
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However stunning HDTV's and Biu-Ray’s visual qualities, without 
Eclipse TD technology, you can’t enjoy all the breathtaking detail, 
texture and quality of their lossless audio formats. But together, 
you experience sensational sound to match whatever it is you 
want to see. Enjoy High Definition a whole lot more and make 
sure you hear it a whole lot better. Visit www.eclipse-td.net. 


ECLIPSE TD SERIES 
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Eclipse TD (UK) Ltd +44 (0)20 7328 4499 


www.eclipse-td.net 
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I t’s been described as the ultimate blokes’ 
movie, and remains one of the most visceral 
and influential films of the past decade. 

Now it’s heading back to face the crowds in 
better shape than ever before. Ladeez and 
gennulmen, Let's hear it for the tenth anniversary 
release of David Fincher’s classic Fight Club l 
If you’re Looking for an advert for the virtues 
of the Blu-ray format this landmark slugfest 
is hard to beat. The video has been painstakingly 
remastered for its HD release, with director 
Fincher spending upwards of three months 
re-colouring the entire feature, tweaking greens 
here, toning down neon pinks there, until he 
was convinced that the film looked exactly 
how he envisaged it. 

This is only appropriate. The visuaL style of 
Fight Club has steered a generation of TV and 
cinema, from the starkly-lit CSi franchise to 
a still-marching battalion of bleached-out 
blockbusters, and it remains unnervingly 
contemporary. Its audio chops, though, have 
proved harder to synthesize. Nothing sounds 
quite like it. Nominated for an Oscar in 2000, 
Fight Club is a masterpiece of sonic design and 
stands apart as one of the most inventive and 
inspiring examples of multichannel movie 
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audio available. To learn more, l chatted with 
the man responsible, sound designer Ren 
Klyce, on the Fox studio lot in LA prior to the 
film’s BD debut. 

Klyce is a long-time collaborator with the 
controversial Fincher, having also worked on 
Se7en, The Game, Zodiac and The Curious Case 
of Beniamin Button. ‘Contrary to what a lot of 
people think about David.’ confides Klyce, ’he’s 
not a control freak. In my experience he lets 
you run with what you believe you should be 
doing and he gives you a lot of freedom.' He 
adds that working with a director who stands 
back from the production process is far worse. 
‘What’s now happening is that there’s often 
a disconnect between the sound editor and 
the director. As a result the sound designer 
builds everything up (in the mix) because they 
are not sure what the director wants. And the 
result becomes cacophonous!’ 

Perhaps surprisingly, Fight Ctub wasn t a 
big commercial hit when first released. ‘I think 
lots of people were put off by the title, recalls 
Klyce, It sounded... bloody. The opening 
weekend was a disaster. 1 remember getting 
a phone call from David - “We've had a 
terrible opening weekend!” he screamed 
at me down the phone. But now it feels great 
to know that ten years on people are still 
actually interested. I’m very proud to have 
been involved in the movie. 


VMwJnedcrw6.net ft www.Joumai-pkon.net 


At first KLyce says he didn't now 
quite how to approach the Fight Club 
job, but he was uLtimateLy inspired by 
the screenplay of Chuck Palahniuk. 

The things that man writes are just 
incredible. If you analyse the words and 
take them in, the sound (design) starts 
to come out of that; the things Tyler 
says about being lost and emasculated 
and not having any purpose in life. 

The meaninglessness of life and the 
cacophony of the city inspired the 
design.’ Listen to the track carefully 
and you’U hear the distinctive, once- 
common whine of the late '90s modem 
sound layered in. 'It’s a little earmark of 
where we were when we made the film.’ 

Of course, at the heart of the movie 
is the skin-on-skin violence. The fights 
were tiered differently,’ Klyce tells me. 
The very first time Tyler gets punched 
it's very innocuous - the way that 
actuaL fights sound. If you ever try and 
record someone fighting there's no 
noise, just a lot of breathing. Hollywood 
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Sound choices: 
The Fight Club Blu-ray 
comes with an audio mixer 
as an interactive extra 


Sound 
choice 


This has got to be at the top of 
my list for so many reasons.,/ 


THX1138 

(George Lucas, 1971): 

This is just fantastic!' 


There Will be blood 

(Paul Thomas Anderson, 
2007): 

I love the sound of this movie J 


Star Wars: Episode IV 
A New Hope 

(George Lucas, 1977) 

Star Wars: Episode V 
The Empire Strikes 
ck 

(George Lucas, 1980): 

In terms of innovation, these 
films are outstanding. What 
(sound designer) Ben Burtt 
did on them made them 
milestone films... 5 


Ren Klyce picks his Top 
Five movie soundtracks 


The Conversation 

(Francis Ford Coppola, 1974): 


I^Sb^deUberotelycontraste 

still look contemporary 

%££'*"*<*“** mi -m 


^ cn f b , CreatSd J an e ’ DS: ‘ a7l - r of what a fight has 
got to sound like. So we build it up in sties 

As the film builds up and the characters beC om 

!™ e r P r red ‘ thS S0Unds become h u “ 

Ind thaTd FaCS fi8ht ’ Ch " Ck Palah ™k’s word 
and the audio are equal to each other So as Jar 

. ' the sound ts ridiculously cvAmplified’ 
Interestingly, the brutal Angel Face sequence 
as we know it now was originally conceived 
as something quite different 

'It was originally edited to a piece Df musJc/ 

I h T SE T at bUt there was something 

about it that was kind of playful and sexy 

The violence was almost erotic. It took away 

its message the anger. So when we were mixing 

scene I decided to get rid of the music 8 

When you get rid of the music you could hear 
the voice of the narrator. Then I decided to take 
the sound of the crowd yelling, which I slowed 

on the^cene^^ 6 ^ UP ' ^ thlS PUt foc ^bKk 
As for the fisticuffs themselves, a variety of 

SOTO were used We recMed 0UrM|v ^ 

hitting our own bodies, then we took a 

walnuts and hit Wmt S'*"!* wl,h 

Of ™a, h , 0 Georse Lu l at i~* 
kmalker Ranch and slapped them around. And 
we layered all those noises together.’ 

1 very much wanted to create new sounds fo 
ry scene. I had a lot of good people recording 
things. We would drive down the road and recon 
of raad , bumps as we went over them; a friend 
? a ™ e has .f tree "trimming business and a 

honk h T° eCt, ° n ° f tfUCkS ’ S ° 1 SOt him to 
nonk his horn, and so on/ 


In the Blu corner 

As befits the movie, the Blu-ray release 
features a neat interactive extra in the 
shape of a Sound Mixing Studio. When 
users select A Hit in The Ear : Ren Ktyce 
and the Sound Design of Fight Oub from 
the extra menu, they have the option 
to watch and then 'remix 5 four key 
sequences from the fiLm: Welcome 
To Fight Club f Angel Face Is Beating, 

The Crash and Kudzu Vine Speech. 

Each mixing session allows users 
to rebalance between Real World 
(realistic audio) and Jack's POV 
(more expression!Stic audio). It's a cute 
feature - but don 5 t try this in bitstream 
mode, it only works with LPCM 

There's a Tyler Durden quote in the 
movie that seems strangely 
appropriate: The things you own end 
up owning you/ Somehow I think that’ll j 
resonate with AV fans all over, as they 
unpack their Fight Club Blu-ray and 
edge the volume up on their AVR. 

'Blu-ray is the perfect home for Fight \ 

| Club! enthuses the sound designer. 

It allows you to come in at any moment ^ 
and study what David has put in. It’s 
aLso the perfect movie to enjoy in short 
little bursts. It’s found the right medium j 
eventuaLly. FinalLy you can watch Fight 
Club as if you’re at the cinema 1 # 
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Marlin Pipe compares 
the interactive portals of 
four big-brand TV 
manufacturers to find out 
who's online technology is 
on top of the world 


A decade ago, a handful of consumer- 
electronics manufacturers tried 
something quite radical - they built 
a simple web-browser into a TV. The logic was 
that it wouLd bring the onLine world to those who 
were scared of computers. Fine idea in theory, but 
users were understandably put off by the dial-up 
charges and slow speeds. Internet TVs 
disappeared shortly thereafter. 
Today, though, the internet is in a far more 
mature state. Broadband access is the norm, and 
its potential speeds make all kinds 
of interesting applications possible - including 
video streaming, radio and interactive services. 
And now some of these can be accessed by a 
new generation of hi-tech superscreens, with 
Panasonic, Sony, Philips and Samsung each 
incorporating web-access and networking into 
their flagship sets. However, as each brand’s take 
on internet TV is different, varying enormously En 
the services that are offered, it’s hard for the 
\ discerning teLLy-buyer to decide which service 
is best. UntiL now, that is... 
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Top: The L37V10 features a 
DLNA media player 
Middle: The weather in 
Panasonic s home country 
Bottom: The VieraCast portal 


Sport's day: Eurosport 
provides regularly updated 
video clips 



A Eurosport section provides a selection of 
sports-related news clips, while those with an 
interest in all things German can try out ARD’s 
Tagesschau (‘A Look at the Day') news section, 

YouTube gives you access to a massive variety 
of searchable footage. This option first made an 
appearance on Panasonic’s high-end Blu-ray 
recorders, alongside the Picasa online photo¬ 
album, which is also offered here. The only other 
non-video content available comprises the 
Bloomberg business portal (which allows you 
to search for a specific stock) and worldwide 
weather forecasts with satellite maps. 

For some video content - currently Eurosport 
- thumbnail shortcuts are provided on the 
homepage for up to three of a provider’s most 
popular clips. It's also possible to dispLay these 
streaming clips full-screen, although the quality 
is somewhat on the ropey side. In addition, access 
times can be slow - loading the VieraCast 
homepage itself can take half a minute. 

The L37V10 LCD TV also carries an SD card 
viewer for photos (complete with slideshow) and 
video (MPEG-2 standard-def and AVCHD). On top 
of this is a responsive DLNA-compliant networked 
media player, which is compatible with video 
(MPEG-2/DivX/XviD) and photos, but not music. 
The odd thing is that you can hear the MP3 sound 
associated with many DivX files - and so the 
codec is obviously supported. So why can't you 
play MP3 tunes? Baffling. 


Net TV - Philips 

As found on: 32PFL9604H (£800) 
Connection: Wi-Fi or Ethernet 
Networked media player: Yes - video, audio 
and photos 

Overall rating: tQQOQ 


Select the Net TV option on the Philips 
32PFL9GQ4H's main menu and you’re transported 
into an audiovisual world that no-one would have 
predicted until recently. The first thing you’ll see 
Isa Philips-managed thumbnail menu screen 
that, although not as pretty as that of the 
Panasonic, already offers more content. 

Most notable is the inclusion of Tunin.fm, 
a Launchpad to a wide selection of 'net radio 
stations covering just about every conceivable 
genre. Pity you can’t turn the display off when 
listening, though. Like Panasonic and Samsung, 
Philips provides 


And there’s more: Screendreams might tickle 
your fancy if onscreen waLlpaper is what you're 
after; weather forecasting is catered for by the 
MeteoConsult service; and games fans can 
explore Funspot. If you’re expecting PS3-style 
complexity from the latter, though, forget it: 
4-in-a-row, Blockbuster, Sudoku and Blackjack 
give you some idea of the limitations. 

Now that’s the sum total of what Net TV 
makes available to UK users, but if you change 
your location to ‘Netherlands 1 in the setup menu 
(where Philips is based), page upon page of Dutch 
applications are shown. These range from a 
PSV Eindhoven (football cLub) portal to a train 
ticket-booker, giving you some idea of what can 
be expected should Net TV ever take off here. 

If it doesn’t, though, the set's Opera web browser 
can visit any site of interest. Entering URLs is a bit 
of a pain (I’d kill for a wireless keyboard/mouse) 

and although 


Top and middle: Use the 

32PFL9604H J s In-built web 
browser to go wherever you 
want online 
Bottom: Browsing the Picasa 
photo sharing site 


YouTube and 
Picasa access - 
and like its rivals, 
you can’t do 
anything about 
the poor picture 
quality. However, 

Philips also 
provides 
alternatives to 
YouTube and 
Picasa in the 
forms of 
DaiLymotion and 
Myalbum.com respectively. 


Daily motion a»***i* 



- mm 

n 

"Si 

ft 



* ADs *4 








complex sites like 
the BBC's display 
properly, they are 
pretty slow to load. 
Actually, even 
accessing the Net 
TV homepage can 
involve seemingly- 
glacial timescales. 
Overall, though, 
Philips’ online 
serving is excellent, 
far exceeds its 
rivals and suggests 
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Find your perfect domain 
name with 1&1* 


Everything you need to 
your perfect website. 

1&1 Home Package 

■ NEW: S GB Web Space 

■ NEW: UNLIMITED Traffic 
g FREE -uk domain included 


COOL WINTER OFFERS! 


domains 


cool 

WINTER 

OFFER 


.com domains now only £4.99* and .info domains only £0.99* for the first year! 
Check our website for many other fantastic offers! 


‘Terms and conditions apply, please see website for further details. Get 3 months free on selected web hosting packages when you sign up for a 1 year package! 
Special offers available as of 01/1 t/2D09 and for a limited time only. Prices exclude VAT. 


c 0 i I 0871 641 21 21 cost ^ ^ er m ' llute * ronn a ^ * ant ^ ne ' ca ^ s 


united 

Internet 


from other operators and mobiles may be higher. 


or visit us now 


www.1and1.co.uk 




























30 INTERNET TV 




lnternet@TV - Samsung 

4s found on: LE40B650 (£700) 

Connection: Ethernet or Wi-Fi (with dongle) 
Networked media player: Yes - video, audio 
and photos 
Overall rating: 


TV market-leader Samsung was one of the first 
setmakersto harness the potential: of broadband. 
Does that mean it's ahead of the competition? 
Not necessariLy... 

As with the other TVs here, access to online 
content is a button-press away. A row of banners 
then slides into view at the bottom of the screen. 
Each selects one of the Samsung ‘widgets' as 
these applications are known. The difference 
between these and the Philips and Panasonic 
sets is that the basic widgets reside in the TV’s 
memory. This makes access fasten because only 
the data has to be downloaded. The penalty is 
that you may have to delete existing widgets in 



order to make space for new ones - there is only 
space for 13 at present. 

A cool feature of Samsung's lntemet@TV 
is the option of creating profiLes for different 
famiLy members, so everyone can call up their own 
widget collections. 

Pre-installed on our review TV (an LE40B650) 
were widgets providing access to Flickr photo 
albums, and stylish-looking news, weather and 
finance portals. The latter content is the fruit of 
a partnership between Samsung and online 
behemoth YahooJ 

Additional widgets, which are installed from 
a gallery, include a fully-featured YouTube browser 
with fullscreen playback (the only video widget 
at present); a horoscope; Texas Hold 'em; Sudoku; 
Quizmaster; USA Today Sports (good for baseball 
and American football fans); and a TV Guide, 

The latter is US-only and won’t provide listings 
for the UK, so it s completely and utterly pointless. 
The likes of Stephen Fry and Lily Allen will be 
overjoyed to know that a Twitter widget has 
recentLy been added. 

The LE40B650 also boasts a DLNA-compLiant 
networked media pLayer with support for a wide 
range of codecs and formats, including DivX/XviD, 
H.264, MKV, MPEG-2, MP3, WMAand JPEG, 
Playback from USB storage devices is also catered 
for. Samsung gets full marks for listing the 
available servers alongside the AV inputs in the 
‘source list’ - however, I experienced nothing but 
trouble getting the thing to access files stored 
on my server. I could see them, but more often 
than not selection resulted in a refusal to play. 
Samsung’s own Windows server software (PC 
Share Manager) was more of a hindrance than 
a help, with its nonsensical ‘can onLy share folder 
items’ messages that flummoxed even Samsung’s 
support line. 


Main picture: Samsung's widgets slide along 
the bottom of the screen when requested 
Left (top to bottom): Searching for comedy cat 
vids on YouTube; browsing media files stored 
on a PC: bringing up the Horoscope widget 
during a BBC ident 


Fcccebook widget isn't out of the question' 


Samsung’s Darren Petersen tells us what he’s allowed to about tnternet@TV 


What new widgets 
are on the way from 
Samsung? How about 
BBC iPlayer, 4oD, etc? 


Could third parties 
create their own 
widgets, iPhone-app 
style? 



We can t give you any info on 
widgets that we are working on 
behind the scenes, but, as you say, 
premium VoD services will certainly 
raise the awareness of the platform 
and help bring this exciting 
technology to the masses. 


Do you have plans for 
Pay services? 


No, This is a premium service and 
will be populated by premium 
content Samsung will pick and 
choose content partners we feel fit 
with our brand and our products. 
Currently we only issue our SDK 
(Software Development Kit) to 
content providers we are looking to 
work with. That's not to say that we 
won’t open this up as it matures. 


complex can they get 
without slowing down 
the system too much? 
For example, might we 
Facebook? 


of 13 at any one time, but the user 
is free to add and delete services 
at will within that constraint. 


For 2009, its safe to say the current 
platform isn't lightning-quick (Rome 
wasn't built in a day!). You can 
expect a speedier user experience 
next year, A Facebook widget is 
certainly not out of the question. 


is there an industry 
wide standard for 
widgets and net 
connectivity? 



How many widgets 
can be installed on 


Going forward, we will be looking 
to support many types of widgets 
- including commercial ones. 


TOcantakesome 


time to load-how 


This year you can have a maximum 


There are some industry standards 
in development We rely on common 
technology standards such as XML 
and JavaScript. I can’t comment 
on what other manufacturers are 
doing, but my guess is that we are 
all using similar systems, If content 
providers decide to build a widget, 
it will more or less be able to work 
with most of the big CE brands. 
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NEW SHOROOM NOW OPEN 

543-549 High Road, Seven Kings, Ilford , Essex IG1 1TZ 

CALL 020 8924 7744 

QUOTE REF. HCC176 


-JBUS&- Canon HITACHI JVC «u> Panasonic PHILIPS Aoneer «a3JP* SHARP SONY TOSHIBA 


SONY KDL-40Z550GU 

► 4Q rt Full HD 1080 8 RAVI A LCD TV 

► Motion flow 200Hz 

► HDMI X 4 

► Also available in 
46"& 52" 


NEW MODEL 


£1099.00 


0LG 2 2 LH2000 

► 22 ” HO Ready LCD TV 

► Digital Freeview 

► lx HDMI 

► Also available in 
19" 26"5d5 7" 


£199.00 




SONY KDL-46W5500U SONY 


BDP-S76Q SONY 


DSCTX1S 


► 46" Full HD IGSOp LCD TV with Bra via 
Engine 3 

► 60000:1 Dynamic 
Contrast 

* HDMI X 4 

► Also available in 
46"& 52" 


£999.00 



► High Performance 8to-ray Oise™ Player 

► 7,1 channel High Definition Surround Sound 
Bitstream 

► Also available BDPPS360 & BDPP556Q 



£359.00 


► 14.1 mm thin Digital Still Camera (Silver) 

► 10,2 effective megapixels resolution 

► Extra large, wide 3" Clear Photo LCD touchscreen 


£299.00 






2GLG4GOO 

► 26" HD Ready LCD TV with integrated DVD 

► S,Q0D:1 Dynamic Contrast 
Ratio 

► 2 x HDMI 


TOSHIBA 32AVG15DB 

► 32" HQ-ready Freeview LCD TV 

► 30000:1 Dynamic Contrast 

► 3XHDMI 

► Also available in 19" 

22”; 26" & 37" 


£299.00 


37LH7000 


£379.00 


£599.00 


Ulo 


► 37" HD Ready 1080 p 
Trumotion 100Hz 

► Bluetooth 

► 4x HDMI 

► Also available in 32" & 42" 


Panasonic 


TXP42G15B 


► 42" Full HD lOSOp Viera Plasma TV with 
FreeSat 

► Over 2,000,000:1 Dynamic Contrast 

► HDMI Input x 4 
h Also available in 

42"Si46" 


£799.00 



Panasonic dmp-bdso Panasonic TXL32V10B TOSHIBA 22DV615DB 


► Blu-ray Disc Player 

* SD Memory Card Slot 

► USB Terminal 

* Also available DMP-&D80 



£169.00 


► 32" Full HD 108Op Viera LCD TV with 
Built-in FreeSat | 

► 100-Hz Intelligent 
Frame Creation 

► Viera Link 

► Also available in 
37" a 42" 


£659.00 



► 22" HD Ready OV Series LCD/DVD Combi 

► Integrated Digital Tuner 

► 1 X HDMI 


► Also available in 7SM 
22DV616DB 


£229.00 



SAMSUNG UE40B6000 

► 40" Full HQ lQOHz 1080p LED Crystal TV™ 



t Mega Dynamic Contrast 
t 4 X HDMI 
► Also available in 46" 


£919.00 


SAMSUNG 


LE32B530 SAMSUNG ECST1000 SAMSUNG BD-P1E00 


► 32" Full HD 1080p LCD TV 

► Wide Colour Enhancer! 



► SAMSUNG Digital Still Camera with GPS, 
Bluetooth & WiFi (Black) 

► 12 megapixels and a powerful Sx optical zoom 

► 3.5" wide touch screen display 



► Blu-ray Disc Player 

► Full High definition 1 Git Op Resolution 
I HDMI 

► Also available RDP46DQ 



£109.00 


Pioneer 


8 DP 12 G Pioneer 


PDPLX 5090 f**oneGr 


DC 5 FS 3 G LIFESTYLE 3 S (Series-IV) 


► Blu-Ray Disc™ Player with BD-Live 



► 50" HD Ready 108Op KURD Plasma 



£209.00 



£2149.00 


*2.1 channel DVD Home Cinema System 
with USB and Slim Front Speakers 

► IGSOp levels of detail 
y MP3., WMA or MPEG-4 AAC (iTunes) 


■1 _i 


£449.00 


► DVD Home Entertainment System 

* ACOUSTlMASS® module 



All Bess products 3 re 
nnly available In-stors 


FREE 2 YEAR 

WARRANTY 


£3000.00 


FLAT PANEL TELEVISIONS HOME CINEMA DVD RECORDERS CAMCORDERS DIGITAL STILL CAMERAS 

Open Monday to Saturday Sam - 6pm and Sunday 1030am - 4.30pm 
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32 INTERNET TV 



Top: Changing the RSS 
settings isn't a very user- 
friendly experience 
Middle: Using Sony's alarm 
clock widget 
Bottom: The KDL-4OV55O0S 
ability to play networked 
media files makes up for the 
limited interactive services 


Clockwatcher: If you need 
to know the time in 
Alaska whilst watching 
Masterchef then Sony has a 
widget to help 


AppliCast - Sony 

As found on: KDL-40V5500 (£700) 

Connection: Wired Ethernet only 
Networked media player: Yes - video, audio 
and photos 

Overall rating: oeooo 

Like the other portals here - with the exception of 
Philips' net-browsing version - Sony's AppliCast 
takes the walled garden approach. In other words, 
Sony and its content partners provide the services. 
This gives the manufacturer control over what's 
offered, and ensures that everything available is 
geared up for the display and the technology that 
Lurks behind it. 

The KDL-40V5500’s attractive menu system, 
which borrows heaviLy from the PlayStation 
games console, has a Network option from which 
the various AppliCast widgets are available. 
Unfortunately the current choices are few and 
dull There's a calculator, calendar, aLarm clock 
and world dock - all of which can be displayed 
alongside the TV picture. The only truLy online 
content comprises the ability to seLect photos 
for download and display - a feature known 
as Picture Frame Online - and access to RSS 
newsfeeds. Some of the photos available on 
Picture Frame Online - which is organised by 
theme - are truly magnificent and show off the 
40V5500'sl080p screen to good effect. 


By default, the RSS feature displays Sony- 
reLated TV news. Strange. However, the URL of 
this feed can be laboriously changed to something 
more interesting with an onscreen keyboard 
(no bookmarks, though). You're informed if new 
widgets are available, but over a period of several 
weeks I certainly couldn’t find any additions. This is 
a pity because the KDL-40V5500 can handle up 
to 30 of them. As with the Samsung, widgets are 
downloaded to the TV; onLy the associated data is 
acquired online when needed. 

Next year, Sony’s interactive service wilL be 
expanded so it s more in line with what’s currently 
offered by the competition. For instance, while 
it's the only platform here not to offer YouTube, 
Sony has confirmed it will be added in 2010, 
when the brand launches Bravia Internet TV, 
a revamped version of Applicast, On-demand 
content from Five is also coming. But by then 
its rivals will probably have moved on, too 
- and at the moment, it's definitely the weakest 
‘net TV offering. 

Making up for the content-lite AppliCast, 

Sony's KDL-40V5500 has a DLNA-certified 
networked media pLayer (USB is provided as 
an alternative). The downside is that the choice 
of formats and codecs is limited. AVCHD, HDV, 
MPEG-2, JPEG and MP3 may be supported, 
but its incompatibility with DivX/XviD is 
somewhat unforgiveable. 





Conclusion 

All of these brand s online portaLs are easy to use 
and have something unique to offer, although 
Sony's AppliCast is the most disappointing of 
the bunch. It doesn't match the services provided 
by Samsung - which employs very similar 
technology to offer some useful widgets 
- nor is it as fast, slick or intuitive, Panasonic offers 
some unique content - sports fans and stock- 
market players will appreciate Eurosport and 
Bloomberg - but it’s still quite limited. 

Philips’ Net TV currently has the biggest 
potential. And for now, Net TV fs the only app 


to offer H net radio and an escape route from 
the waLled garden, courtesy of its Opera web 
browser. In that respect, it’s streets ahead of 
the competition. 

Bring on VoD 

It's unfortunate that none of these brands yet 
provide access to popular VOD services like BBC 
i Player. As soon as such services are added - and 
it’s only a matter of time - the appeal of net- 
enabled tellies wiLl soar. In fact, HCC is confident 
that IPTV will one day become the norm, 
appearing alongside TV channels in the ERG 



www.fntdowns.nat ft www.Joumal-ploza.net 






















Next Generation TV 



Samsung L=HTV 


The Next Generation of TV has arrived. Immerse yourself in exquisite 
colour and definition with Samsung’s LED back-lighting technology. 
Bringing you sharper images, deeper blacks and brighter colours 
in a stunning, ultra-slim profile. The ultimate viewing experience. 

www.samsung.com/led 


Scraem images arc sirnLjIafod, C20Q9 Samsung QKfttriles Co, Ltd 
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34 JAMES CAMERON 



The imaginator 


Angel delight: 

Cameron has 
also dabbled in 
TV, producing 
the Jessica Alba 
sci-fi show Dari: 



H e’s been called a megalomaniac and an 
egotist and accused of making the lives 
Of those working with him miserable. 

But he’s also the mastermind behind some of 
the most successful cinematic blockbusters of the 
past 25 years, with his efforts behind the camera 
on a mere six films trousering US box office 
returns of over $1 bill ion. Now he’s about to 
unleash his first feature film in 12 years. Welcome 
back James Cameron, 

The Canadian bom director is beLoved of home 
cinema fans, thanks in part to his 80s double 
whammy of Terminator and Aliens - films which 
fused sci-fi with hardcore violence and popcorn 
thrilLs in a way that hadn’t been done before. 

But he’s not all about guns and nuclear 
explosions: his work as a director has clearly been 
infused by his early career in SFX. This is a man 
who seems completely obsessed with the latest 
tech developments, the visionary who introduced 
the wonders of CG visual FX and morphing’ 
technology through The Abyss and Terminator 2, 
and whose forthcoming movieAvafar has become 
the poster boy for a new era of 3D cinema. 

It was over 30 years ago that Cameron, inspired 
by Star Wars, decided to quit his job as a truck 


driver and take the leap into the film industry. 

Like Martin Scorsese, Francis Ford Coppola and 
Jonathan Demme before him, Cameron’s first real 
taste of HoLlywood came with a job working for 
Low-budget filmmaker Roger German. 

Starting in the special FX department, before 
progressing to art director on Battle Beyond the 
Stars , Cameron’s first big break came when the 
original director Left Piranha II: The Spawning , 
allowing him to take the reins. The shoot itself 
was a disaster (as was the resulting film), but it’s 
during this time that claims he had a nightmare 
about a robot hitman sent from the future to kill 
him - a concept he turned into The Terminator. 
This Led to a scripting assignment on First Blood 
Part If, and he’s never looked back since, crafting 
blockbuster after blockbuster, raking in hundreds 
of millions in box office takings along the way. 

Yet, after 1997 s Titanic , Cameron withdrew 
from mainstream Hollywood, preferring to noodle 
around at the bottom of the Atlantic making 3D 
IMAX documentaries. Had he fallen out of love 
with cinema? Nah - he was simply developing the 
technology that wouLd enable him to bring a new 
3D spectacular to the multiplexes, and satiate the 
appetite of home cinema fans around the world 
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HOME CINEMA HEROES 35 


Quintessential Cameron... The Abyss introduces the world to CG ‘morphing’ 



The crew of the underwater oil The watery tentacle then attempts 

platform come face-to-face with to communicate with them by 
a mysterious visitor replicating their facial expressions 



Poker face Very very tasty 

As well as seamlessly 1 morphing' While the entire sequence only 

between faces, the groundbreaking lasts for about 75 seconds, it took 
CG creation also reacts to touch ILM eight months to complete 


Must own... 


w 

: i * 


Li_ _e _ 

• \ 1 

/ / M 


Strange Days 

Universal Pictures-* Region 2 DVD 
£6 Approx 

Before immersing himself in Titanic* s 
pre-production. James Cameron wrote 
and produced this fast-paced 
cyberpunk thriller for director, and 
ex-wife, Kathryn Bigelow. 

00,07: This POV 'clip' sequence puts 
the dialogue in the rear channeis, Weird 
and highly effective. 

17,19: In the future, TV's are still 4:3! 
120,22 ; The NYE street party scenes 
are dazzling - tons of extras, a heavy 
metal soundtrack and helicopters 
swirling around the 5.1 soundscape. 



The Terminator 


MGM-*R2 Definitive Edition DVD 
£13 Approx 

Cameron's breakthrough flick cost $6m 
to make yet grossed ten times that 
amount. A lean gritty sci-fi slasher and 
still the best entry in the franchise. 
07.44: The opening credit seq uence, 
complete with Brad Fiedel's now- 
famous synth score, screams 
sci-fi B-movie! 

57,10: Til be back.' With these words 
a Hollywood star was bom. 

87,13: The TIOl’s endoskeleton rises 
from theflames, Some of the 
stop-motion FX now looks a bit ropey. 


Worth seeing... 




Rambo-First 
Blood Part II 

Momentum Pictures 
R2 DVD Boxset-*£33 Approx 

Cameron and Sylvester StaLlone 
co-wrote this sequel, which took the 
troubled Vietnam vet from First Blood 
and turned him into an all-action icon. 
00.18 ; The DVD picture is surprisingly 
sharp for a film over 25 years old, 
02.59; Do we get to win this time?' 
Amidst a slew of 1980s anti-war flicks, 
Rambo //stands proud. 

57,17: TypicaL Cameron: a gun-packed 
chase sequence replete with choppers, 
heavily-armed soLdiers and a feisty girl. 


True Lies 

Universal Pictures ^R2 DVD 
£10 Approx 

Schwarzenegger as a James Bond-style 
spy sounded great - until it turned out 
to be a comedy, with incompetent Arab 
terrorists and that guy from Roseanne , 
The action set pieces make it worth 
watching, though. 

33,26: Cameron has fun with a horse 
vs motorbike chase. The bike wins, but 
only because the horse refuses to jump 
off a building. 

108,33: Fighter jets, a limousine, a 
helicopter (again) and a FLorida Keys 
road bridge star in this expLosive stunt. 



Aliens 


Twentieth Century Fox-* R2 Special 
Edition DVD -+ £23 Approx 

Cameron’s sequel stripped away the 
horror elements of Ridley Scott’s 
original and replaced them with space 
marines and machine-gun fire. 

25,00: The exterior ships-in-space 
shots look surprisingly cheap. Obviously 
Cameron spent his budget elsewhere... 
137,40 :.., such as this gory scene 
where Bishop (Lance Henriksen) is 
cleaved in two by the Queen Alien, 
739.55: 'Get away from her, you bitch,’ 
Ripley kicks ass in one of cinema's 
best-loved cat-fights. 



Terminator 2: 
Judgement Day 

Optimums Region B BD Sky net 
Ed i ti on«+ £2 5 Approx 

The definitive home cinema movie, 72 
ramps up the action and spectacle, as 
Arnie’s do-gooding cyborg travels back 
to 1991 to save John Connor from Robert 
Patrick's shape-changing nasty, 

35.77;The storm-drain chasedelivers 
hi-octane action, brutal DTS-HD sanies, 
and plenty of vehicular destruction, 
725-33; [ i know now why you cry... But 
it is something I can never do.' Cameron 
caps 77s epic finale with a moment of 
mawkish sentiment. Boo! 



’SEmiMi 

The Abyss 


Twentieth Century Fox-*R2 Special. 
Edition DVD-*£18 Approx 

When Cameron finally discovered CGI. 
he tested it out in this underrated 
subterranean sci-fi-disaster-drama. 
23.79: The non-anamorphic picture is 
washed out and soft. How long will we 
have to wait for a Blu-ray version? 
37.40; The first appearance of the CG 
water beastie made us alL sit up and 
take notice in 1989. 

146.52: In the Director's Cut, the 
underwater aliens threaten to wipe out 
humanity with tidal waves until Ed 
Harris persuades them otherwise. Odd. 


Avoid... 



Titanic 


20th Century Fox-*R2 Four-Disc 
Collector’s Ed DVD-* £25 Approx 

This box-office smash has epic scale, 
fabulous production vaLues and 
mesmerising SFX. A shame, then, that 
it's a pile of overlong soppy garbage 
with an irritating soundtrack, 

2037: After an opening act set in the 
present day set, Cameron transports us 
back to Southampton, 1912, The ship 
here is CG, but a 40ft long scale model 
was a Iso built, 

94.47: Oiceberg! Right ahead! 1 
Finally, after 90 minutes, the movie 
kicks into gear. 
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Cinema with a licence to thrill 



In the same way that film makers go to great lengths to create spectacular, unforgettable movies, 
DSE invests all of its effort and expertise to ensure that your new home cinema is a sure-fire block¬ 
buster. 


This means sensational sound and vision for captivating movies, games andTV, and a complete design, 
which balances the best use of precious space with excellent decor to endow a stunning room with the 
perfect ambience. 

Whatever your taste and wherever the space, we'll help you to find a home for the ultimate HD enter¬ 
tainment experience! To find out more please call 0191 491 4141 



CUSTOM 


Supported and supplied byCSECUSTOM 
www.csecustom.com 


2nd Floor 530 Durham Road 
Low Fell, Gateshead NE9 6HU 

info@dsegroup.co.uk 

www.dsegroup.co.uk 


die 

group 


www.ffMdoms.ntt ft www.Jotmtal-piaza.net 




www.homecinemachoice.com 37 



-»Smcxrthome highlights PEERLESS Ultra-thin wall-mounts made to match 
the latest in size zero fiatscreens LUTRON Designer black-out blinds with eco-friendly credentials 
MERIDIAN Next-generation music server SHED HEAVEN! Take a tour of a stunning DIY cinema at the 
bottom of a garden CERTIFIED AV-HOLIC! An HCC reader guides you through his home theatre setup 
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38 PEERLESS WALLMOUNTS -» LUTRON BLACKOUT BLINDS 

Hang-on-the-wall heaven! 

If you're wall-hanging as part of your install, you'll need an ultra-thin mounting system 


When you "re talking custom installation home 
cinema, one thing you have to get right before 
you start is the positioning of your flat TV or 
projector screen. Plus, if you've opted for a panel 
over PJ, and you're serious about repLicating the 
cinematic experience in your home, wall¬ 
mounting is a must. 

An immediate problem, though, is that the 
majority of available wall-mount options 
compromise the slim nature of today's displays 
by effectively adding several centimetres to the 
thickness of the screen when it’s fixed to the wall 
This is understandable - the mount itself has to 
sit behind the TV, with all its fixings - but galling 
when you consider just how thin modem screens 
have become. New offerings from brands like Sony, 
Panasonic and Samsung are thinner than 30mm, 

US brand PeerLess reckons it's come up with 
a solution. Its SLimLine range of ultra-thin mounts 
maintain the design flair of contemporary 
TVs by adding as little as 8,4mm to the screen 
depth. Peerless boasts that its Slim Line product 
is the world's thinnest flatpanel mounting 
solution. 'We live in a time when bigger is better 
and thinner is the winner," quips Adam Molberger, 
product manager for Peerless 1 flatpanel mounts,. 

Now Peerless has added a new range of 
articulating and tilting SLimLine waLl-mounts, 
providing further flexibility to end-users and 
installers alike - and HCC has had a preview. 

Just swivel 

The 'articulating’ SLWS250 and SLWS350 are 
intended for 32-46in and 37-56in screens, and 
cost around £250 and £300 respectively. The 
arms on both mounts retract to Less than 30mm 
and extend to 604mm on the 5LWS250 and 



734mm on the SLWS350. This alLows full, Line up: Using a tilting 

180-degree movement (90 degrees Left and wall-mount means you 

right), enabling viewing angles to be perfected. can get your flatscreen 

Peerless's SLWS220 and SLWS320 tilting perfectly lined up with your 

mounts position screens 17mm from the wall, with viewing position 

full-motion tilt of +17.5 and -5 degrees. Screen 
adapters hook on to the wall-plate for installation. 

The SLWS220 extends up to 149mm from the 
wall, allowing access to the back of the screen, 
with the SLWS320 extending up to 140mm. 

Other key features include +/-5 degrees of rolL 
to allow for horizontal Levelling of the screen, 
and tool-free adjustment of +15/-5 degrees. 

The Slimline range is already getting support 
from some installers, Sevenoaks Swindon 
franchisee Trevor Farrell told HCC: They are 
the thinnest products on the market and create 
the most discrete installations; and they are 
incredibly quick and easy to fit. 1 


Escient control 
for Pronto 

D&M Installation 
Europe has 
introduced a free 
IP control module 
for the bi-directional 
control of Escient Vision media players 
via Marantz RC9001, Philips TSU9600 
and TSU9800 Pronto touch-screen 
control handsets. Downloadable 
free of charge from www.escierrt.co.uk, 
the module enables the intuitive 
and user-friendly Escient Vision 
onscreen display GUI interface on 
each of the handsets - so you don't 
even have to switch on your TV 
or projector to set up the system. 

We featured the Escient Zone 
- an integrated Cl home control 
platform - in HCC #175. 
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Blind faith 

i] L Lighting supremo 

Lutron likes to keep 
Light out, too. Its 
new designer blind 
collections-the 
Gallery and Qassico - boast wide 
selections of sustainable, PVC-free and 
fire safe fabrics, with a choice of colours. 
Among the ranges featured within 
The Gallery collection are Dim-out and 
Burnout, offering dim-out and sheer 
fabrics in a selection of versatile 
designs. The Qassico collection has 
been created with a more corporate 
design scheme in mind and includes 
blackout, dim-out and sheer ranges. 
Additionally, there are alsoGreenguard 
and Oeko-Tex-certified ranges within 
the Classico collection, aimed at the 
environmentally conscious customer. 




Taking charge 

~ Crestronhas 

I launched its first MFC 

g (Media Presentation 

TTTTT Controller) unit with 
Ei. .. 37. . , 

— a p rogra mmab Le 

LCD front panel. The MPC-M5 joins 

Crestron sfamiLyof AV room controllers, 

and features a buiLt-in 2-Series controL 

system, which fits onto a standard 

three-gang electrical box. Its LCD 

display has four soft 1 and seven ‘hard' 

key buttons with LED feedback -all 

fully-programmable for commanding 

system functions such as power, source, 

transport controL audio and lighting. 

The MPC-M5Q has customisabLe backlit 

labelling and wireless remote capability. 

It’s available in black and white and 

mounts in a waLL or podium. Prices from 

your Local instalLer. 


SooLoos 

revamped 

Meridian's new 
Sooloos music server 
“the Sooloos 2,0 
- boasts a host of 
improvements and 
additions from simple interface 
enhancements to major changes in 
system capabilities, zone playback and 
hardware options. It requires fewer 
components, toa A Control 10 can now 
be combined with a Twinstore alone to 
create a full-on music system. Says Bob 
Stuart, Meridian's co-founder: The new 
design allows the interface to handle 
hundreds of thousands of files with the 
same speed and flexibility as just 100 - 
a critical point when considering on Line 
and other media types." £7,000, plus 
installation, bags you this dassy system. 
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beautiful home cinema environments by pac 



pac are multi award winning home cinema specialists. 
We design and install beautiful home cinema environments 
just for you, making each one a work of art in its own right. 


London 



South East 


North 

South West 

Midlands 

N21 - The London 

SW4-SMC 

SW19 -Beyond 

Essex - T&T Automation 

Herts - Audiofile 

Lancs - Majik House 

Dorset - Dawsons 

Lincolnshire 

Home Cinema Company 

020 7819 1700 

the Invisible 

(Europe] Ltd 

01279 504 574 

01524 273 578 

AV Home 

Wired Developments 

020 8370 1825 

SWA - Gibson 

08450 94 93 95 

01255 862 831 

Kent - Imagine 

West Yorkshire 

01202 764 965 

0800 458 0885 

Watford - Prestige Audio 

Music Ltd 

WS - Audio Venue 

Essex - Custom 

this (UK] Ltd 

Finite Solutions Ltd 



01923 801 400 

020 7384 2270 

020 8547 8703 

Sight & Sound 

0845 680 6854 

0113 255 4765 




01992 574 343 
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Men Origins: Wolverine Moli 




















































40 GARDEN INSTALL£10,000 APPROX 



The shed cost £7,000 from 
Garden Pleasure, and 
required planning permission 
before it was built 
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INSTALLS 41 



* 


Kit Checklist 

Panasoni c: PT-AE3Q00 projector 
Mis?,:- E5 7.1 surround speakers 
* Fba' I19in electric screen, 
unbranded, £110 brand-new from 
the internet auction site 
Onkyo; TX-SR876 AVR 
Sony: PlayStation 3, US model for 
Region A discs 
Sony: 5350 BLu-ray player for 
Region B discs 
Hauppauge: HD-PVR 
Sky: HD set-top box 
Toshiba: EP35 HD DVD player 
Self-built home-theatre PC 
Microsoft: Xbox 360 console 
Harmony; 890 remote 
Onkyo: iPod dock 
Garden Pleasure: Shed 


T he owner of this awe-inspiring 
garden cinema originalLy 
contacted HCC as an AV-holic. 
Vet, having browsed through the 
images he sent in, we decided this 
install deserved more space. A 7.1 
bigscreen movie theatre with PC and 
console gaming, multiple HD sources, 
mini fridge and plenty of legroom, 
all fitted inside a shed? That’s not 
something we see every day. 

Named ’Reelwood’ by its proud 
owner PJ, this wooden wonder is 
the result of two months hard work, 
constant tweaking, bargain-hunting 
and, as often happens, the need 
for more space, PJ explains... 

'My living room used to be the 
home cinema but that was all it 
was. Everything pointed towards 
the screen. It was hard to have a 
conversation and it wasn’t very 
sociable. When my girlfriend moved 
in we came to the agreement that 
the home cinema had to be moved 
so we could have a 'normal living 
room. She suggested buiLding it into 
a shed at the bottom of the garden 
so the sound wouldn’t be an issue 
and I could have movie nights with 
my friends, til whatever time in 
the morning, without disturbing the 
house. Initially I was worried I was 
going to end up with a portable 
TV in a shack,..’ 

The cLearing and construction 
of the shed, and installation of the 
electronics, began in mid-April and 
was finished by the middle of July. 
Now it’s complete, is there anything 
PJ wishes he’d done differently? 

No, is the emphatic answer. 

'It’s great. Bigger and better than 
I imagined it would be. The only 
thing I could have added was 
professional soundproofing, but the 
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cost would have been astronomical. 
As it is, you can only feel a slight 
rumbLe from outside, so it all worked 
out for the best.' 

Of course, even though the major 
build is over, there are things that 
can be fiddled with, 

Tm still having fun making minor 
adjustments,' admits Pi. 1 haven't 
stopped yet!’ 

Taking a tour of Reelwood proves 
what a devoted AV-hoLic PJ is. 

There’s Star Wars memorabilia in 
the lobby, a Hauppauge HD PVR 
for archiving Sky HD materiaL, 
an imported US PLayStation 3 
for spinning Region A Blu-rays, 
a home-built media centre PC*, 
and a 119in electric projector screen 
snaffled for the bargain price of £110. 

‘It's completely unbranded. 

It honestly has no lettering on 
it whatsoever I got it off eBay 
brand-new, so I’m guessing it’s 
Chinese-made.’ 

With a 26ft x 22ft area to work 
with, there was no chance of not 
going down the projector route, says 
PJ, who explains the benefits, 'You 
can’t beat it for size, flexibility and 
scope. The only flatscreen to come 
close was the 103in Panasonic but 
that’s still not as big and costs 
£50,000! If you have the space 
and the right conditions a projector 
is a no-brainer.’ 

AV dream 

The cinema gets a lot of use, despite 
being at the bottom of the garden, 
PJ's girlfriend loves the way it makes 
movies and get-togethers a real 
event (they just wish I would turn 
it down a bit'), and every Sunday 
they have friends round, order some 
takeaway food and watch a movie or 
two. In fact, Pi estimates they watch 
four or more films a week on the 
system, plus aLL the latest HD shows. 

With that kind of AV-geek lifestyle, 
you’d be forgiven for thinking PJ 
was ready to relax a bit and enjoy 
the fruits of his labours, but he isn’t 
resting on his laurels. He's already 
considering adding a 9.2-channel 
amp - or even a 3D projector, 

[ l was Lucky enough to see 
Panasonic's Full HD 3D demo at 
a recent expo,' says the AV addict, 
Tve always been a supporter of 3D 
and am glad it’s finally moving 
towards mainstream and shying 
away from anaglyph in the home. 

I’Ll definitely be adding 3D to my kit 
sooner rather than later,’ 

Sooner please. Then we have an 
excuse to pop back to his cinematic 
cabin for another jealous Look 
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A Get the picture 

The owner first bought an HD 
projector in 2002, and currently uses 
a Panasonic PT-AE3000 - although 
this might have to make way for 
a 3D-capable PJ in the near future 

B Set brain to ‘Off 1 

Out of the sizable software 
collection (1810 discs and counting), 
it’s the Transformers 2: Revenge of 
the Fallen Blu-ray that is getting 
the most playback - because it’s 
’perfect for testing the system and 
not having to think fora few hours’. 

C Thrill-seeker 

Hi-def gaming is a big part of 
PJ's home cinema experience: 
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There’s nothing more exciting than 
going flat-out over a cliff edge in 
Burnout Paradise on a 119in screen 
at f uLL volume’ 

D Goin’ Solo 

No home theatre is complete 
without some movie memorabilia 
- and these Star Wars standees 
also hide PJ's extra speaker wire, 
collection of screwdrivers, and kettle 

E Serious soundfield 

The combination of a 7.1 Mission E5 
speaker system and 7,1-channeL 
Onkyo TX-SR876 AVR gets the most 
from BD soundtracks 
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Intelligent Homes 
in the Making 


DLA-HD950B 
model shown 


ming HD designs from JVC,^ ^ v 
D^ HMSOjand DLA-fiSsSO models! 
pr ojectorson permanent demonstration 
rand getltheclearest picture. 
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126 High Street, Beckenham, Kent, BR31ED, Tel. 020 8663 3777 
173 Station Road, Edgware, Middlesex, HA8 7JX, Tel. 020 8952 5535 

www.musical-images.co.uk sales@musical-images.co.uk 

Audio Visual Lifestyle Ltd tfa Musical Images. Please call for opening time details. 


At Musical Images we've installed literally hundreds of 
projectors over the past twenty years. We are recognised 
as one of the UK's leading experts in Home Entertainment 
installation - winning the Home Cinema Choice award for 
"Best Multiroom Installation" on three occasions. 




All installations by Musical Images 
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Anton van 
Beek visits 
a lavish 
smarthome 
with a luxury 
cinema room 


T his spectacuLar bigscreen 
theatre is the centrepiece of 
a major smarthome project 
recent Ly completed by York-based 
pro-installers iHomes. 

The Lucky owner has funded 
a redevelopment of the entire 
property, including the addition of 
what's described as an 
‘entertainment wing 1 . This features 
a ground floor given over to a games 
room - complete with pool tabLe, 
bar and Pac-Man machine - and 
conservatory, and this dedicated 
movie room on the first fLoor. 

The brief to iHomes was to 
create a cinema with l wow factor' 

- and we reckon it's succeeded; the 
ten-seat room is a feast for the eyes 
even before the kit kicks into life. 
Matching the curve of the leather 
seating is a fLoating ceiling feature 
that utilises more than 500 multi¬ 
colour fibre optics, giving the room 
a real touch of bling. 

Keeping in touch 

This attention to detail is evident 
throughout the project, not least 
in the specified AV kit and the way 
in which content from the client's 
extensive DVD collection and iTunes 
library can be streamed aLL around 
the house. iHomes even integrated 
a mic into the ELan audio-switching 
system, allowing the owners to hear 
if their baby daughter wakes up 
while they're using the movie den 
- something that couLdn't be 
achieved with traditional baby 
monitors, due to the distance. 

They interpreted my brief exactly 
and even added a few extra sparkles 
along the way, 1 says the cinema 
room's delighted owner, ‘All my 
famiLy use the system constantly, 
it has been faultLess!’ 
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Groovy baby: 

The ten-seat 
cinema mixes 
cutting-edge 
AV with 
designer looks 
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Room essentials 

A Boom Boom Row! 

Room-shaking bass is provided by this 12in active 
subwoofer with 300W CLass-D digital amplification 

B Invisible sound 

Hidden behind the acoustically-transparent 103in 
projector screen is a trio of Elan in-walL speakers 

C Mount up 

The cinema room's Runco R5-440 projector is mounted 
using Future Automation's award-winning PM1 system 

D Living free(sat) 

The living room boasts a Panasonic TH50-PZ81B with 
Freesat tuner, plus two Elan MP8QQC in-ceiling speakers 

E Hi-def everywhere 

Hi-def video is distributed to nine TVs throughout the 
home (including this Sony KDL37V4QGQU in the master 
bedroom) via the Elan HD video switcher 
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46 GET YOUR KIT OUT 


Certified: AV-holic! 


Every issue, one HCC reader invites you to take a 
tour of their beloved home cinema setup... 



V 

< J »-1 

Mice idea: 

Our AV-holic 
used a £250 mains 
cable as a chat-up line 


Join the club 

Do you want to see your home 
cinema, system featured in the 
pages of Home Cinema Choice ? If 
so, just email your contact info and 
some large, hi-res photos of your 
setup to hcc@futurenetco.uk 
with AV-Holic as the subject. 


Introduce yourself.,. 

I'm MarioGreppi, aged 23. 

Are you an AV-holic? 

Yes, I'm a self-confessed techno 
geek, more so than a movie buff! 

I spend more time reading about 
gear and following advances in 
equipment than I do actually 
watching films. This is mainly 
due to having kids now, though. 
What's in your cinema setup? 
Too much to list here' The main 
components are a Panasonic 
PT-AE3000 projector, 4Gin 
Samsung LCD TV, Rotel 
processor and power amp. 
Pioneer BDP-51FD BLu-ray deck, 
Bowers&Wilkins surrounds and 
a REL subwoofer, plus an Xbox 
360 and a Playstation 3. 

What's your newest buy? 

My Bowers and Wilkins CM5s. 

I had been using Quad 21Ls but 
with the introduction of children 
into the room I could not bear 
the thought of the varnish 
getting trashed. The CM5s 
should stand some chance of 
survival... until the terrors can 
reach those Nautilus tweeters. 


How much have you spent on 
your hobby over the years? 

That is quite a scary thought 
Not including any media, I would 
say around £40K. I also have 
a large CD and vinyl collection 
valued at around £2QK and 
around £5K-worth in films. Not 
to mention my games collection. 
What's your wife's take on 
your hobby? 

She thinks I'm slightly mad, 
although when I put a film on 
she tries to hide the smile that 
says 'Wow'. One of the first 
conversations I ever had with 
her was about a £250 mains 
cable that I bought and how 
there must be something wrong 
with me. I ended up marrying 
her, so clearly she was correct. 
What's your current fave disc? 
If I had to choose a film to put 
in right now it would be The 
Dark Knight , 

Are you excited about 3D? 

Yes. Not in the form of having to 
wear those silly glasses, though. 

I have hardly any vision in my Left 
eye so those glasses never work! 


Room essentials 

A Projector power 

Mario uses a Panasonic 
PT-AE3000 for his major movie 
sessions, but also has a 4Qin 
Samsung LCD for reguLar 
telly-watching 

B Light fantastic 

Little touches, Like these 
variable mood lights, can give 
your home system a real 
high-end feel 

C New addition 

Our AV-hoLic has replaced a pair 
of Quad 21 Ls with these Bowers 
& Wilkins cabinets. The rears 
and surrounds of the 7.1 system 
are also from B&.W 

D Deadly duo 

Amplification and surround 
sound processing are handled 
by two separate RoteL 
components, one of which has 
an integrated full-colour screen 
for preview purposes 
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23 individual stores 
across the UK 


Basingstoke-01256 324311 

basingstoke@audio-t.co.uk 

Blackpool - 01253 300599 
blackpool@audio-t.co.uk 

Bolton-01204 395789 
bolton@audio-t.co.uk 

Brentwood - 01277 264730 
brentwood@audio-t.co.uk 

Brighton-01273 609431 
brighton@audio-t.co.uk 

Bristol-01179 264975 
bristol@audio-t.co.uk 

Camberley-01276 685597 
camberley@audlo-t.co.uk 

Carditt - 029 20228565 
cardiff@audio-t.co.uk 

Cheltenham - 01242 583960 
cheltenham@audio-t.co.uk 

Enfield - 020 8367 3132 
enfield@audio-t.co.uk 

Epsom -01372 748888 
epsom@audio-t.co.uk 

Lancaster - 01524 39657 
lancaster@audio-t.co.uk 

Manchester - 0161 839 8869 
manchester@audio-t.co.uk 

Oxford - 01865 765961 
oxford@audlo-t.co.uk 

Portsmouth - 023 9266 3604 
portsmouth@audio-t.co.uk 

Preston-01772 883958 
preston@audlo-t.co.uk 

Reading - 0118 958 5463 
reading@audio-t.co.uk 

Southampton - 023 8025 2827 
southampton@audio-t.co.uk 

Swansea - 01792 474608 
swansea@audlo-t.co.uk 

Swindon - 01793 538222 
swindon@audio-t.co.uk 

Tunbridge Wells - 01892 525666 
tunbridge@audio-t.co.uk 


audio <T 

Sound Vision So fusions 



► The Business for Home Cinema 

Audio T is one of the oldest and most respected hi-fi retailers in the world. 
Started in 1 966 the company has always been innovative - selling the best 
from large and small companies alike. 

Our reputation for selling the best 2 channel products is well known. 

Less well known is that we were one of the first retailers to embrace home 
cinema in the days when flat screens and home cinema rooms were Just 
a dream, 

Combine our state of the art range of brands with Incredible product 
knowledgeable and movie loving staff you have an environment that is 
THE place to choose the home cinema system that is perfect for you. We 
can even make you a decent cup of tea. We can also deliver and install 
your system to ensure it is working at its best, often at no extra charge. 

Some at the key home cinema brands’ we stock include: Arcam, Audiolab, B&W. Bose. Ciasse. 
Damn, Epson, Humax, JVC KEF, Maranlz, M&K, MJ Acoustics, Monitor Audio, Onkya Panasonic 
Philips, Pioneer, REL Samsung, Sim2, Sony projectors, Wharfedale and Yamaha. 


Warrington - 01925 632179 
worrington@audio-t.co.uk 


www.audio-t.co.uk 


Worcester-01905 619059 
worcester@audio-t.co.uk 


•Note: ail our shops make their own choices of product so brands vary In different stores. 
We are not an anonymous chain I Please check our website or call before travelling. 
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Award Winning Luxury Home Gnemos 
and Muffi Roam Systems 

Control © J&CHEBTTKM 

katolctmcapa 

08450 94 93 95 
Wimbledon, London 

w ww. beyo n d the i n v i si b le. com 
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AWARDS O 


definitions 


Bespoke home cinema projection rooms 
True high definition plasma end led tv 
Mum-room audio, video and satellite 
Integrated lighting and control systems 
Telephone & computer networks 
Creative audiovisual interior design 


Definlbans are the leading designer and 
installer of high definition home cinema 
and home automation systems 
in the Yorkshire region. 


Projects range from discrete 
plasma TV systems, to automated 
projection home cinema rooms. 


nee RiJNCO 

ARTCOUSTIC 


01484 713996 
www. defi n ition s . u k. com 

PO Bo* 123, Bnghouse, West Yorkshire 


CEDIA 


E rooms S 



******* 


NOW 

CELEBRATING 

OUR 

20THYEAR 


*+★★*** 


161 Old Brompton Road, London SW5 DU 
T: 020 7244 7759 F: 020 7370 0192 


Disciplines 1 4 4,5,6 
W: www.thelisteningrooms.com 
E: infoCethelfsten ingrooms, com 



SOLUTIONS 

HOME ENTERTAINMENT SPECIALISTS 

£cj} Fully project managed build [pj In ho-use 3D design service 

r§] CEDia qualified Designers © Award winning showhouse 
end Installers with 4 cinema demo rooms 



HI-FI, HOME CINEMA & MULTI ROOM SPECIALISTS 


rauleiqh hi-fi 

J. ..sound & uision 



For 35 years Rayleigh HFFi has been at 
the forefront of high quality hi-fi, home 
dnema and multi room systems. Custom 
Installation is an important and Integral 
pan of I he business with knowledgeable 
and professionally Installed solutions. 
Systems are designed to suit indivkJua 
requirements and full project 
management is provided to ensure 
schedules are met with an after sales 
service that is second'to-none. A very 
wide choice of top hid I, home cinema 
(including LCD, plasma TVs and projector 
systems), multi-room distribution systems, 
lighting controls, and home automation 
systems are included in the product range 
of this lour store company. 


Contact our 
Custom 
Installation 
Department 

44a High Street 
Rayleigh, Essex 
SS6 7EA 

T: 01268 776932 
F: 01268 776909 

ALSO AT 

* SouLheml 

* Cnelrrefofd 

* Colchester 


&sc#n« 1JUAS.G 


www.rdylejghhffr.com 



Hertfordshire Showroom 

253 High Road, Broxboume 
Hertfordshire. EN10 6PZ. 
Tel: 01992 440549 


London Showroom 

ft Haddon Court Parade 
Cocktostw* Road, Barnot, EM4 ODB 
Tel: 020 8440 9509 


E-mail: infodsoundBtage-av.co.uk 
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Mute-room Audio 


Plasma Inetelletlons 


tmellligent Lighting 


Homo Automation 


Bespoke Cabinetry 



Key to Discipline Sections: 1 Audio/Video 2 Security 3 Telephone Systems 4 Wire/Cable 5 Controls Systems Integration 6 Satellite 
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NORTHERN 


IRELAND 


t , Kronas 

V^^uoia VISUAL 


6-9 Scotch Strict Centre, Dungannon, 

C*-Tyrone RT70 IAR 
Tel. (040) 020 6775 3604 
Fu. (04*) 0JS BTTi 3004 
email davld@kroiHnav.ca.tifc 
website www.luianQuv.caMk 


Hi-Fi — Home Gnema 
- MulL'Room Audio 
and Video - Lighting 
and Control Systems — 
Plasma and Projector 
Systems 
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INFIDELITY 

9 High Street, 

Hampton Wkk, 

Kingston Upon Thames 

KT1 4DA 
T: 0208 9433530 
F: 0208 9434509 

www.jnfiddity.CO.LtIc. 

Contact: Simon Bylcs 


lJi.H in|inc4 1,2, M, 5,6 
Jnfidelkv ire founder members of 
CEDI A UK tend me intensively 
involved in the various farms of 
Custom Install arson including 
Lutron lighting control systems, 
Mukiroom Audio and Visual and 
Home Cinema systems. We provide 
complete support from the iniral 
planning ro u personalised after files 
service, if you want to have an 
indecently good home aotoni>tioo 
system. 


LIVING ENTERTAINMENT 


Discover the very best in 
Home Entertainment 
technology, together with the 
most Stunning installation 
solutions at Musical Images 

London and the South-Best 's 
premier Home Entertainment 
specialist. 


Winner of three prestigious 
Home Cinema Choice 
"Best Installation of the Year" 

Awards. No one knows more 
Shoot Home Entertainment 
than Musical Images! 

BECKENHAM BRANCH yXf 

126 High Street Beckenham, Kent BR3 1ED 

Tek 020 8663 3777 1*/ 

COVENT GARDEN BRANCH f 

18 Monmouth Street, Covent Garden, London WC2H 9H r& 

Tek 020 7497 1346 

EDGWARi BRANCH I 

173 Station Road, Edgwane, Middlesex HA8 7JX 

Tel: 020 8952 5535 ) ■ * - 


u 


2nd Floor 
530 Durham Road 
Low Fell 
Gateshead 
Tyne & Wear 
NE9 SHU 

Telephone 0191 4914141 
i nfo@dsegrou p, co, u k 

creating intelligent homes 


Tto North East & only design anti Instill specialist. www.dsegroup.co.uk 


dse 

group 


Disciplines 1*4,5,6 



CEDIA 



imagine mu 


www.imaginethis.uk.com tel; 0845 6806856 


Winner “Crestron 

Home Theatre Award" 


HX 
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INTEGRATION 

AWARDS Q 



Oranges 


Hi-Fi, Home Cinema 
& Multi-Room 
Specialists 

020 7924 2040 

Lull: pcj hprv kman^ *1 mrcHi.nt'l 
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*Mi vLmitullfaifi.Ca.uk 



'tfww, r ecyt I? now. com 


Ike pcmili&feei ora endcM. 


CEDIA is an established trade association of experienced 
companies that integrate entertainment, telephone, computer, 
heating, light and security systems in your home 



Key to Discipline Sections: 1 Audio/Video 2 Security 3 Telephone Systems 4 Wire/Cable 5 Control & Systems Integration 6 Satellite 


¥fww,fr&i ms.net St vfww.jotur 












































TANNOY 


tannoy.com 


TS 1201 Subwoofer 


serious technology at play 


Home theatre speakers, hi-fi speakers, custom Installation speakers, commercial speakers ...and now a new range of compact subwoofers. 
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-» Hardware highlights SHARP 52in LED TV with local dimming tech 
PIONEER LX-branded Blu-ray deck with audio talents OPTOMA Full HD projector for less than £1,000 
TEUFEL World’s first THX Select? 5.1 system ONKYO Networking AVR with height/width processing 
SONY Fully-featured BD player and entry-level 37in LCD GENELEC Active sub/sat system AND MORE! 



HCC DOESN’T BELIEVE IN OVERPRAISING HARDWARE, CONSEQUENTLY, A THREE-STAR RATING SHOULDN'T BE CONSIDERED A BAD RESULT, IT SIMPLY MEANS THAT 
A PRODUCT PERFORMS ACCORDING TO ITS CATEGORY POSITION. A FIVE-STAR RATING IS ONLY AWARDED IN EXCEPTIONAL CIRCUMSTANCES 


¥fww»\ ms.net St vfww.iouf 



















52 SHARP LC52LE700E-+£1,900 Approx-* www.sharp.co.uk 


Champion 
of light 

Sharp brings LED tech to its affordable TV 
range. Blinding, says Rik Henderson 


T here’s something exciting 

happening in the worLd of TVs. 
And it's not reaLly what some 
analysts expected or predicted... 

Some were guilty of being so 
giddy with excitement over the 
prospect of OLED TVs that they 
didn’t expect LED backlighting to 
emerge as the saviour of flatpanel 
technology. But it has. In spades. 

LED backlighting has, in the past 
year or so, improved the performance 
of LCD TVs so dramatically that 
you've got to wonder if there's even 
going to be a need for largescreen 
OLED panels at all. An LED- 
illuminated screen can offer a 
super-thin footprint, deep, involving 
black levels and a blisteringly vibrant 
colourfield - all of the promises 
attached to OLED technology - but, 
and this is the crunch, you can have 
them now. In traditional sizes. 

In addition, with LED technology, 
the major manufacturers needn’t 
spend billions creating new 
production Lines from scratch, and 
can focus instead on adapting current 
ones. As a result, costs are minimised 
and prices remain reasonable. 
Everyone’s a winner. Except plasma 
manufacturers, perhaps.,. 

Ready for market 

The LC52LE700E is Sharp’s first 
affordable mass-market LED TV and 
very own prospective OLED-killer. 
While the company has dabbled with 
LED-backlighting before, with its 
super high-end XS1E range of 
screens, they cost two arms, a Leg 
and half a lower intestine, so it’s 
welcome to see the brand finaLly 
bringing its own form of the 
technology to the wider marketplace. 

The cost reduction can partLy be 
explained by the fact that the screen 


features a backlight consisting of 
so-caLled UltraBrilLiant white LEDs, 
rather than the RGB array used in the 
XS1E. These new LEDs, proprietary to 
Sharp, feature a unique double- 
dome 1 Light amplifier lens for extreme 
high brightness and multi- 
fluorescents for improved colour 
fidelity. And by adopting a full array 
of LEDs distributed evenly behind 
a diffuser, the backlight has best-in- 
cLass uniformity. 

Rival manufacturers, such as Sony 
and Samsung, have LatterLy adopted 
side-firing LED systems, aLLowing for 
even thinner screens, but risking 
issues with brightness uniformity. 

Interestingly, the Sharp doesn’t 
employ any Local dimming. Another 
cost-cutting measure? Local 
dimming requires the LED bulbs to be 
individually driven depending on 
screen content. When areas of the 
screen are dark, the bulbs In that 
zone switch off (or dim). When 
brightness is called for, they shine 
brighter. It’s a system that allows for 
both deep, bold blacks and bright, 
brash whites on the same image. 

While this particular screen does 
have a full set of white LED bulbs 
behind the LCD panel, it doesn’t 
switch off in zones. However, Sharp 
argues that its UltraBrilliant LED 
System has other plus points - it’s 
capabLe of high brightness, and 
offers environmental benefits 
including Longer Life expectancy and 
Lower power consumption. 

The screen also debuts the 
brand's Latest Full HD glass. Dubbed 
the X-Gen LCD Panel, it utilises a new 
pixel design that permits more light 
to passthrough even whiLe 
minimising light Leakage. 

Aesthetically, there are some 
ramifications of adopting a Full Array 



The LC52LE7O0E is part of a 
new breed of Sharp LCD TV 


AQUOS 
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HD Ready: yes up to 1080p24 
Digital TV tuner yes and Cl slot 
HDiy yes 4 x HDMI v!3 
Component: yes} input 
PC input: ye 1 x VGA 
Sound: 2 x 10W 
Resolution: 1920 x 1080 
Brightness (claimed): 
45Gcd/m 2 
Contrast ratio (claimed): 

Mega(!) 


■+ Specifications 

Dimensions {w/o stand) mm: 

l,238(w)x 765(h) x 95(d) 
Weight (w/o stand): 22.5kg 
Features X-Gen panel; 
Crystal-dear technology: 

LED-backlight; 
Ultra-white bright 
LEDs; E-mot ion 
(dejuddering); 10-bit 
sign alp recessing; Mercury 
free: ECO button 






. 


JANUARY 2010 HOME CINEMA CHOICE 


vtww.frv9downs.net ft www.Jofmial-plaza.net 













RX6AV 12 


The ideal RX6 multi-channel 
system utilises RX6s and the RX 
centre for the front channels, 
with the discreet RX-FX 
speakers in the surround role; 
all underpinned by the awesome 
RXW-12 subwoofer. 
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Introducing Monitor Audio’s stunning new mid-market 
speaker range. Classically configured and crafted using 
Monitor Audio’s finest proven technologies* RX offers you a 
brilliantly creative union of chic contemporary design and 
utterly realistic audio that will satisfy and endure. 


Available in a choice of premium 
quality real wood veneers and high- 
gloss lacquer finishes, the new RX 
series relies on Monitor Audios most 
prestigious science for its class¬ 
leading sound quality. Techniques 
and materials refined for its flagship 
Platinum and Gold Signature 


series speakers are deployed 
comprehensively throughout each 
of the seven RX designs, which 
combine in matching stereo and 
multi-channel systems to provide a 
dynamic audio accuracy as jaw- 
dropping as any youd enjoy at more 
elevated price levels. 


SEVENOAKS SOUND & VISION 

With 37 years'experience, nobody knows more about getting the 
most from music and movies. Sevenoakscan help you choose 
individual components or design and install a complete system 
from scratch. When you arrange a demonstration at your local store, 
Sevenoaks'experts will give you the time you need to evaluate the 
various options to help find a solution that is perfect for you. 

^Soime product* are not available in all store* or via mall order. Please call before 
travelling or visit wwtw.ssav.com to check. Advert valid until 10/1272009. E&OE 


NATIONWIDE STORES* 

Aberdeen 01224252797 
Bedford 01234272779 
Brighton Hove 01273 733338 
Bristol 0117 974 3727 
Bromley 020 82901988 
Cambridge 01223 304770 
Chelsea 02073529466 
Cheltenham 01242 241171 
Epsom 01372 720720 
Exeter 01392 218895 


Glasgow 0141 3329655 
Guildford 01483 536666 
Hoi bom 020 78377540 
Kingston 0208547 0717 
Leeds Wethertjy 01937 586886 
Lincoln 01522 527397 
Laughton 020 8532 0770 
Maidstone 01622 686366 
Manchester 0161 831 7969 
Norwich 01603 767605 
Nottingham 0115 911 2121 
Oxford 01865 241773 


Plymouth 01752 226011 
Poole 01202 671677 
Reading 0118 959 7768 
Seven oaks 01732 459555 
Sheffield 0114255 5861 
Southampton 023 8033 7770 
Swindon 01793 610992 
Tunbridge Wells 01892 531543 
Watford 01923 213533 
Witham Essex 01376 501733 
Veovil 01935 700078 
Ireland Dublin 01 2751100 


SEVENOa<S 

SOUND & VISION 


® WWW.SSAV.COM 

the experts in home entertainment 
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HCC Test card 

HCCs test card has been designed to torture even the toughest screens... 



A Greyscale 

The rear pattern runs from 
5% white to 100% black, 
and the LE700E provides 
a respectable gradation with 
few banding issues 


BGold 

The searing brightness levels 
punch through golds like they 
were the teeth of an 
American rap star - 
impressive for an LCD TV 


CRed 

The TV is slightly less 
impressive when it comes to 
red reproduction. Although 
colour fidelity seems natural, 
it's not overly bold 



backlit screen 


with 100Hz 

picture 

processing 


Position: 


Top of Sharp’s 
mass-market 
LCD TV range, 
only bettered 
by the 
super- 

expensive XS1E 

Toshiba 

555V685DB; 

Samsung 

UE55B7000 


backlight, but these are minimal. Yes, 
the 52LE700E has a rather weighty 
posterior, chiefly in comparison to 
the Samsung7000 and 8000 
screens, but as that is entirely down 
to the rear-mounted LED array, 
it's a fair trade off for white level 
performance. What can t be so easily 
forgiven is the 52LE700E's 
anonymous, bland face - it's so 
devoid of expression and character, 
it could be one of Sir Alan Sugar's 
assistants on The Apprentice, It's 
hard to imagine this set standing out 
in a crowd of other LED TVs. And 
that might be a problem for Sharp. 

Fully-loaded 

However, as all parents would say 
of their similarly characterless, 
fat- bot tom e d of f sp rl ng /1 f s wh at' s 
on the inside that counts. 1 And they're 
right. Good news, then, that Sharp 
certainly hasn't skimped on the 
feature count. 

Apart from the backlight, there 
are a number of things added to 
this high-end model that impress, 
certainly in a home cinema sense. 

To begin with, there's a healthy 
array of expert picture adjustment 
modes, including a full set of 
individual colour bars to slide up 
and down as you wish. Traditionally, 
picture calibration on Sharp panels 
has been an awkward and mainLy 
subjective affair, often leading to 
frustration with the basic controLs, 
such as contrast, brightness and 
sharpness. And the preset modes 


on the 52LE700E are, quite honestly 
dreadful {although our Tech Labs 
reckons the Low preset is reasonably 
accurate for white balance). 
Thankfully, these additional sliders 
help, and you'll want to put aside 
a good afternoon to play with them. 

The 52LE7QQE aLso offers a 
decent selection of noise reduction 
and picture processing options, 
including a 100Hz mode. The latter is 
a major selling point for Sharp, but 
not for me - I’m rapidly going off 
frame-doubling technologies (or 
quadrupling, in some cases). 
Granted, they provide smooth 
motion, but when they're enabled, I 
aLways feeL they create some strange 
shimmering effects around moving 
objects and add a general sheen of 
artificiality to pictures. 

Such a stylistic amendment 
might be fine for standard-definition 
DVB-T broadcasts and normal DVD 
- indeed, there's often a vast 
improvement - but anybody who 
considers switching on their 100Hz 
or 200Hz processing for ESLu-ray and 
hi-def content should be Locked up 
in a Loony bin. Movies are meant to 
Look like movies, not handycam 
video diaries. Nuff said. 

Some manufacturers allow for 
different grades of frame-multiplying 
technology Samsung, for example, 
gives several options ranging from 
‘Off to ‘High 1 . Often, using the Lowest 
mode gives the best resuLts. 

However, controlling the 100Hz 
processing of this Sharp set is simpLy 


LED TV 

bestsellers 

We outline four cutting- 
edge LED TVs that have 
wowed us in the last year 


Sharp LX-52XS1E 

At £9.000, this 
flagship LED-lit 
screen from 
Sharp was priced 
beyond the 
reach of most 
of us, but its RGB LED-infused 
performance {see p52 for more on 
RGB LED), slender frame and premium 
build quality were startling. More a 
proof-of-concept than a commercial 
viability but it showed the world that 
Sharp meant business, and pocketed 
an HCC Design Excellence Award back 
in issue #168. 



Samsung UE46B8000 

After earlier 
backlit LED 
models, 
Samsung has 
moved to 
edge-lit TVs. 
The result, in terms of styling, is 
stunning - this 8000 series squeezes 
into a body only 29,9mm thin, and 
comes draped in a luxurious tinted 
bezel. Picture quality doesn't 
disappoint either, with the use of 
a genuinely impressive Light filter 
providing deep black levels. 



Philips 42PFL9803HD 

Launched a year 
ago, Philips' 
debut LED screen 
used a direct 
backlit system 
built behind one of the company ’s LCD 
panels, and delivered crisp HD images, 
albeit with some minor motion 
smearing issues. It's now been replaced 
by the 04 series models, but you might 
still find it for sale in some shops with a 
few hundred quid shaved off the price. 




Sony KDL-40ZX1 

I Sony’s first ever 
LED screen 
uses an 
edge- 
mounted 
array 

to deliver a true designer product. 
Weighing only 12.2kg and measuring 
just 10mm at its thinnest point, it needs 
to be seen to be believed Just 
remember, though, that its wafer-thin, 
good-looking body doesn't have 
enough room to accommodate 
speakers or a TV tuner. For the latter 
it ships with an external media box. 
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The LED debate 

John Archer examines both sides of the LED technology story 


L ED-lit LCD TVs are currently 
the hottest thing in the 
TV world, and at the top 
of many Christmas wish-lists. 

But they can be made in 
different flavours. 

First, you can put your array 
of LEDs (Light-Emitting Diodes) 
behind the screen, shining their 
light straight out at the viewer. 

Or you can position LEDs around 
the edge of the screen, with 
their Light shining across the back 
of the paneL and bounced out 
by an array of appropriately 
angLed mirrors. Both these 
approaches have cLaimed 
advantages over the other, 
and both have their different 
- and vociferous - backers. 

The case for direct LED 

Direct LED was the original LED 
format - and most brands 
involved reckon it’s the best. 

As opposed to a ‘normaI s 
CCFL-lit LCD TV, where the image 
is produced via a singLe lamp 
behind the screen, direct LED TVs 
illuminate an image via an array of 
LED clusters. Typically, these 
clusters are individually 
controllable, so you could have 
one cluster of LEDs more or less 
switched off while the duster next 
to it is blazing at full power 
- a process called local dimming, 
which results in deeper blacks and 
brighter whites co-existing within 
a single frame. 

As well as pictures being, 
generally, more dynamic, this 
shouLd produce more convincing 
black levels overall. After a LI, local 
dimming allows light to be largely 
removed from the picture when 
required, and black is, by its 
nature, the absence of light. 

A more simplified direct LED 
approach, as exhibited by Sharp’s 
latest range, omits local dimming, 
but still retains brightness levels. 

Another potential direct LED 
benefit concerns light uniformity. 
With edge LED, light can lose 
intensity as it traveLs further from 
the screen’s edges, potentiaLLy 


resulting in the picture’s centre not 
enjoying the same brightness and 
contrast as the outer sections. 

We certainly witnessed this 
probLem with Sony’s edge-lit 40ZX1, 
though Samsung has made big 
steps to equalise the overall light 
levels with its edge LEDs by using 
larger reflectors in the centre of the 
screen than those at the edge. 

Used by: Phi Lips, Sharp, Sony, LG. 
Direct LED poster boy: Sony 
KDL-46X4500. 

The case for edge LED 

Initially, edge LED lighting seemed 
an aesthetically-motivated choice, 
as it allows TVs to be slimmer than 
any direct LED or normal LCD TV. 
Samsung’s 7000 and 8000 series 
models are under 30mm deep, and 
Sony’s 4OZXI screen comes in at 
under 10mm. This clearly makes 
edge LED a great choice for people 
wanting to hang their TV on a wall 

The Lack of local dimming means 
edge LED TVs can’t do native black 
levels as profound as those of direct 
LED, However, edge LED is 
potentiaLLy better at reproducing 
bright details in generally dark areas. 
After all, since the amount of LED 
cLusters driving a direct LED screen 
is far Less than the amount of actual 
pixels in the picture, the dimming 
process doesn’t have the precision 
to illuminate smalL individual 
brighter details. And so, for instance, 
a shot of outer-space on a direct 
LED TV might enjoy a deeper black 
than an edge LED, but will likeLy also 
show Less stars, as they fall into the 
LED array’s ‘gaps'. 

Direct LEDs typically use less 
than 1000 LED Lights to drive more 
than two million pixeLs. Some 
current edge LEDs, by comparison, 
have up to 700,000 reflective 
mirrors bouncing light through the 
screen t delivering a light source 
resolution much closer to the 
screen’s pixel count. 

In theory, increasing the number 
of LED clusters in a direct LED TV 
should reduce the haLoing and 
missing shadow detail But this 
process is expensive, and Samsung 





r LCD 

LED 

} 

Panel 

Backlight 


Ihi 





Sharp s LED-branded TVs use a full array of 
UltraBrilliant white LEDs behind an LCD screen 


has shown us results obtained from 
a direct LED screen built using three 
thousand LEDs to suggest that 
increasing the LED cluster count can 
actually increase image artefacts. 

Used by: Samsung (LG t Sony and 
Philips also carry the technology). 

Edge LED Poster boy: Samsung’s 
UE46B8000 

The LED debate 

Remarkably, the LED world isn’t just sustaining the 
direct vs edge argument. There’s also been a debate 
over whether to use RGB or white dimming in the 
LED light dusters. 

The proponents of RGB dimming - Sony and 
Sharp, predominantly - argued that this allowed 
a TV to produce a more authentic white tone, and 
a richer colour palette. 

However, those in the white dimming camp - 
Philips and Samsung - point to the relatively high 
costs involved with using RGB dimming; as much 
as a 30 per cent reduction in screen-life expectancy 
due to decreased running efficiency; poor white 
uniformity over time; and the fact that while RGB can 
indeed produce a wider colour gamut, the resulting 
colour range isn't actually in line with our main, 
actually quite limited, video standards. 

In fact, it's possible that this LED tussle could 
already be over, with Sharp unleashing its series 
of UltraBrillLant white LEDs, and Sony rumoured to be 
ditching RGB dimming with its next LED generation. 
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impressed by 
the black level 
ofthese new 


LED TVs, I tend 
to think that 
the end credits 
look silly with a 
gray-ish text on 
a dark black 
background, so 
plasma still has 
the edge. 

What I really do 
like about LED 
TVs, though, 
is the power 
needed to run 
them. Numbers 
are so low 
compared to 
plasma and LCD 
screens that 
they still might 
be my choice 
when my old 
CRT fails (I use 
a projector). 



LED’s 


environmental 
considerations 
are a driving 
concern. We 
want to admire 
the best picture 
on a set that 
meets our 
criteria, but 
knowing (in the 
background) 
that we are 
saving trees, 
hugging 
beavers and 
paying less is 
a nice feeling!’ 



interesting 
tech, but I’m 
not sure I want 
to pay more just 
because of the 
backlight. I 
really don’t see 
what’s wrong 
with normal 
LCD-especially 
with some of 
the new TVs.’ 

’For me, it’s not 
all about the 
black levels on 
a TV - after all, 
the contrast in 
a cinema can 
be poor. I am 
considering 
investing in an 
LED TV for the 
colours, which 
look amazing 
when compared 
with normal 
screens.’ 



a case of choosing between On' and 
Off - not exactly state-of-the-art. 

Blu-ray playback doesn’t suffer 
here, though, as the 52LE700E will 
automatically detect that your deck 
is outputting 1080p24 and alter its 
processing accordingly, i still advise 
that you turn off other processing 
modes (like digital noise reduction) 
and whack up the sharpness a tad 
when watching HD video, but at least 
you can be safe in the knowledge 
that the panel won't be adding any 
peculiar artefacts. 

Bright star 

So, back to the backlight - or, more 
specifically, the contrast level. For all 
of my enthusiasm, I have to be 
honest and say that the blacks 
produced on thisflatscreen aren't 
the very best I’ve seen - i found 
them looking a bit grey in a 
completely darkened room 

- but they’re impressive in higher 
ambient light conditions. 

And at least Sharp seems to have 
stopped any bleed from its LED 
bulbs. The occasional problem with 
local dimming of light spilling from 
the edges of zones is avoided here. 
And, as previously enforced, 

where better black levels 
may be found elsewhere, 
you'll struggle to find 
better brightness. 

That s why the 52LE700E's 
contrast level (measured at over 
80,000:1 by our Tech Labs) is so high 

- because of the vibrancy of its 
whites, which also benefit the set's 
colour response. I am particularly 
impressed with its green fideLity 

- a necessity for a sports fan like me. 


Reds are slightly muted and orangey 
- it is, after all, stiLL an LCD TV - but 
they look vaguely natural and make 
for convincing HD and SD viewing, 

I do have a major gripe about the 
Latter, though. The Freeview tuner 
in this set is the poor reLation. 
TerrestriaL digital broadcasts can 
be problematic at the best of times, 
but they don’t usually look quite so 
Lego-esque. There’s all manner of 
edge enhancement and digital noise 
errors going on. Admittedly, Low- 
bitrate Freeview channels never look 
good when blown up to 52in, but I’m 
still somewhat disappointed. 

You can get around some of the 
issues by softening the picture, but 
I can see a phone call to Sky or Virgin 
Media on the horizon. 

I don’t think the 52LE700E’s audio 
performance is worth getting excited 
about, either. The low-slung 
speakers seem underpowered, and 
the various virtuaL surround modes 
just make the sound murky. Some 
form of bass response would’ve 
been welcome, too. Pah, 

Stiff competition 

But, for those with a home cinema 
set-up, neither of the problems 
above matter too much. And the 
Sharp 52LE700E ticks more in the 
positives box than the negatives. It is 
undoubtedly a good TV, and I truly 
believe that owners will get many 
years of excellent viewing from it. 

Does it manage to match up to 
its rivals, though? I’m not sure. 

The LED backlight provides brighter 
pictures than a CCFL TV is capable 
of, but it doesn't really hold a candLe 
to a Local dimming alternative 


Tech Labs 

Power consumption: Watts 



White screen: With a 
white 10DIRE signal 
consumption is quite 
low due to the 
LED backlighting; Eco 
mode cuts it down to 
around 70 W 



Test footage: 

There's little difference 
here, even with the 
speakers on full 
volume. This TV has 
been optimised for 
power consumption 


Contrast: ratio 



Picture: Maybe not 
'mega' contrast, but 
getting on towards 
100,000:1 Is nothing to 
be ashamed of. 
Luminance ishlgh.too, 
at 99.54f I 


Colour temp: Kelvin 



Presets: The Low 
option is the most 
accurate, but advanced 
picture parameters 
allow for perfect 
adjustment. 
Low: 6,727K 
Mid-low: 7.994K 
Middle 8378K 
Mid-high: 9,6Q5K 
High: 10,451 K 


HCC VERDICT 

Sharp LC52LE700E 
£1.900 Approx 

Price check: www.techradar.com/reviews 

Highs: Eco-friendly LED backlight; 
bright involving pictures: full 
calibration controls 
Lows: Muted reds; poor off-axis 
viewing, average audio 

Performance: OOGOO 
Design: OGOOO 
Features: OOGOO 

Overall: 0060 © 
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58 TEUFEL SYSTEM 5 THX SELECT2 -*£1,400* www.teufel.eu 


Bigger sound for 
smaller rooms 


Adam Rayner gets to grips with the first ever THX Select 2 speaker system 
and discovers it sounds better than it looks 



You cqpld probably blend the 
satellites into your viewing 
room - not sure about the two 
massive subwoofers 
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A t first sight, you could be 
forgiven for being slightLy 
underwhelmed by the 
appearance of the Teufel THX 
Select2 Cinema set You get two 
whacking great cartons with full-size 
subwoofers inside (hooray) and five 
speakers no bigger than the regular 
bookshelves you might find in a kid's 
room (not hooray). 

Looks-wise, they are pointy and 
ugly and, despite the addition of 
some brushed metal bits, look 
cheaply-made. Of course, thinking 
like that is to miss the point in a big 
way, for these wear an Tm dead l ard, 
me! 1 badge - otherwise known as 
a THX logo. 


Started, as the THX company 
now says, 'by a maverick director', 
THX was the brainchild of George 
Lucas, with audio whizz Tomlinson 
Holman being his main man. These 
days both George and Tom are no 
longer directly involved, but THX 
forges ahead. Its new versions of 
the 'Big Room’ and 'Smaller Room’ 
THX programs (which sprang from 
the original) are called THX Ultra2 
and THX 5elect2, with SeLect2 
intended for rooms up to two 
thousand cubic feet and viewing 
distances of ten feet. The ULtra2 
specification is for the sort of bigger 
Living space you find in American 
houses. There’s even a THX spec 


AV/CV 

Product: 


The world s first 
THX Select! 
5.1-channel 
surround sound 
speaker system 


Piers: 


ordaunt Short 
System 500 
THX Select; 
M&K75GTHX 
Select; 

Magnat THX 
Select 5.1 


for home-theatre-in-a-box systems 
these days. 

Of course, you need power to run 
a decent system, Let alone a THX 
system, but don’t worry if yours isn't 
a THX amp of great might, as the 
speakers are the most influential 
part of the equation and good, 
efficient ones will sing with any 
half-decent AVR. 

Call the Police! 

And singing is what I tried first with 
Teufel’s 5.2 package: British muso 
Sting and the surround mix of his hits. 
This features amazing production 
values and large dynamics, but was 
horribly revealing of the system's 
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Down under: 

Stand the 
S 5000 SWon 
its head to 
have a shufti 
at the 12in 
bass driver 


limits musically. Part of the new 
THX 5elect2 spec is a range of new 
codecs, including one caLled THX 
Music, so it is possible that these 
speakers would sound better with 
music had ! got a THX S2 front end. 
But! found a sibilance and softness 
that was definitely an artefact versus 
what purity I knew to be on the disc 

But the business of these boxes 
is film soundtracks. I slapped Dark 
Knight into the my BLu-ray deck and 
settled down for the ride... 

FiLmed in Large chunks in the 
I MAX format, the soundtrack of 
Dark Knight has a serious level of 
difference between quiet parts and 
the most literally explosive. As the 
film begins, you get quiet and tinkly 
sounds, followed by a big smash, 
as the crooks set up a wire from 
one building to the next. The 
performance capabilities of the 
TeufeL system suddenly became 
clear. Like a full set of bike leathers 
that make their owner look silly 
whiLst doing the weekend shop, 
but badass when the dude is on 
his Ducati. these speakers, 
once fed a good slice of 
power, came to life and 
absolutely stonked 

ALL that the THX certification 
impLies f$ in there. Great directionality, 
superb placement of sounds around 
the room due to excellent off-axis 
performance, and a bass-end that 
is literally stupefying. However, the 
main five speakers do not seem that 
efficient, and I needed to crank ten 
per cent more than I normally would 
to get the satisfying reference level. 

At this point, the two 12i n 
subwoofers, which had been Left at 
the little mark that says THX' on the 
gain knob's marking, had to be turned 
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down a touch by way of the LFE level 
from the remote. 

With that sorted, it was back to 
the film and, as the viLlains got offed 
one by one in the earLy sequences, 

I was beaten into joyful jelly - 
metaphorically speaking. When 
Batman thudded down onto the 
roof of an escaping van, I was almost 
lifted out of my seat. The system can 
go loud from quiet effortlessly. 

I also Loved how weLl the 
subwoofers bLended with the smaLl 
speakers, without any trace of a 'hole' 
between the two sorts - impressive 
considering the size of the surrounds. 

Get, set, go 

The system arrived with one of the 
standard Teufel accessory packs; 
a hank of speaker cable and banana 
pLugs, pLus two phono cords to 
connect the twin subs up in different 
parts of the room. 

Each of the sateLLites has a pair 
of simple plastic brackets on their 
rear (in the form of short stand-off 
bars and L’ shaped brackets on the 
dipoles). They’re ready for wall- 
mounting, but you can also get stand 
mounts shouLd you wish. 

The L/C/R cabinets feature a pair 
of 4in mid-range drivers beLowa lin 
tweeter. The rear-channel speakers 
are more elaborate, with a rear-firing 
Sin woofer and a mid-range driver 
and tweeter on other side. 

I found the grilles faLl off if you 
touch them. Well, they did when 
I touched them. In fact, the boxes are 
clearly designed to be used without 
the gri Lies. 

They're essentiaLLy plain vaniLLa 
boxes with sharp corners, cheap-but- 
effective binding posts and gri Lies 
with no fixings (nor Neodymium 
magnets to hold them on - which, 

I suspect, would've been costly). I get 
the impression that these have been 
made like a stripped-down dragster 
car - all performance and who cares 
how they Look, Teufel makes far 
prettier systems, but if all you want 
to have is THX performance in your 
viewing room, these wilL do it for less 
than most. And you will either need 
cooL neighbours or a detached home, 
as they do go very loud and with 
absolutely brain-splitting dynamics. 

Performance first 

So if you think speakers are just 
something to deliver surround 
sound, and you care not for veneers, 
curvaceous looks, or, erm, grilles that 
actuaLly stay on, then the Teufel 
System 5 is probabLy the right 
package for you 


-> Specifications 

S SOO FCR (front/centre/rear) 

Drive Units: 2 x 4in high-tech flat 
diaphragm midbass; lin dome 
tweeter 

Enclosure: Two-way sealed with fitted 
wall brackets 

Frequency Response: Not quoted 
PowerHandling:130W 
Dimensions: 318 (w) x 210(h) 
xl60(d)mm 
Weight: 3.1kg 

5 500 D (dipole surrounds) 

Drive Units: 5in rear-firing woofer; 
2 x 4in midrange drivers and 2 x lin 
dome tweeters firing in opposite 
directions, out of phase with each 
other 

Enclosure: Three-way dipoLar, sea Led, 
with fitted wall brackets 

Frequency Response: Not quoted 

(+/-3dB) 
Sensitivity, 91 dB 
Power Handling: 110W 
Dimensions: 346(w) x 240(h) 
x 156(d)mm 
Weight: 4.7kg 

S 5000 SW (subwoofer) 

DriveUnits: 12in down-firing Long 
excursion design with Neodymium 
magnet 
Enclosure: Sealed 
Frequency Response: Able to reach 
105dB @ 25Hz @ -3dB (20Hz @ 
-6dB) with two in 50m 2 room 
Onboard power: 200W RIMS 
Dimensions: 370 (w) x 546(h) 
x 475(d) mm 
Weight: 23.4kg 
Connections: Single channel of phono 
in and output 



HCC VERDICT 


Teufel System 5 THX 5eLect2 
£1,400 Approx 

Pri ce check: www.techradar.com/reviews 

Highs: THX Select 2 certification 
delivers huge impact; excellent 
vaLue for money 
Lows: Less suitable for 5.1 music than 
some; a bit ugLy, too 

Performance: ooooo 
Design: 06000 

Features: ooooo 

Overall: 0OQO0 
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HD sound completes the picture 


WHAT HI FI? 

•OIIHD AMD Vliioff 


RadiUS* series 


We’ve enhanced the world’s original 'hi-fi’ sat/ 
sub speaker systems with new technologies to 
deliver all the rich dynamic detail of HD audio in a 
styie that’s perfect for every room. New Radius 1 " 10 
provides pin-sharp contemporary design across 
nine models and in a choice of luxury lacquer and 
real-wood finishes. 


- What HI-FI? Sound and Vision Awards 2009 


EISA Best 

AWARD; Product 

’*. 2009-7010 

~~~ W LOUDSPEAKER 

MomiIoi Audio Rocf>ui 


R90HD10 


"Compact yet grown-up in looks, massive 
and thrilling sound, the R90HD10 is the kind 
of contradiction we love" 


©MONITOR AUDIO" 

V y design for sound 


Please visit: monitoraudio.co.uk 
Telephone: 0800 0352 032 


www.ffMdoms.ntt ft www.Jotmtal-piaza.ntt 












62 SONY BDP-S760-»£380 Approx -> www.sony.co.uk 


Budget reference 

Other decks may offer an array of bells, whistles, toots and whizzbangs, but 
this Sony refines the basics. Rik Henderson applauds its purity... 


N ever one to follow the herd, 
Sony has yet again attempted 
something different in a 
market where plagiarism is positively 
encouraged. Where most Blu-ray 
decks today offer an abundance of 
speciaL features, streaming-abilities 
and compatibility with a host of 
video codecs (popuLarand 
otherwise), the manufacturer's 
latest player doesn't. Indeed, it has 
purposely and bravely avoided 
adopting the gadgetry and gimmicks 
of its competitors and concentrated 
on making a machine that just plays 
Blu-rays well. Very well indeed. 

Naturally, the BDP-S760 also 
spins DVDs and CDs and has very 
capable upscaling taLents, but that's 
a prerequisite and not its major USR 
This player is primarily designed to 
eke out the best picture and sound 


performance from your hi-def 
platters, and you’ve got to admire 
such resolute dedication. Especially 
when it works so well. 

Using the same picture- 
processing found in Sony's top-of- 
the range BDP-55QOOES helps. 

And, while there are a number of 
other reasons to invest the bigger 
bucks on a high-end machine 
(all£l,000-ishof them) if you can 
afford it, finding this processing on 
a sub-£4QQ player is a revelation. It's 
hugely encouraging to know that the 
rest of us can enjoy premium-quality 
video without breaking the bank. 

That’s partly down to costs being 
trimmed in other areas - build- 
quaLity being the major one. The 
5760 is neither as sturdy or as 
massive as the 5000ES. Also, while 
I may not be particularly fussy on 


AV/CV 



Peers: 


Samsung 

BD-P460G 


what my equipment Looks like when 
it's shoved into a rack or a stand 
under the telly, I'm not a huge fan of 
decks where the entire fascia has to 
gape open whenever a disc is 
inserted or ejected. It just seems 
flimsy. I believe it's the one instance 
where this pLayer’s design, in and out, 
has been over-egged, and couLd have 
benefited from being more reserved. 

However, although rigidity is 
questionable, stability is not. Indeed, 
Sony claims that its Precision Drive 
HD technology is capable of reading 
information on a scratched or even 
bent Blu-ray disc. Now, while I believe 
that grubby, slightly warped and 
worn discs may be readable - it 
certainly didn't spit out any of the 
discs lurking in the corners of the 
HCCTech Labs (some of which are 
distinctly war-torn and battered) 








Hflt-r&tf&fac 

PHONES 

~s~ u 

gft 03DOLBY w'cili-HD Bd7_ 
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- I do not, for one instance, expect a 
disc with a circular scratch or severe 
distortion to work. I'm not about to 
bend any of my discs to find out 
though, and I wouldn't recommend 
you do either. 

Up and running 

Such bombastic claims aside, the 
BDP-S76Q did indeed play every disc 
i put into the player, accurately and 
quietly. It also did so fairly speediLy. 
Thankf uLly, Blu-ray has rapidly 
become, erm, rapid, and I think weVe 
finally reached an age where any 
self-respecting BD player has a 
decent Loading time. Hopefully, 
we needn't harp on about it for much 
longer, and boot-up and Java-loading 
speeds will be standardised. 

To be honest, I’d much rather 
devote my time and attention on 
something more worthy - the 
BDP-5760's in-built wireless N 
modem, for example. LG was first 
to offer this technology on a Blu-ray 
deck with its BD39Q, but it’s not 
exclusive and it would be good to see 
all machines follow suit The tech is 
certainly welcome in this instance as 
it means that you can pLonk the Sony 
player anywhere you like - you’re not 
regimented by the availability of an 
Ethernet hub. AdmittedLy, with scant 
few streaming abilities on offer (you 
can mereLy look at photos stored on 
a networked computer or NAS drive), 
there’s Little need for the enhanced 


Shiny Sony: 

The entire 
fascia of the 
deck opens up 
to reveal the 
disc tray 


bandwidth that 802,11 n technology 
offers over 802/llg, but at Least you 
don’t have to wait an age for BD-Live 
content to appear. It's also worth 
noting that you'll need a USB 
memory stick for some BD-Live 
content as there’s no internal storage. 
Thankfully, the USB port is on the 
front panel not squirrelled around 
the back. 

These are, however, much like its 
7.1 analogue audio outputs, not the 
reaL issues. The overriding 
strength of the S760 
is its video and audio 
performance, which is 
exemplary. It sings Like a bird 
(as long as the bird can also replicate 
gun shots with faultless accuracy), 
and can paint a picture as detailed 
and bursting with Life, coLour and 
depth as a Renaissance master. 

The Sony deck ate my Transformers 
2: Revenge of the Fallen BD for 
breakfast, making the most of the 
blockbuster palette and gleaming 
chrome visuals, and keeping pace 
with the frequent camera pans and 
fast-moving SFX, I don’t think there’s 
any player currently available at 
this price point that compares for 
Blu-ray playback. 

I’m stilL a massive fan of LG’s 
BD390 for its media-streaming 
abilities, but maybe ill have to find 
a place in my rack for the BD P-5760 
as well. It is a reference machine for 
the budget conscious 


-fcTech Labs 


Power consumption: Watts 


200 3DD 



400 

500 


200 

100 


17 


400 

500 


Idling: This kind of 
consumption wont 
break t he eco-bank 


Playing: Even when 
spinningaBD, the Sony 
doesn't draw much juice 


Audio Jitter: Ps 


1,000 



Analogue: 

The STSO’s audio jitter 
measurement is 
reasonable and an 
improvement on the 
entry-level S360 


Loading: Boot/Java 

Boot speed & 
tray eject 

■ as 


Tray in to 
main BD menu 



Disc loadings Java: 

Speedy to boot, 
but there's nothing 
fast about the Java 
loading time 


-> Specifications 

Upscaling: vtsl080p24 
Multiregbn: w Region B Blu-ray and R2 

DVD 

HDMI!: resl X vl.3 
Component: yes up to 1080i 
Multichannel analogue: res7.1 
Digital audio: res coaxial and optical 
SACD/DVD-A: no/wo Not here 
Dolby True HD/DTS HD decoding: yes/yes 
Dolby True HD / DTS HD bitstream: res/res 
Profile 2.0: yes, with BD-Live 
Dimensions: 43Q(w) x7Q(h) x 256(d) 

mm 

Weight: 2.9kg 
Also featuring: Advanced Super Bit 
Mapping: High Definition Reality 
Enhancer: Headphone surround 
sound: Wireless-N internet 
technology; DLNA-certified (for 
photos onLy); USB 2.0 port (for 
JPEGs): x.v.Colour/Deep Colour: 
PhotoTV HD; Precision Drive HD; 
XrossMediaBar GUI; Quick startup 
mode; Bravia Sync 





HOC VERDICT 


Sony BDP-5760 
£380 Approx 

Price check: www.techradar.com/reviews 


Highs: Superlative video and audio 
performance; benefits from trickle- 
down tech of its older sib Ling 
Lows: Cheapish build quality; few 
other talents 
Performance: 000O0 

Design: OQQOG 
Features: 06000 


Overall: 
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64 HD DIGITECH HDX-1000->£190 Approxwww.hdxl080.com 


Audiofile streamer 

HD Dlgitech has taken the humble media player and given it a high-end 
makeover. Sieve May gets out his screwdriver 


T he HDX-1000 is probably the 
nearest thing IVe seen yet to 
a cinephile-grade multimedia 
streamer Unlike practically every 
other networkable box on the 
market, its construction is superb. 
Styled like the Mac Mini, it features 
a heavy aluminium aLloy chassis that 
inspires confidence and contains 
hard drive operational noise. 

Like others of its ilk, the HDX-1000 
is designed to sit on a network and 
hooks-up directly to your TV, or your 
AV receiver, via H DM I or legacy 
connections. It generally ships 
without a hard drive, but as we show 
opposite, installing one (the box is 


compatible with 3.5in and 2.5in SATA 
drives) isa painless operation. 

The HDX uses the same Syabas 
middleware as the Popcorn Hour 
A-110 and C-200 - and that means 
identical functionality. This is a very 
good thing - we loved the usability 
of the original PCH - but this 
particular Network Media Tank has 
the added benefit of realLy being built 
like a tank. 

If you have media (be it music, 
video, images) on your home network 
this puppy will find it It runs in 
multiple guises - DINA, SMB, uPnP 
- which means it’s visible to almost 
everything you’ll have connected. 


AV/CV 

Product: 


Networkable 

media 

streamer/ 

piayer/jukebox 


Position: 


HDX-900 

Popcorn Hour 
A-110/C-200, 
TiVX M-6S00A 


With no effort at all, I could access 
it via a PC, Xbox 360, PlayStation 3 
and other clients. 

Installation is a breeze. As soon 
as the HDX goes online it lists 
available workgroups and attached 
devices using AutoSMB. As long as 
your storage device doesn’t require 
a password you shouLd be in; this 
compares starkly to ManualSMB 
devices, like the TiVX M-6500A, 
which tend to be a nightmare 
to setup and use. 

The unit handles most file 
formats, from MP3s to FLAG as well 
as common video stuff like MPEG-2, 
MPEG-4, DivX and 720p MKVs. 
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-* Specifications 

Streaming connectivity: Sonjour; UPnP 
SSDP; DLNA; Windows Media 
Connect; Windows Media Player 
NSS; SMB; NFS; myiHome, WizD 
SwissCenter, MSP Portal, LUnk, 
and GB-PVR HTTP servers; 

BitTorrent P2P 
NAS access SMB, NFS, FTP 
Web sendees: YouTube, Google 
Video, MetaCafe, VideoCast, 
DLTV, Cranky Geeks; iPodcast, 
Radiobox, ABC News; Flsckr, 
Picasa; Yahoo! Weather; Yahoo! 
Traffic alerts; Yahoo! Stock; 
Onecast; Shoutcasf 
M ed la fi les suppo rted: M P EG-1 /-2/-4 
Elementary; MPEG-1/2 PS; MPEG- 
2 Transport Stream; VOB; AVI; 
ASF: WMV; MOV; MP4; RMP4; 
XVfD SD/HD; MPEG-1; MPEG-2; 
MPEG-4.2; WMV9; H.264; AAC; 
M4A; MPEG Audio; WAV; WMA; 
FLAG; OGG; Dolby Digital; DTS; 
LPCM; Vorbis; JPEG; BMP; PNG; 

GIF; ISO; IFO 
Audio pass through: DTS, Dolby 
Digital, DTS-HD MA, DTS-HD HR, 
Dolby TrueHD, Dolby Digital Plus 
Sigma Designs SMP8635 
512Mb DDR SDRAM; 
256Mb Flash 
HDMI vl. 3a; component 
video; composite video; stereo 
analogue audio; coaxial and 
optical digital audio 
lx USB 2.0 slave, 2x USB 
2*0 host, SATA 
' mentions 200{w) x 200(d) 
x55(h)mm Weight; ISKg 
: 3 x USB 2.0; Ethernet 

and wireless LAN connectors; 
SDHC/MMC card reader 


high definition 
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A diskless HDX-1QQG, as tested 
here, typically selLs for around £190. 

I popped a Seagate Barracuda 1TB 
drive into our sample, which allows 
for an enormous amount of media 
to be stored locally. There's no need 
to use a massive drive, though. If you 
already have a capacious NAS 
somewhere else, a much smaller 
housekeeping drive could be 
installed. In that configuration the 
HDX-1GQ0 would function more as 
a streamer, if you don’t want to do 
the HDD install yourself, you can 
buy a pre-fitted model for around 
£270 with 1TB storage, from the UK 
distributor ripcaster.co.uk. 

One aspect of the Syabas 
middleware I love is the online access 
it provides to other stuff. Via the main 
Media Services portal, you can 
access YouTube, Flickr, VideoCast, 
Cranky Geeks and much more. A 
community portal (which frankLy 
hasn't been updated for yonks) 
offers other treats, including access 
to Apple Movie Trailers and Miro - 
which in itself is a microcosm 
of diverse content. There’s also 
extensive podcast access, in many 
ways, you couLd consider the HDX 
a set-top box for internet TV services 


-and like Free view there are 
no subscriptions to be paid. 

Connectivity other than the HDMI 
includes Ethernet jack, gold-plated 
component, composite and phono 
stereo outputs, two USB inputs and a 
USB slave for hooking up directly to a 
PC and transferring files. Digital audio 
is delivered via coaxial and optical. 

Overall performance is excellent 
Over my wired network, hi-def fiLes 
streamed smoothLy without 
stuttering. Apparently BLu-ray rips 
will also play with hi-rez audio intact, 
although this was not tested. 

However, while the unit is fine 
for AV, I found it way too sluggish for 
photo browsing. Hi-res images take 
much too long to render. 
Consequently, I didn't find much use 
for the front-mounted 3-in 1 card 
reader (which takes Memory Stick, 
SDHC and MMC media).A BitTorrent 
client is also provided but the 
implementation is clunky and not 
really worth pursuing. 

I’d rate the HDX-1000 as a 
top-flight jukebox. Build quality is 
gorgeous and functionality supreme, 
if you suffer from media file 
disorganisation, you'll soon wonder 
how you ever lived without it 



CT 

nu uigneci i nUA-1000 
190 Approx (without HDD) 

aPj®mSiecRradar.coWrevi e ws 


Excellent build quality; easy to 
setup and use; wide file support 
Slow photo browser 


2 3 4 5 


Performance: 

Design: 00009 
Features: 


.2.3.4 5 


The HDX is one of the best* 
built media streamers you 
can buy 


Overall: Q00O0 




Drive choice: 

The unit will 
stream media 
without a hard 
drive installed, 
but adding a 
drive greatly 
improves 
functionality 




Silent Seagate: 

We chose a 
1TB Seagate 
Barracuda 
7200,12 forthe 
HDX, because 
it's fast and 
quiet, great for 
AV use 


Sorted: The 

Seagate drive 
is screwed 
direct to the lid 
of the HDX - 
make sure the 
fittings are 
snug to 

prevent rattles 




Job done: 

Once 

powered up, 
the HDX 
automatically 
prompts to 
download 
new firmware 


Hooked up: 

Lacing up the 
SATA cable 
takes a few 
minutes, then 
the unit is 
reassembled 
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How easy is it to buy a home cinema 
system that suits you? You could read 
the magazine product reviews, find 
out who sells the recommendations, 
five-star favourites or best buys at the 
cheapest price and place your order. 

When the system is delivered to your Achieving potential 

door in the box, you get a friend who 
knows his onions to install it - and live 

happily ever after. To select 3 system, you could choose a 

collection of 'Best Buy' components in the 
This is a fairly well-trodden path but it leads hope that they will be a great combination, 

to dissatisfaction and a lot of wasted money. Maybe, but probably not. You could buy a 

Besides there being a bewildering choice of pre-packaged all-in-one system from one 

components on the market today, there are manufacturer, 

also different ways in which components can This is almost certainly not the best route 

be installed and connected together. Which either as you will miss out on enormous 

sort of visual system do you go for? Projector potential. From informal surveys conducted, it 
and screen, plasma or LCD, an HD ready set appears highly likely that the majority of 

or one with full 10SOp capability? And on the home cinema systems selected and installed 

audio side do you plump tor a 5.1 or 7.1 on a DIY basis, that is without professional 

speaker system, passive or active sub, and input, are performing at way below their 

where do you site them for the best results? optimum level. To compound matters, most 

The choice of home cinema amp raises even are also ill-matched to the room in which they 

more questions. Will you be listening to are installed and are, in reality, the wrong 

music through the same system? If so, you system. Without considerable knowledge or 

need an amp that approaches the experience, high quality home cinema is not a 

performance of a decent 2-channel hi-fi amp, suitable DIY activity, 

which is not that easy to find. Do you need Our aim must be to buy a home cinema 

SACD, DVD-Audio, or Blu-ray capability? How system that will provide an excellent picture 

many inputs do you need for video, s-video, quality plus an audio delivery that will match, 

component, coaxial digital, optical digital and or even better, the commercial cinema 

HDMI? The above are just a small percentage experience. It must be exciting, reliable and 
of the decisions that must be made. In short, deIiver tr ue value for money, 
it's complicated and very fertile ground for 
getting it wrong. 


To ensure a home cinema system is right for 
you, where do you start? Here's an important 
tip ... don't start with WHAT, start with WHERE. 
There's only one way to give yourself the best 
chance of getting it right first time, and that's 
through a specialist AV dealer. It's possible you 
have preconceived ideas that put you off 
visiting one. Although you would welcome the 
advice and guidance, you don't know the 
technical jargon. You don't want to be talked 
down to. Your friend has said they only sell 
expensive gear and they're not interested if 
you don't have a big budget. They're expensive. 
These are just myths. 

Most specialist AV dealers are running their 
business because, above all, home cinema is 
their hobby. They spend a large portion of their 
time comparing systems to get the best 
possible results. They know the component 
combinations which don't gel together and, 
conversely, they know the combinations which 
give the best performance within a given price 
range. Very importantly, they know how to get 
a system working to its optimum. But they all 
also know the system must suit you. 





Buying or being sold to? 


..without 
considerable 
knowledge or 
experience, high 
quality home 
cinema is not 
a suitable DIY 
activity 5 J 


There are dealers around, web based or 
otherwise, who will sell you anything you are 
willing to pay ; o . they may he a ai: ; aeapei 
but that's all they offer. Now there's a group of 
long-established specialist dealers who are 
totally committed to putting the customer first. 
Their idea of 'selling' is to discuss your 
requirements, offer ti e r advice, give you the 
best options, then play the systems tor you and 
allow you to be the judge. You'll probably be 
surprised and, almost certainly, relieved to 
discover how easy it is to see and hear the 
differences between components and between 
systems. You'll be able to make a dear and 
informed decision about what to buy. 

The story doesn't end there. These shops won't 
abandon you once you've put your hand in your 
pocket. They won't leave you to set up the 
system you've selected as best you can. They'll 
install it in your home, make sure it performs to 


its best, and ensure you're entirely happy with 
the way it works. Why? Because a high 
proportion of these dealers' custom comes 
through people who have bought from them 
before, either directly or by recommendation. 
It's vital to them to get it right for you. 


Getting the best deal 


Unless you've got money to bum, you'll be 
living with your new system for years. Most of 
these dealers offer much longer equipment 
guarantees than provided by the manufacturer, 
a very worthwhile benefit, but it also makes it 
in the dealer's interest to ensure high build 
quality and reliability. Maybe you could save a 
few pounds by buying piecemeal but you'll lose 
out on the overall package. As far as the 
dealers are concerned, they believe that taking 
care of their customers properly is a nicer way 
of doing business than just handing over boxes. 


mema 


system?.. 


TOP 

20 UK 

QUALITY 

A 

8PECW 

FMTECTJUfi 

LIST HOMC 
MBIT OEAUItS 

ASSURED 
* * # * * 


...Ask the experts 


Listed on this page are 20 
of the best AV shops in the 
country. They have been 
selected because they are 
known to do an excellent 
job in guiding customers 
towards home cinema 
systems that will provide 
years of superlative 
performance and total 
satisfaction. 


VALUE FOR MONEY 
★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 
SERVICE 

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 
FACILITIES 
★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 

VERDICT 


OUR TOP 20 UK SPECIALIST AV DEALERS 


SOUTH 

Ashford, Kent SOUNOCRAFT HI-FI 

40 High Street. 01233 624441 

Chelmsford RAYLEIGH HI-FI 

216 Moulsham Street. 01245 265245 

Colchester RAYLEIGH HI-FI 

33 Sir Isaac's Walk. 01206 577682 

Kingston-upon-Thames INFIDELITY 

9 High Street, Hampton Wick. 

020 8943 3530 

Maidenhead AUDIO VENUE 

36 Queen Street. 01628 633995 

Rayleigh, Essex RAYLEIGH HI-FI 

44a High Street. 01268 779762 

Custom Install Oept. 

01268 776932 

Southend-on-Sea RAYLEIGH HI-FI 

132/4 London Road. 01702 435255 

Tunbridge Wells KENT HOME CINEMA 

69 London Road, Southborough, 

01892 535007 

LONDON 

N1 GRAHAMS HI-FI 

190a New North Road. 020 7226 5500 


SW11 ORANGES & LEMONS 

61-63 Webbs Road, Battersea. 

020 7924 2040 

Ealing AUDIO VENUE 

27 Bond Street, 020 7924 2040 

MIDLANDS 

Coventry FRANK HARVEY HI-FI EXCELLENCE 

163 Spon Street. 024 7652 5200 

Nottingham CASTLE SOUND & VISION 

48/50 Maid Marian Way. 0115 9584404 

Solihull MUSIC MATTERS 

93-95 Hobs Moat Road. 0121 742 0254 

NORTH 

Chester ACOUSTICA 

17 Hoole Road. 01244 344227 

York SOUND ORGANISATION 

2 Gillygate. 01904 627108 

SCOTLAND 

Aberdeen HOLBURN HI-FI 

441 Hoi burn Street. 01224 585713/572729 

Edinburgh LOUD & CLEAR 

Bonnington Mill, 72 Newhaven Rd. 

0131 555 3963 

Glasgow GLASGOW AUDIO 

135 Great Western Road. 

0141 332 2200/4707 


CEDIA 



BADA 


i.h- wunlT 


The majority of the above dealers are members of ore or both 
of the major trade organisations, BADA or CEDI A, 
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68 OPTOMA HD20->£900 Approx ■+ www.optoma.co.uk 



Specifications 




HD Ready: yes Full HD 5 lQ80p24 
Component video: yes one input 
HDMI: yes twovl.3 HDMis 
PC input: yes 
Resolution: 1920x1080 
Brightness (claimed): 1,700 ANSI 
Lumens 

Contrast ratio (claimed): 500:1 
Dimensions: 324(w) x 97{h) x 
234(d) mm 
Weight: 2.9kg 
Features: Texas Instruments native 
16:91080p DLP chipset; six- 
segment colour; vertical keystone p^y 
correction; 29dBfan noise; 1,50- | 
1.8 throw ratio; lamp life: 3,000 s 
hours (4,000 in ecomode) 
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Value cinema 

Optoma does Full HD on a budget and largely succeeds, says Jim Hill 


A Full HD projector with native 
I080p resolution is the 
ultimate prize for home 
cinema enthusiasts. And now you 
can pick one up for less than £900, 
thanks to the new abundance of 
Texas Instruments' precious hi-def 
DLP chipsets, and some aggressive 
pricing by manufacturer Optoma 
With In Focus and BenQ putting 
out similarly-priced DLP projectors 
boasting Full HD resolution, this is 
an exciting new category and one 
that will spell trouble for all the 
affordable LCD projectors out there 
that can only manage 720 p. The next 
cheapest Full HD LCD projector 
is nearer £2,000... 

A tighter squeeze 

It's hard not to be impressed by a full 
1080p image blown up fill a nine- 
foot screen and the HD20 certainly 
doesn't disappoint. 

First I beamed a high-res digital 
JPEG to appreciate the closely- 
packed pixeLs on the Dark Chip 2 that 
this projector is built around. The DC2 
module is a venerable design, albeit 
one that has stood the test of time 
well The device delivers a pleasing 
level of contrast which belies the 
budget nature of the PJ. 

in use it delivers a fine image, 
particularly with games consoLes 
(increasingly a significant element 
of the affordable end of the 
projection market). Films fare we LI, 
too. WeLL-produced Blu-rays Like 
Watchmen dazzle with detail 
Moving images look well-defined, 
with crisper delineation and more 
solid colours than PJs that top out 
at 72Op. The slo-mo opening credits 
gave me ample time to wow at the 
texture of the spent bullets on 
the floor. The projector can deliver 
plenty of hi-def detaiL- and that’s 
cruciaL if you’re watching on a realLy 
large screen. 



Watchmen also has its fair share of 
difficult dark scenes, which the HD20 
struggles with at times. If your room 
has a fair amount of ambient light, 
you can use Optoma's Bright mode, 
but it's at the expense of contrast 
and black Levels. Best to block out 
ambient Light as much as possible 
and switch to Eco, Even so, some of 
the gloomiest sequences still remain 
Lost in shadow, whereas a more adroit 
(and expensive) projector would 
resolve them a little better. 

The colour palette is understated, 
which makes for realistic skin tones, 
but at the expense of vividness. 

This unit is weLl made for a budget 
model, but don't expect more than 
the basics. There’s no optical Lens 
shift for example (only vertical 
keystone correction) and the zoom is 
limited, which makes this short-throw 
PJ quite fussy about placement. It 
couldn’t focus on my screen from the 
back of the room, which means fixing 
it to the ceiling directLy overhead, or 
plonking on the coffee table in front. 
This might suit some, but it does 
mean you’re closer to the HD2CTs 
cooling fan. Optoma optimistically 
calls the HD2CTs 29dB operational 
noise as 'whisper quiet’. It’s not. 

What could be more of an issue 
is DLP's rainbow effect, where your 
eyes perceive a bLur of colour in front 
of the screen. Some people are 
more sensitive to it than others and 
I’m about average, but I did find it 
distracting here. Optoma, however, 
says its six-segment (RGBRGB) 
colour wheel system is the best 
option around for reducing the effect. 



Recession buster 

Despite these criticisms, I’d have no 
qualms about recommending the 
HD20 to someone Looking to step up 
from flatscreen to projection on a 
tight budget- it represents great 
vaLue for money 


-#Tech Labs 

Power consumption: Watts 



White screen: 

Displaying a 10DIRE full 
white image, the 
Optoma sucks 235W 



Test footage: 

Little change in 
consumption in movie 
play; Bright lamp mode 
adds30Worso 


Contrast: ratio 



Picture: Measured 
contrast outperforms 
Optoma’s claimed ANSI 
contrast spec, but it's 
stillalow figure. In 
Bright lamp mode, 
luminance is fairly high 
at 21,1201 


Colour temp: Kelvin 



Presets: 

Asmall selection of CT 
presets includes 
an acceptable 
Warm mode; R/G/B 
gain/bias parameters 
allow correction to 
a perfect 6,50 OK 
Warm: 6.95 OK 
Medium: 8,199K 
Cold: B.177K 


HOC VERDICT 

Optoma HD20 
£900 Approx 

Price check: www.techradar.com/reviews 

Highs: Remarkable value; excellent 
detaiL resolution; reasonable 
contrast and brightness 
Lows: Some fan noise; evident 
rainbow effect; limited throw 
distance 

Performance: OOGOO 
Design: ooooo 
Features: ooooo 

Overall: 00600 
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70 ONKYO TX-NR807-»£800 approx -► www.eu.onkyo.com 


Steroid messiah 

The TX-NR807 is a feature-packed AVR sure to find a devoted following, with 
Richard Stevenson at the front of the queue 


O nkyo is famed for being 
first out of the traps with 
desirable new features, 
and the TX-NR807 is certainly no 
exception. This is the first receiver 
under £1,000 to feature DoLby 
ProLogic Ifz and Audyssey DSX 
processing. Opinions on the merits of 
both formats and the need to move 
rear-back speakers to front-height 
or front-wide position are divided 
(largely between me and the HCC 



editor} but I am right and anyone 
who disagrees is wrong, Audyssey 
DSX and Dolby ProLogic llzare a 
revelation in home cinema sound and 
a must-have for any modern set up. 
And now Onkyo has made this 
avaifabLe in a stunningly specified 
THX SeLect2 receiver alt for £800. 
Thank you Team Onk! 

It’s not my perfect solution though. 
The TX-NR807 is still a seven- 
channel amp, meaning you will have 


to dispense with rear-back channels 
to choose between either height 
channels or DSX width speakers. 

A little further up the Onkyo food 
chain are nine-channeL amps that 
allow any two-out-of-three 
combination of height, width 
and rear-back. How long before 
11-channel models emerge so you 
can use aLl three effects together? 

Like every Onkyo I have had the 
pleasure of reviewing over the Last 


Fashion faux 
pas: And we 
thought blue 
and green 
should never 
be seen 




-♦ Specifications 

Dolby Digital TrueHD: vis plus Digital, 
Digital Plus, EX and Pro Logic llz 
DTS-HD Master Audio; vis plus DTS, 
DTS+, ES, Neo:6 f DTS 96/24, DTS 
Express, DTS-HD High Resolution 
THX: res THX Select2 Plus 
Multichannel audio; res 7 x 180W 
amplifiers 
Multichannel input: no stereo only 
Ml I broom; ves main plus two zones 
AV inputs res 5 x 5-video & 
composite; 6 x digital audio (3 x 
coaxial, 3 x optical) 
HDM1 input/output: res 6-in, 1 -out 
(vl-3) 

Video upscaling: res to 1080p 
Component; res 2-in, 1 -out 
Dimensions: 435{w) x 435(d) 
xl99(h)mm 
Weigh! 18kg 
Feature Ethernet; Audyssey DSX; 
Faroudja DCDi scaler; FM/AM 
tuner; vTuner access; RHID 
remote comms protocol over 
HD Ml; Audyssey Dynamic E Q/ 
Volume; dual subwoofer pre-outs; 
bi-directional remote, DTS 
Surround Sensation headphone; 
bi-amping capability; iPod dock 
via dedicated port 
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ten years, with the TX-NR807 you 
get a whole lot of amp for your 
hard-earned money - it’s big, heavy 
and packed with features. It's dearly 
built to hit a price though. The 
terminals are aLL a bit flimsy, the case 
feels like a biscuit tin and the set-up 
mic is so light that the weight of its 
own cable pulls it off any makeshift 
stand. Still that is what BLu-Tack is 
for “and that’s going to add about 
a pound to the overaLl price. 

The TX-NR807*s looks are straight 
out of Onkyo's in-house style guide, 
with a vivid blue highlight around the 
top of the volume knob that 
conspires to make the display Look 
a rather wishy-washy green colour. 

What’s missing? 

Some might find the Onkyo’s lack 
of front-mounted HDMis or any USB 
input a bit of Letdown, but you do 
get fuLl networking via Ethernet, 
vTuner access, six HDMI inputs, some 
muLtiroom functionality and all-input 
upscaling to 1080p, And it will, of 
course, decode those gorgeous 
Dolby TrueHD and DTS-HD Master 
Audio mixes. 


But back to DSX/DLP Hz, From 
past experience I plumped for a basic 
5,1 set-up and connected up a pair of 
front height speakers to the relevant 
terminals. This has potentially the 
greatest benefit with a big projector 
screen and it plays into the 
sumptuous hands of both DSX and 
DLP Hz Height, whereas using front 
width speakers would only be of use 
with the Audyssey format. That and 
I don't realLy have room to squeeze 
in width speakers effectively. 

Configuration shenanigans aside, 

the back panel serves up 
a set of speaker terminals 
for every possible channel 
configuration, all eleven of 
them. The opening page on the GUI 
replicates the speaker terminal 
lay-out for ease of identification and 
allows you to bi-amp the fronts if you 
want to be a Luddite and ignore the 
benefits of front height channels. 
Setup is pleasingly simpLe and the 
network connection (over a tricky 
wireless Ethernet bridge just for 
the challenge of it) automatically 
detected and enabled the connection 
before I had even found the Network 


AV/CV 

Product: 



multichannel 
receivers, this 
one Is mid¬ 
range 


Pioneer 

VSX-LX52; 
Den on 
AVR-2310; 
Maranfz 
SR-6003 


menu. The additional manual set-up 
for input assignments Is 
straightforward and, at this price 
point, there are no deep menus 
(i.e. picture fine-tuning) to get lost in. 

Unfortunately, the flipside of the 
Onkyo's straightforward nature is 
an over-simplified remote control. 
There are precious few direct access 
buttons to the audio modes or EQ 
features, which means, for example, 
scrolling through up to a dozen audio 
modes (including such deLights as 
mono) j ust to toggle between DPL llz 
and DSX. For an incessant fiddler like 
myself, it’s a pain, but fire it up for 
a movie and leave it in that mode 
until the end-credits roll and you 
won’t have an issue. 

Pumped up 

The TX-NR807’s sound comes at you 
on steroids. It is incredibLy crisp and 
bLessed with a stunning transient 
attack at the top-end that wouLd 
embarrass many amplifiers at twice 
the price. Playing the fast-paced 
opening sequence to Quantum of 
Solace (Blu-ray) in standard DTS-HD 
mode (also the test sequence for our 
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Got your back: 

Rearside 
connections 
are adequate, 
but the 
absence of 
multichannel 
inputs might 
pose a 
problem for 
some 


sub/sat speaker system grouptest 
on p88), the Onkyo all but picks you 
up and drags you along for the ride. 
Switch to DPL llzor DSX, and the ride 
is sonicalLy three-dimensional, adding 
plenty of vertical scale to the mix. 

The TX-NR807 thrusts the 
crashes, clatters, bangs and effects 
into the room with sheer gusto, and 
the gung-ho bass all but rattled 
a glass light-fitting off the ceiling. 
Strewthl A shrinking violet it is not. 
With the Audyssey EQ boosting 
the top-end in my sLightly dead¬ 
sounding room, the effect is 
fantastic; a fun and drop-dead 
impressive five-minute demo to wow 
your friends with. 

However, the LFE is just too big, 
too rounded and too forward in the 
mix to sustain a long movie without 
having to call time out for a break 
halfway through. This massive bass 
is perhaps the 807’s weakest link. 

It's not particularly tight or punchy, 
despite there being plenty of it, and 
there's an uncomfortable drone to 
some of the Lower rumbling effects. 
This can permeate the bottom-end 
of the vocal range, on occasion 
keeping male voices shut-in and 
chesty. Of course, backing down the 
sub setting allows a perfectly good 
LFE balance, but the bottom-end of 
the Onkyo's performance simply 
doesn’t have the dynamism to match 
the incredibly fast and detailed 
top-end Despite that, I still think the 
Onkyo provides a hugely 
spectacular vista of potent 
home cinema sound that 
fights well above its price point in 
terms of sheer entertainment value. 

Swapping between DPL Hz height 
and D5X modes, and engaging some 
of the THX Select 2 Plus post¬ 
processing features, reveaLs a wealth 
of different sonic balances that wilL 
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keep you twiddling for months. For 
instance, when added to a TrueHD 
soundtrack I preferred the slightLy 
more detailed and open sound of 
DPL Hz over the more robust but 
heavier DSX balance. Either way, the 
upgrade in overaLl soundstage with 
both is excellent and, in my opinion, 
eclipses the sound of any like-for-Like 
standard 7.1 set-up. 

And the tricks up the TX-NR8Q7 s s 
capacitors don’t end there. The 
vTuner access is very slick to use and 
Onkyo's music enhancer goes a Long 
way to making low-bitrate music 
quite listenable. 

The Onkyo's Faroudja DCDi scaler 
with 'Cinema Enhancement' 
performs standard-def-to-1080p 
conversion with remarkable 
smoothness, and is one of the best 
! have seen in a sub-£l,QQQ amplifier. 
The add test for scalers is Ice Age 
on DVD, as it is packed with 
graduated colour swathes. These 
areas often fill half the screen and 
can show really obvious banding. 

The Onkyo aLL but eliminates the 
banding in the lush blue skies of 
the film, leaving a softly-focused 
but much improved DVD picture. 

It’s like a wholesale upgrade for your 
entire DVD collection. 

Brutal bargain 

Onkyo’s TX-NR807 is not the last 
word in subtlety where home cinema 
sound is concerned, but if you like 
your movies fuLsome and fruity this 
receiver certainly fits the bill. Add 
to that the spectacular soundstage 
improvements wrought by DPL l!z, 
DSX and the THX modes, fabulous 
SD upscaling, great networking 
features and that £800 price tag, 
and it’s safe to say that Onkyo has 
unleashed yet another first-class 
bargain on the AVR market 


-¥ Tech Labs 


Power consumption: Watts 



Idling: Onkyo's THX 
AVR useslOOW when 
left on-a similar 
amount to a typical 



Powered: With five 
channels driven, 
consumption leaps 
to 946W 


40 in LCD TV 


Power ratings: Watts (Bn , 0.5%THD) 


ISO 



2-channel Sil: 

The TX-NR807 delivers 
a decent two-channel 
performance-1 BOW 
into 80 tallies well 
with Onkyo's own 
180 W into 6u claim 


ISO 



5-chan net a: 

With five channels 
driven the Onkyo 
doesn't flounder. This Is 
a good performance for 
a mid-range AVR 


Untainted: Watts 



Signal/noise: dB 

20HZ 



75.2dB 

75.2dB 

75.4dB 


Fidelity firewall: 

A measurement of 
power untainted by 
distortion (0.052THD, 
Bu. lkHz), this Onkyo 
performs better than 
many of its rivals 


S/N tests: These are 

very good results at all 
frequencies, showing 
good consistency 



HCC VERDICT 


Onkyo TX-NR8087 
£800 Approx 

Price check: www.techradar.com/reviews 

Highs: Full-on gung-ho sound with 
massive bass; DSX/DPLHz; SD 
upscaling 

Lows: The bass is a little too massive; 
slightly flimsy build; no USB 

Performance: OGOOO 
Design: OGOOO 
Features: OGOOO 

Overall: 00006 
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FOR EVERY 1100 YOUSPEND 
INSUPERFL WEIL GIVE YOU 
AtlOHMV VOUCHER 


Offer valid between ISth November and 24th December 2009,1n-snore customers only. 
Nut in conjunction with any other offer, sale priceor promotion E&OE 


HI-FI AND HOME CINEMA SPECIALISTS 


Acoustic Energy, Apollo, Apple, Arcam, 
Atacama, Atwolab, B&W, Oxxd, Cnsek, 
Denon, Epcs^ Grado, Ha rman Kardon, 
Humax, InFocusJBL KEF, Unn, Mararrtz, 
Mission, Ml Acoustic^ NAD, Onkyo, 
Panasonic, Pioneer, Project, Pune, 


Q Acoustics, Q£D r Quad, Rdksan Rotd, 
Roth, Samsung, Sennhetser, 5ooos, 
Sony, Soundstyle, Tannqy, TtienneScene, 
Topffeld, Wharfedaie, Yamaha and 
many more top brands. Not all products 
a re available from all outlets. 


FOR OUR VERY LATEST 
PRICES. ASK IN-STORE 
ORCHECKONUNEAT 

www.superfi.co.uk 




BLU-RAY & DVD PLAYERS 


FIATSCREENS & PROJECTORS 


SPEAKERS 


BLU-RAYPtAYER 


■ Award-winning performance 

■ Blu-ray, DVD, DivX, MP3 arvl JPEG playback 

■ Replay from disc; USB device or SD memory card 
i Internet playback from YouTube and Picasa 


***** 

JUNL3XS 


***** 

JUNE-HOT 1 


RRP: £26935 
SAVE; £70 


£199 


.95 



BLU-RAY/ 

DVD PLAYER 

SONYBDPSB60 

Bargain-priced, brand-name, 
Elu-Ray bargain 
* BD-Live (Profile 2.0) ready 
Full HDoutput with 
lOBOpDVD 
upscaling too 


»1080pHD upscaling 
i Plays DVD, DivX, 

MP3-from discor USB 
i Black or silver 
i HDMIout 


£159 


l$5 


RRP £719.9$ 
SAVEi£20 


1 .95 


£99 


FREEVIEW & FREESAT 


FREESAT PVR E3E3E323 FREEVIEW PVR HB I 

HU/WAX *" l TOPFIELD 


FOXSATHDR 


lAflLWITYMCra 


i Twin tuners: record and/ 
or watch 2 channels 
simultaneously 
i Enjoy I ID satellite 
services WITHOUT 
a subscription 
i 320GB hard disk 
built in 


RRP £29337 
SAVE £23.62 


£269 


i .95 


HD 


TF5810PVR 

i Nodish required- 
works with your 
existing antenna 
‘ Record and /or 
watch 2 channels 
simultaneously 
s See www.superfi.co.Lik/ 
toppyfor specs 


RRP: £313.14 
SAm£93J9 


i219 


95 


FULL HD PROJECTOR 


i Ful HDflOSOp) 
i 2 xHDMI,VGA, component 
and composite inputs 
i Add a 16:9 S4 H screen for on ly 
£99.95 (RkP £129.95, Save £30) 


LED TELEVISION HD 

SAMSUNG “ 
UE46B8000 “*® 

| £200 fW49 ' 1 


5.1 SPEAKER SYSTEM 

Q ACOUSTICS KJWiS.1 

m Brilliant with music and movies 



BtGPfCTURE. 
SMALL PfUCl 

1899 95 


HI-FI SYSTEMS 


MICRO HI-FI 

DENON DM37DAB 

■ CD/MP3 player, 
DAB/FM tuner 
and amp in one 


***** 


iPOD SYSTEM 

B&W ZEPPELIN 


RRP £299.95 
SAVE: £100 


\95 


STUNNING 

DESIGN 

£390* 


£199 


O » 



BARGAIN HIFI SPEAKERS 

WHARFEDALE DIAMOND 9.1 

« Brilliant for budget separates 
and mini-system upgrades ***** 

• Also work well in extensions 
and 2nd rooms 

* Multi pic Award-Winner 
■ Smart rosewood finish 



AV RECEIVERS 

AV RECEIVER 

DENONAVR1910* 

* ?x 90 watte for frjIHan home 
cinema or biamp front speakers for 
im proved stereo perfbrma nee 
Al I the latest HD Audio decoding 
from Dolby and DT5 

■ Converts from all video in puts to 
HDMI and upscales to 1030p 

AV RECEIVER 

ONKYOTXSR607 



SAVE:£BO 


£99 


195 


■ ■ '. ! ■ . I jL ' % a -A- a ^ 


THIS IS A FRIGHTENINGLY 
GOOD ALL-ROUNDER” 

VjHhT VtUCTJ 


£449* 


HOME CINEMA 
SPEAKER SYSTEM 

KEFKHT20053K1 



HD AV RECEIVER 

™ SONY STRDH800 


HD 


jlby' 

DTS-I ID audio 
dealing 
I I IDMIandlOBOi 
upoonversicri 
i Black orsilver 


rrp. H 99 ss ■ Auto microphone calibration 

■ DolbyTruel IDand „ 

S2QQ95 DT54HD decoding iir 

■ 4x HDMI in £-rra. 9 s 


STYLISH 5.1 SOLUTION 

B&WMT25* 

“mil-MADE., 

SUPERS INTEGRATION,.. 
TERRIFIC DETAIL & 
EXCITEMENT' 


£954 

>eMfrBn3iis* 



FIVE REASONS TO CHOOSE 5UPERFI 


STORES- EACH BRANCH OFERS EXPERT DEMONSTRATION AND INSTALLATION 


Real Hi-Fi 

Qua I ity turntables, CD players, 
hi-fi amplifiers and speakers 
always in stock and available 
to demonstrate 
Latest technology 
Sophisticated hard disk, 

Blu-Ray, Freesat, MP3,DAB, 

PVR and multi-room products - 
all available to demonstrate 


Official UK models 

Fu I ly-gua ra nteed, gen u i ne 

UK products 

0% credit available 

Ask i n -store for detai I s a nd 

a quotation 

Free parking 

See vyww.su perfi .to.u k/ 

free parking for details 


Birmingham 
67Smallbrook O'way 
01216312675 
Derby 

22 Sadler Gate 
01332 360303 


Leeds 

105 Vicar Lane 
01132449075 
Lincoln 

271a High Street 
01522 520265 


London 

2-4 Camden High St 
02073881300 
Manchester 
54 Bridge Street 
0161 8351156 


Nottingham 
15 Market Street 
01159412137 
Stockport 

68-70 Lower Hi ligate 
01614299080 


BUY ONLINE NOW 

WWW.5UPERFIXO.UK 
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74 PIONEER E>DP-LX52-*£500 Approx -> www.pioneer.co.uk 



Peaking at PQLS 

Richard Stevenson finds a lot to like about Pioneer's most affordable 
LX-branded Blu-ray player - but then he also has the matching AYR... 


P ioneer really has got a handle 
on making its kit Look 
absolutely drop-dead 
gorgeous. And I don’t just mean the 
cosmetics. The flagship BDP-LX91 
BLu-ray player (still available) has 
a picture so sharp, so crisp and 
so realistic it hurts - mostly in the 
wallet, considering the £1,700 asking 
price. I always thought that if 
Pioneer stripped out a few of the 
audiophiLe tweaky bits, cut down 
on the non essential features Like 
the simultaneous twin HDMI outputs 

HOME CINEM A CHOICE JANUARY 2010 



and packaged the Leftovers in 
a sm a Lien slimmer, and mo re¬ 
afford abLe case, then I might be 
in with a chance of sneaking one 
past the wife. 

Helpfully, Pioneer has done just 
that and a little more besides. Not 
only does the £500 BDP-LX52 sport 
much of the LX9Ts core processing, it 
comes to the test bench with the 
multichannel version of the brand's 
i n no vati ve PQ LS (Prec i si on Q u a rtz 
Lock System) technology, which 
synchronises the audio data clock in 


Filter down: 

The LX52 
borrows 
technology 
from Pioneer's 
flagship DC91 


the deck with the data dock in a 
POLS-enabled amplifier to reduce 
audio jitter over HDMI. The aim is 
much cleaner and sharper high- 
f ideLity sound, and this was certainly 
borne out on the stereo-only PQLS 
mode of the BDP-LX91, The BDP- 
LX52’s multichannel version 
promises to do the same with movie 
soundtracks and multichannel music. 

But it proved not to be quite that 
simpLe. A combination of confusing 
graphical menus (the PQLS function 
is buried in the KURO-Link menu), 
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some minor issues in syncing Blu-ray 
player and amplifier (in this case 
Pioneer's SC-LX82 - the PQLS 
function will only work if it's 
supported by both source and 
receiver), and me not reading the 
very small print in the manual lead 
to some frustration. In fact I had 
chewed the end off of the remote 
control before I managed to get 
PQLS working. 

The reason is this: the PQLS 
function only works on LPCM 
- not any of the bitstream formats 
such as Dolby TrueHD or DTS-HD 
Master Audio. If the Blu-ray movie 
you are about to watch has a native 
LPCM soundtrack than aLL is well 
and good, but movies with only 
Dolby or DTS soundtracks need 
decoding into LPCM within the 
player before being sent over HDMI 
to the amplifier. Those that put a lot 
of store by the quality of the DACs 
in their receiver may be torn over 
what output to use. 

Still spitting out bits of plastic 
in frustration, I checked for software 
updates. This advised me Firmware 
Version 334a was ready to 
download and instalL, and wouLd 


take 99 minutes, I pressed Start 
and took myself off to bed with 
a Valium sandwich. 

The next morning, stress levels 
suitably reduced, I started my 
audition again... 

So, here we have Pioneer's latest 
mid-priced Blu-ray pLayer It looks the 
mutt’s-nuts, is well-featured and is 
a full-fat Profile 2.0 machine with 
Ethernet connectivity, universal 
USB-drive storage, DivX playback 
and comprehensive picture controls 
- the latter usefully including 
individual black and white levels. The 
network connection is remarkabLy 
pLug ‘n’ pLay, and Pioneer’s Set-Up 
navigator makes the whole instaLl 
almost idiot-proof (notwithstanding 
my issues with PQLS, which proves 
I can out-idiot even the best idiot¬ 
proofing). There is a host of Link-up 
features if you happen to own some 
other Pioneer kit, too, but I'm yet to 
be convinced byCEC HDMI control 
finding it can cause more accidental 
power-downs than it's worth. 

Tasty treat 

Features, though, are little more than 
a side-dish to the BDP-LX52's main 


feast of visual entertainment. 
Capturing a good 95 per cent 
of the pure brilliance that is the 
BDP-LX9TS picture, this rather more 
affordable machine fights well above 
its price point in sheer visuaL 
splendour The deep, deep bLacks 
are pure midnight with your head 
in a sack, and the colour rendition 
is vibrant yet smooth and natural. 
There is none of the 
cartoon-like saturation 
that cheaper players 
exhibit to bolster their appeal 
in Currys on a bright Saturday 
afternoon, and the Pioneer’s 
fieshtones look particularly natural 
and, weLL, fleshy. Motion scrolling 
is super-sLick, and even on a 
singLe-chip DLP projector, shown 
at 120ins diagonal the picture’s 
depth is amazing. 

Ghost In The Shell 2: Innocence is 
not a great movie to exhibit natural 
colour (mainly because all the 
character's faces are grey and 
featureless) but the scenery is 
spectacular. As the ship flies over 
the Locus SoLus headquarters the 
scenery pans f Lawlessly and, as 
the ship turns, the picture 1$ so 


iiv/ev 

Product: 



Peers: 


De n on 
BDP-2G10; 
Marantz 
BD-7004 
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dose to true 3D it makes me wonder 
why glasses-based 3D video is a hot 
topic at all. Thanks to the beautiful, 
shadow detailing and superb 
textural Information you can all 
but reach out and touch the dark 
metaL of the craft The film is liberally 
scattered with moments just Like 
this and, from the bell in the shop 
doorway to the music-box machine 
in the great hall the feeling of 
solidity is incredible. 

Innocence is just such a disc with 
no native LPCM soundtrack and uses 
DTS-HD Master Audio instead. By 
setting the pLayer’s output to PCM 
(forcing the decoding internaLly) and 
engaging the PQLS function, you can 
switch between PQLS and non- 
PQLS data transfer using a single 
key-press on the SC-LX82 1 s remote 
control With PQLS switched on the 
sound is absolutely first-class with 
huge scale, immense detail and a 
near silent backdrop. The music-box 
is vividly portrayed and you can hear 
its sound expand into the vastness 
of the hall with outstanding 
ambience and clarity. 

Switch off the PQLS and I found 
the sound to be, well, equally as 
impressive, like its flagship sibling. 




Phono-phobia: 

A lack of 
multichannel 
audio outputs 
mean this 
needs to be 
partnered with 
an HDMI- 
enabled AYR 


Match made: 

As pail of 
Pioneer s LX 
range, the 
RDP-LX52 is an 
aesthetic 
match for 
LX-branded 
AVRs r like the 
SC-LX82 


theLX52 is a fabulous-sounding 
player as it stands - in my opinion 

the PQLS feature is simply 
a cherry on top of some 
already well-sculptured 

icing. In fact, I still think the biggest 
attraction of PQLS is with two- 
channel music from CD. On discs 
with finely recorded music it shows 
its true mettle. Voices are just a little 
cleaner, there seems to be an 
improvement in the overall dynamic 
range and the top-end is even 
sweeter and more natural. 

PQLS, then, might be a Little lost 
on aLl-action bLockbusters but it s 
a nice feature to have shouLd you 
have a matching AVR. I guess 
it remains to be seen just how 
attractive PQLS is to audiophiles at 
large - personally I might be more 
excited if the deck also span Super 
Audio CDs and DVD-Audio discs. 

Worth the wait 

The LX52 suffers in so much as it's 
following up the LX91, one of the 
finest BLu-ray players I’ve ever used. 
If I’m being pedantic, I would say 
the slimline LX52 doesn’t quite have 
the DVD upscaling prowess or the 
hi-fi audio credentials of its bigger 
brother, nor does it offer 
multichannel phono outputs 
- a dear sign that it’s meant to be 
partnered with modern-day receiver, 
but a possibLe turn off to some 
buyers. In use it aLso seems achingly 
slow - the HCC Tech Labs timed 
102 seconds to get to ou r test di sds 
opening menus. 

On the other hand, it packs 1GB 
of internal memory (so no need to 
faff around with USB sticks to use 
BD-Live) and looks gorgeous. 

Add in the top-quality visuaLs and 
surround sound performance and 
you have a machine that Lays a clear 
claim to the best mid-range Blu-ray 
pLayer crown 


-* Tech Labs 


Power consumption: Watts 

200 3Q0 


200 300 

100 400 



Idling: A slightly higher 
than average 
consumption when it 
comes to Idling 


100 400 



Powered: We found 

no measurable increase 
between idling and 
playing-go figure 


Audio Jitter: Ps 

500 


250 750 



Sound: An excellent 
audio jitter 
measurement of 177 
picoseconds suggests 
Pioneer has used 
high-quality 
components and circuit 
design 


Video Jitter: IMs 

10 

f 3 f 3 

0 ‘ 20 

Vision: Another very 
good result up there 
with the best BD decks 
we've yet tested 


Loading: Boot/Java 


Boot speed & 
| tray eject 

■ 20s 


Tray in to 
main BD menu 



Disc Loading & Java: 

Snooze-worthy bootup 
and loading times leave 
this player chasing 
some competitors 


HCC VERDICT 

Pioneer BDP-LX52 
£500 Approx 

Price check: www.techradar.com/reviews 

Highs: Class-Leading picture and 
sound; features galore; looks great 
Lows: Not simple to get to grips with; 
multichannel PQLS only on LPCM 

Performance: O0OOO 
Design: OGGOO 
Features; O0GOO 

Overall: OQOG0 
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Premium home cinema sound - 
directly from the German teufel.eu/uk 


Teufel 

“YOUR NEIGHBOURS WILL LOVE YOU!”* 





7 good reasons 
for Teufel speakers 


Home theatre at its best 

» Perfect THX sound 
» Advanced flat cone technology 
» 1200 watt subwoofer 
» Dipole speakers with 8 chassis 


» Top-quality-best-in-test all across 
Europe 

» Developed in our own sound lab in Berlin 
» 30 years of experience 
» Unbeatable value for money 
» Excellent service plus an 8 -week 
moneyback guarantee 
» 12 years warranty on speakers, 

2 years on electronic parts 
» Only available from Teufel direct 






!(TRV 


from 


3415 


Thx 


**trustedreview5.CDm h Dec 2008: 

“ Vbu r nhbou rs will love you 

cnet uk, Dec 2008: "Earth-shattering THX bas^ 1 

Best of Oectnonks/LLOXX, Jul 2008: 

'“The best home theatre loud speaker 

‘Converted price-Internet orders calculated in Euros ind VAT 


ORDER NOW! " 
SAVElOTj^ 


TEUFEL LT 3 

High fidelity from extremely slender 
columns 

» Super-slim aluminium column 
speakers 

» Fully suited for music playback 
>> Homogeneous 5.1 sound, thanks to 
identical speaker drivers 
» Powerful 200-watt active subwoofer 
with remote control 



TEUFEL MOTIV 3 

Small design-conscious 5*1 home 
cinema set with amazing fidelity 

» Five sound spheres with full-range 
drivers 

» Strikingly natural sound 
» Versatile placement 
» 150-watt active subwoofer 


on£ 1366* 

SYSTEM 5THX SELECT 2 

Worldwide first surround sound set 

licensed for THX Select 2 

» A whole new level of home theatre 
and music sound 

» Front speaker using flat-diaphragm 
technology 

» D i poles for a uth entic cinem a sou nd 

» Two subwoofers with 300-mm 
drivers 




CLICK: TEUFEL.EU/UK 



CALL:0049-30-30093039 


vfwW'fm ms.net St vfww.Jouf' 


Teufel 

























78 SONY KDL-37S5500-»£600 Approx *♦ www.sony.co.uk 


S series lacks spice 

John Archer's tastes are left unsated by a budget Bravia 



-> Specifications 

HO Ready: res Full HD, 1080p24 

Progressive scan; vcs NTSC and PAL 
Digital TV tuner; yfs 
Scart no but adaptor is provided 
Component video: yes one input 
HDMI: VEsfour vl.3 HDMis 
PC input: yes 1 x D-Sub 
Resolution: 1920 x 1080 
Brightness: N/A 
Contrast ratio (claimed): 33,000:1 
Dimensions: 

927(w) x 627(h) x 259(d) mm 
Weight: 16.5kg 
Features MPEG noise reduction; 
USB playback of JPEGs and 
MP3s; Bravia Engine 2 processing; 
24p True Cinema processing 


•4 Tech Labs 

Power consumption: Watts 



White screen: 

Power consumption is 
average tor this size set, 
but theEco mode cuts 
It to B7W 



Test footage: 

Little difference here; 
Picture Off mode 
cuts it to 25W 


O ne element in Sony's 
frequently fraught 
relationship with flat TV 
technology has been its inability to 
sell LCD TVs as cheaply as its rivals. 
Hence my surprise when I spied the 
price tag on this 37in KDL-37S5500 
- a really quite aggressive £600. 

in fact, this Is the most affordable 
way yet for Sony fans to get one of 
the brand's mid-sized screens. It's a 
pity, then, that the TV doesn't do its 
marque more justice, 

Things begin badly thanks to a 
rather dour-looking design, and don't 
really improve in connectivity terms 
- three HDMis and no Ethernet 
connection, A JPEG/MP3-capable 
USB is really the only ‘fancy’ 
provision. Another disappointment 
is the 3755500's use of Sony's Bravia 
Engine 2 video processing, despite 
the existence of a third-generation 
system on every model higher in 
Sony's range - including the only 
marginally more pricey V5500 range. 

The lack of BE3 processing is 
immediately noticeable in a couple 
of key areas: standard-definition 
pictures look noisier, and motion 
isn't nearly as weLl-handled, with 


smearing evident over sport and 
action scenes, 

A more general concern is the 
37S55QG's black level response. 

It’s far less impressive than that 
of Sony's higher-spec models. 

The darker areas of Year One on 
BLu-ray suffer from a grey pall that 
I wouldn’t expect to see on similarly- 
priced TVs from other brands - 
especially Samsung, I can only 
assume from this that the37S5500 
is using a last-generation panel 
design as well as last-gen processing, 
Despite these flaws, this 
budget Bravia isn’t an 
unmitigated disaster. 

It scores strongLy with its great coLour 
response, for instance, combining 
vibrancy with natural tones. HD 
pictures are impressively detailed 
and crisp, too - as Long as there's 
not much motion going on. 

Yet, with some rather flat, 
distortion-prone audio bringing me 
back down to earth with a bump, 
the 3755500 ultimately fails to be 
anything other than an average TV, 
made all the more pointless by the 
fact that its superior 37V5500 sibLing 
can be had for barely £40-£50 more 


AV/CV 

Product: 


Position: 


senes is Sony s 
entry-level LCD 
range, below 
the V55D0 and 
W5500 models 


Samsung 

LE37B550; 

Toshiba 

37RV635; 

LG37LH5000 


TV contrast: ratio 

Claimed^T 
30,000:1 H 

I Actual 

■ 2,276:1 

Picture: Optimistic 
claims for dynamic 
contrast boil down to a 
rather more realistic 
2.278:1 after calibration, 
backing up our 
reviewer's subjective 
views on the Sony’s 
black Level 


Colour temp: Kelvin 



Presets: While the 
Cool and neutral 
presets are way off, the 
Warm preset is just 
about right - pity 
though there are no 
separate RGB 
adjustments. 
Warm: 6.716K 
COdt:lT536K 
Neutral: 9,690 K 


HCC VERDICT 

Sony KDL-37S5500 
£600 Approx 

Price check; www.techradar.com/reviews 

Highs: Sony’s cheapest 37in LCD yet; 
good HD detailing; rich colours; 

bright presentation 
Lows: Uninspiring design; motion 
bLur; underwhelming black leveL 
response; underpowered audio 

Performance: 06000 
Design: 06000 
Features: 06000 

Overall: OGGGO 
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LOW PRICES 100'S BRANDS FREE ADVICE FAST DELIVERY EXPERIENCED STAFF 


imply lectriccslE. .co.uk 

serious obout electricals... 




SAMSUNG UE46B7020WWXXU 
46’’ FULL HD LED TELEVISION 


"£ 200 . 


ECO CASH BACK 

Fc*i*i>ns™ jh lij: irri‘*tiljrl J , 
SW4SUNSLEDTY 


SAMSUNG UE46B8000WWXXU 
46" FULL HD LED TELEVISION 

► Digital Switchover Ready 

► 1920 x 1080 Resolution ^ 

► 200Hz Motion Plus ^ 

► Mega Contrast 

► Eco-Friendly 

► 4 HDMI Inputs 

£1635 . 9S or Lower 

40” £1333.” 


* 

---J v 



UH3TVSOWE& e 



L=DTV SERIES 7 ] 


fuliHD 


Digital Switchover Ready 
1920 x 1080 Resolution 
100Hz Motion Plus 


Mega Contrast 
Eco-Friendly 
4 HDMI inputs 


SAMSUNG UE46B6O00WXXU 
46" FULL 1080P ULTRA SLIM LED TV 

► Digital Switchover Ready 

► 1920 x 1080 Resolution 

► Mega Contrast 

► Eco-Friendly 


4 HDMI Inputs 



£1149 . 95 or Lower 

32” £619.” 40” £919.” 



LSDWsewesB C 


Low Prices! SAVE OVER £200 


£ 1299 .’ 


'or Lower 


32 " £ 788. 95 
40 " £ 1015. 95 
55 " £ 2109 .” 


QUALITY & EXPERT ADVICE... 
you can trust in Simply Electricats 


SAMSUNG HT-BD1220 BLU-RAY 2.1 
HOME CINEMA SYSTEM 

► 500W Total Power 

► Satellite Speakers 

► iPod Cradle Included 

► Dolby TruHD/DTS-HD 




Sm dlBlta,El 


■ OMCMllH *4■ imi 


★ ★★★★ 




or Lower 


UK Authorised Dealer for 


Website Security 


Panasonic, Samsung, JVC, LG. Toshiba, Sharp, Philips, 
Alphas on, Atacama. Grad a r Goldrlng, Vila Audio, 
QED, Sou tided st and many mare. 


Payment Options 

■ All Y;yi ci ::- -TOCCiiCd h. Secured IhiOugr". 

u sa^pay 

we cccepJ ait major credii end debit 
cards including: 


Simply Electricals take online security extremely 
seriously. That's why r when you use your credit cord; 
all your data is encrypted to the highest standard and 
held on a secure computer that means it's protected 
tram hackers and criminals. 


SAMSUNG LE40B553M3WXXU 
40” FULL 1080P HD READY LCD TELEVISION 


We are also an accredited retailer far the 'Internet 
Shopping; is Safe 1 ond 'Internet Delivery is Safe' 
schemes for added ~ 

assurance. l*' w ' ?: 


► Digital Switchover Ready 

► 1920 x 1080 Resolution 

► High Contrast 

► 4 HDMI Inputs 

E3 Cl 


£539.’ 


or Lower 



LCD TV SERIES 15 


We also accept Mastercard Secure 
Code S. Verified by visa for 
increased protection. 


Delivery -Ar'.'JX- Buslnesspost 


Simply Electricals offers a fast and efficient delivery 
service with two of the largest togistics companies in 
the UK. Not only will your items arrive safely we also 
add a personal touch by arranging a delivery day 
that is convenient far you. 

Once your order is shipped we email o unique 
tracking number so you can check the progress of 
your delivery from your armchair. 


All televisions we 
sell are Digital 
Switchover ,-r- 

Ready... 8< 



SAMSUNG HT-X720GT 2.1 
DVD HOME CINEMA SYSTEM ***** 


► 400W 2.1 Speaker System 

► 1080p Upscaling DVD 
Player 

► iPod Cradle Included 

► Kelp Cone Speakers 


Store Details: 

Simply ElectricaK 466 Hallrwell Road, Bolton BL1 BAN 


£245. 9 


1.-1 


or Lower 



www.simplyelectricals.co.uk 


sales@simplyelectricals.co.uk 


Al riffui, prfcGS am sroct ore ajfepsd to uvtiiubNy dfld Change. PmuUut blaguS ate for iluGfraltori purpose cria the products actual appxxrunco moy .jfkr slighty Item tfc irtnjgc Ai goods remain the propxxy of Sfriplj' BaCHO® i.irrH pad in full You ha-e the right, to OjkoI vr.M.r Garrltetd dthet before or '-jp (a 
sfwen working days after the Poods are neiwned. sltimqg the day after aredeftvsred. TNs masl bedor* n wtllne, via e-™nL fax or letter to cmjt customer services department 3'inuln you choose to carvel tte-conlrocL you musl have token rensonrtole mre of Ihe Hoods IfyvHi cargreJ an order alter Ihe Hoods have 

beer, drtweren, y&s wti be chafed toeflCMal cost afoctedlig than flecoiise we may a hsldlse Our rtetr-ery charge when we Hfloly deliver the Goods to yen i. r^O!h..nl cost utcollection may be more Ivn yai paid far tve ReLvery Please '.teit vyiaw^mptyelecllwlK cpii/terms for our Till terms and orations of sde. Oats 
mode fa 0644 numbers cnechcrged at Sp per minute from a£Tfcndlne. Cdls tom mottles end after networks may very. All product sold ore indu5weafl5 , £ 'WCT end e>odude stondird debverycharges. VAT Number: Gfl 92S 2063 44 Register® in Engkrc' and Wales Company N& Q5337949. "Sansung Cashback'erns 
£. Conditions qcpIyOpen lb UK, DM and Cl resiaentE aged 16 or over unfy. ElOOca^i back c4fer avotabte on Stmsung 40" end 46' LED 6X0 Saies Tetevcims any £150 cash bock oiler a/ailabte on Samsung 40" and 46" LEO 7000/ 7020 Series Tefeiskr-a anL^. £200casi r ibcckolleravaiabteon Stxnsung 40" crc 46" LED 
3000 Teiewsions arty. All Oilers subjeef la cr-^ikdbiMy. Purchase fa be mode between lsl October cma 24fn December 2009 Ihduave) tram UK LOfVi or Cl retail ort'/t aoirniE musl be received by 31d January 2010. Maarntm one dam pa qunifyng purchase. Cash boefc paid by theaue, Iniemef aoces required: daim (arm 
and full toms and catoiticns evdkbk: ai v.y*v sdmsang.com/aca Prrmatc« is Ekstrorics UK LrMik'd, Samsung House, 'OOO HUsvftroad Wra. Chutscy. i-jnvt KT6 OPS. Rat HCC11 

www.ft**doms.nat ft www.Joumal-plaza.nat 

































KLAB20D 

Add music to your kitchen, 
bedroom, study, bathroom 

* Fits into a standard UK two gang pattress 

* Powerful 2QW RMS per channel 

* Choose FM Radio, rear line input or plug 
your MP3 player into the front jack socket. 

* Push button or remote control 
Code KLABKITD (am plifiet & power supply) 


SPEAKER PACKAGE DEALS 



Product of 
the Month 


£149 


KLAB20D 

plus 5 inch architectural wall/ceiling speakers 



Code KLAB20DC5 


KLAB20D 

plus 5 inch moisture water resistant wall ceiling speakers 

Code KLAB2QMDC5 


KLAB20D 

plus 8 inch architectural wall/ceiling speakers 


Code KLAB20DC8 


KLAB2QD 

plus 6.5 inch moisture water resistant wail ceiling speakers 


Code KLAB20MDCS 


Check out the fantastic offers also on offer this month 



Easy Icon Universal Remote 


Really easy to set up and use universal 
remote for ten AV devices plus XI0 
automation 

* Graphical easy to foi I ow setu p 

* 3 cons for favi ou rite chan nels 

* Personalised screen for different members 

of the family. 

* Macro function; 1 press of a button can 
switch all devices to the correct setting. 


Code EZiCON 


only £67 .52 

Keene IR Distribution Amplifier 


HD Convertor RGB Scart & 
Component to HDMI 720P 

Converts analogue Scart or Component into digital HDMI at 
a fixed 72OR Great for connecting legacy equipment to an 
HDMI switchbox for simplifying your connections. 

Input signals: 

* Scart (RGB or composite) 

* Component video 
(via supplied multi pin adaptor) 

- NTSC or PAL 
Outputs; 

* HDMI output fixed 720p 

* Audio via 3.$mm jack socket ^ ^ 

£69 



Code HDUS 


only 

Cat5Blaster QC Active 


External receiver routes 
IR signals to internal 
wands 

Control all your 
equipment even 
when inside a cabinet 
Works with all 
popular remotes 
Complete system, 
easy to install and 
ready to use 


Code IRBKITS 



Provides quick and easy 1:1 AV distribution 
via CATS cable. This active model gives excellent 
picture quality at up to 100m and also provides 
infra Red control. 


Send s-video or composite video plus 
stereo audio over low cost CATS cable 


Includes IR control from receiver back to transmitter 
Active circuitry maintains signal quality up to 100m 
Simple to set up 

Robust reliable design - thousands in daily use. Euro 
models and passive models also available, 
please see website 



Code C5QCA 


only 


£99 


.99 


GIGAVIDEO 800 
Wireless HDMI Sender 

At last, a cable free solution for HDMI. Any 
of the four HD inputs (2 x component and 
2 x HDMI) can be sent wirelessly up to 20m to the receiver. The 
signal is uncompressed and remains up to and including IQSOp. 
IR feedback gives you source control from the viewing area, 

* Locate your HDTV or projector wherever you want. 

* Mount the receiver (out of sight) 

" Switch between 4 HD sources 

* Operates even through walls 

- Supports all 480p, 720p, 10S0i and 1080p 

- Sends the HD signal uncompressed 

£513 


Code GV800 


only 


06 


IR Anywhere 

The new Keene IR Anywhere system 
enables IR commands to be sent 
via local network or internet! 

* Control IR equipment via local 
network or anywhere in the world 
via internet 

* Can be combined with IR 
distribution system for large 
installations 

* One-to-one or many-to-one control 

* Built in Dynamic DNS support 

* DHCP plug and play for LAN 

Code KIRA 1 pair of Modules 
Cod e KIRA M Add itiona I Mad i>le 



£99.99 

£59.99 


We accept the following methods of payments: V/V1 ^ m g 

All prices include VATE £ QE. All prices correct at Eirne of print. Please check www.keene.co.tik for the latest information! 


Order through our website 

www.keene.co.uk 


Order by Phone 01332 830550 


Monday to Friday 9.00am and 5.30pm 

it a* 



For more products, new ranges and 
bargains visit www.keene.co.uk 


HDMI cables - HDMI plug to HDMI plug 


108Op rated 3m length 

HDHDV3 

£14.99 

108Op rated 10m length 

HDHDV10 

£32.99 

Premium range lOEOp rated 3m length 

HDHD3 

£29.99 

Premium range 1080p rated 10m length 

HDHD10 

£49,99 

Premium range 1080p rated 15m length 

HDHD15 

£59,99 

professional range 2160p rated im 

HDHDC1 

£29,99 

professional range 216Qp rated 3m 

HDHDC3 

£39,99 

plug professional range 2160p rated 7,5m HDHDC75 

£69,99 

HDMI cables - Adaptors 

Mini Display Port to HDMI adaptor 

MDPHDMI 

£14.99 

Video Conversion 

Scart to HDMI (720p) 

CS720PHD £120.00 

Component to HDMI 

CF28QH 

£115.00 

RGB to s-video 

RGB2S 

£69.99 

RGB to component 

APT1 

£84.00 

Component to RGB 

APT2 

£84,00 

Composlte/s-video to VGA 

AVT33GG 

£45,00 

CompositeZ-video to component 

CPVSRG6 

£69,00 

Composrte/s-video to HDMI 

C VI3 ED 

£207.50 

Video over CATS 

Composite/s-video over CAT 5 (no tft) 

C5QC 

£89.99 

Composite/s-video over CATS (with IR) 

C5QCA 

£99.99 

Composite/s-video with lour remote receiver C5KDA4 

£269.00 

Component over CAT5 

C5E 

£259.99 

Component over CAT5 (wallplate) 

C5QCCP 

£149.99 

AV wall outlet plates - single gang with rear HDMI socket 

white 

HCP26 

£29.99 

satin chrome 

HCP26S 

£39,99 

double gang HDMI steel 

HCP265D 

£54,99 



electronics 


net ft wwwJoumd-pUaa.net 



















PACKARD BELL IMAX MINI N3600-*£250 Approx -» www.packardbell.co.uk 81 


Tiny PC that can 

Chris Jenkins downsizes his media PC 


If you want PC entertainment power 
in your living-room without having 
a huge dunking Media Center PC, 
or even a laptop, rush to audition 
this 'nettop', a severely cut-down 
desktop PC using an Nvidia ION 
graphics solution. 

Packard Bell's Imax Mini isn't the 
first of its kind - in fact this is 
basically a rebadging of Acer’s Revo, 
It's designed to be used in one of two 
ways - either standing or sitting on 
your desktop, or clamped to the back 
of a monitor using an optional extra 
mounting kit. 

It ships with a wired mouse and 
compact keyboard (wireless modeLs 
are optional). Connections incLude 
HDMI, USB and LAN, plus a front 
ESATA port for access to high- 
capacity hard drives, or indeed an 
optical drive, which is the one thing 
the Imax Mini significantly lacks. 

The highest specced model uses 
an Intel Atom 230 processor, 2GB of 


memory, a 160GB hard disk drive and 
802,lln Wi-Fi. Variations are available 
in terms of hard-drive size, RAM size, 
and operating system (Windows XP 
or Windows Vista, with presumably 
Windows 7 to folLow). 

Highs 

• It runs extremely quietly, and when 
a decent codec pack (try the K-Lite 
Codec Pack which comes with 
Media Player Classic) is installed, 
can handle a wide variety of formats, 
including HD MKVs. 

• Ideal as dedicated media PC, 
using XBMC, or a multifunction living 
room PC. 

• The integrated HDMI output makes 
AV hookup a dream. 

Lows 

• No built-in optical drive, but when 
used as a networked device this 
shouldn’t be a problem. 

© Out of the box, stutters with HD files. 



The Imax Mini 


can be 
clamped to 
the back of a 
monitor 


HCC VERDICT 

Packard BelL Imax Mini N3600 
£250 Approx 

Price check; www.techradar.com/reviews 


Overall: O000G 


SHARP HT-SB200-»£130 Approx -> www.sharp.co.uk 

Sharp shrinks the soundbar 

Jim Hill auditions an audio solution aimed at 32 in TVs 



Hats off to Sharp for coming up 
with the simplest way to boost your 
TV’s audio output. Just sling this 
strap-on soundbar below your 
flatscreen, connect the analogue 
stereo outputs and it’ll give you 
a marked improvement over your 
TV’s own speakers - but don't think 
that this wilL give you an instant 
home cinema. 

As the TV brands compete over 
thinness, the sound quality is being 
effectively squeezed out, which 
makes this 2,1 upgrade a tempting 
proposition, but this one isn’t actually 
much bigger than the speakers 
it’s meant to be substituting. 

Highs 

• A good fit for a 32in orAOin TV, this 
compact and sexily-styled cabinet is 


just a few inches deep and wide, 
so it can be easily fixed to the wall 
or TV stand below your set without 
drawing attention to itself. It just 
needs a power lead and stereo 
phono lead (both supplied) to get 
going, so concealing the cables 
is easy enough, too. 

• When activated with the credit 
card-sized remote control, it made 
its presence felt with a significant 
bump in volume, clarity, depth 
and bass weight over the internal 
speakers of my 32in V-series Sony, 

• In Cinema and Game modes, 
it adds appreciable projection to 
the sound and makes dialogue much 
easier to follow. 

Lows 

The four sound modes enhance the 


stereo performance somewhat, but it 
has trouble focusing a stereo image 
with such small drive units. 

•The four subwoofers are dearly not 
the air-shifters that we’re used to at 
HCC and unsurprisingly, they don’t 
muster much of a rumble between 
them. More of a mumble really. 

• I can see the advantage for owners 
of 32in sets with reaLly dreadful 
internal speakers, but it’s not 
a massive leap in quality and larger 
sets may well have better sound 
systems of their own. 


HCC VERDICT 

Sharp HT-SB200 
£130 Approx 
Price check: www.techradar.com/reviews 

Overall: 



Shooting 
the Sh*twith 


Kevin Smith 

Titan Books 
£10 Approx 

White Kevin 
Smith has 
written some 
very interesting 
books in his 
time, this isn't 
one of them. 
Instead, this 
tome collects 
together 
transcripts of his 
rather rambling 
and aimless 
Podcasts - it 
feels tike you’re 
reading a 
collection of 
short chats 
between people 
at the pub, 

i1 2 3 4 5 
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82 GENELEC 6010A/5040A SAT/SUB->£1,500 Approx -» www.genelec-ht.com 


Active baby boomers 

Adam Ray Bier wonders if this active sub/sat system will find a home 



-» Specifications 

Genelec 6010A( satellites) 

Drive Units: 3in cone with one Q,75in 
metal dome tweeter, both loaded 
with Genelec’s DCW (Directivity 
Control Waveguide) horn technology 
Enclosure: Two-way rear horn-ported 
Frequency Response: 74 Hz-1 8 kHz 
+/-2.5dB 

: 12W active to each driver so 
24W RMS total each enclosure 
Dimensions: 121 (w) x 195(h) 
xll4(d)mm 
Weight: 14kg 
Connections: Phono line in with Level 
adjustment 

Genetec 5040A (subwoofer) 

Drive Units: 6,5in driver 
Enclosure: Ported, downward-firing 
Freq u e ncy Response : 3 5 Hz-85/120 Hz 
+/-3dB 
Power Fla nd ling: 4QW 
Dimensions: 251 (h) x 305(diameter) 

mm 

Weight: 4.7kg 

Connections: Six phono inputs and five 
outputs, plus 3.5mm stereo input 
jack and volume control connector 


M anufacturer Genelec has 
roots as deep as time in 
the pro-audio market, 
predominantly with huge active 
studio monitors of awesome 
perfection for diction and clarity. Yet 
it has been making quiet forays into 
home cinema/smalL studio-friendly 
areas for some years now - and this 
array is its smalLest yet. Our test 
system uses the dinkiest satellite 
available, the 60lOAand the stumpy 
5040A subwoofer 

While this Genelec package can 
be used in a home cinema setting 
I suspect it will ultimately find its way 
into the homes of music business 
types familiar with the brand, I was 
told that The Prodigy take a set on 
tour to mix with, but I reckon it f s 
a stereo iteration - they’d need 
a roadie with a brain the size of 
a pianet to set up a 5.1 system. 

The woofer is the hub. First, you 
need to input via a 3.5mm tip-ring- 
sleeve stereo jack if you want 
two-channel and then connect 
onwards to the sats via a pair of 
phono cables. But if you want 5,1 
surround, you’ll need a six-way phono 
loom from your source to wherever 
you put the woofer, and then plug in 
each of the five surround speakers 
with their own phonos - and, of 

HOME CINEMA CHOICE JANUARY 2010 


course, their own mains Lead. 
Compare that with the one phono 
lead for bass and five speaker wires 
of a passive system - this solution 
seems an untidy and costly madness. 

You could gouge out channels in 
your walls for wires to hide in, mount 
the satellites on funky wall brackets, 
and plug them in to custom instail- 
styLe sockets if you wanted - they’ll 
look smart as heLl - but t just cannot 
see that happening with a system of 
this size and price. 

Active lifestyle 

In the streamlined world of modern 
AV, the wires needed here are 
a major issue, but one that has 
always been there with active 
speakers. The benefit of the active 
design is that cabinets can be made 
smaller, and efficiency and cLarity is 
improved, but whiLe these are indeed 
tiny, they Lack Level and depth; for 
all its tonal accuracy the output is 
just too weedy. 

This Genelec system is beautiful 
to look out, but it’s an awful Lot of 
money for a very small slice of AV, 
Don't get me wrong, these boxes 
have nearfield monitoring accuracy, 
but they remain as exciting to me as 
a chisel. A welL-made and sharp tool 
you use for work 


AV/CV 


Product: 




HCC VERDICT 

Genelec 6010 A/5040A sub/sat 
£1500 Approx 

Price check: www.techradar.com/reviews 

Highs: Accurate sound with cLarity 
sufficient for a musician to use; 

exquisite Looks 
Lows: Fiddly to fit; kinda 'quiet 1 not 
Loud 1 speakers 

Performance: 00000 
Design: O0QQG 
Features: O00O0 

Overall: OQOO0 


wwwf.l fns*n8t St ¥fww,Joun 











LG TV BUYERS GUIDE-* www.Lge.co.uk/tvguide 


HCC PROMOTION 


Future of TV 

LG’s use of LED technology means the SL9000 
series offers a peerless viewing experience 


L G's newSLQOQG Series TVs 
offer the thinnest sets and 
dearest picture, and they are 
incredibly energy-efficient. 

The stylish SL9QQG, with its 
unique flush-fitting screen and 
dazzLing LED backlighting, is only 
293mm thick, yet stilL manages to 
provide astounding picture quaLity 
with a 3,000,000:1 contrast ratio. It’s 
also efficient enough to shave up to 
40 per cent off your energy bill. 

Thanks to LG's ground-breaking 
LED technology and innovative 
design, the SL9000 series has been 
allowed to slim down and swap the 
restricting frame for a seam Less 
single layer of glass, which fits flush 
just like an infinity swimming pool. 

There are 42in and 47in models 
available, both of which come fully 
equipped with four HDMI ports to 
hook up your Blu-ray player and other 
devices. There’s even Bluetooth 
compatibility, to wirelessly beam your 
latest snaps and music to the full-HD 
lQSGp screen. 

In short, this is the ultimate hi-def 
experience for your home. BrilLiant. 



The details 

A Frameless design 

The SLQOOO’s unique, single-layer 
design virtually eliminates the space 
between the screen and bezel, for a 
seam Less Look 

B Ultra-slim 

LEDs around the perimeter of the 
frame enable the 5L9000 to be just 
29.3mm thick 

C Entertainment hub 

With four HDMI ports, USB (with HD 
Movie playback), Bluetooth and PC 
input, you can connect the SL9000 
to aLL your media 

D Picture perfect 

With a contrast ratio of 3,000,000:1, 
the SL9000 delivers ultra-crisp 
images and deeper blacks 

E Power saver 

LG LED technology saves you up to 
40 per cent on your energy bills and 
the SL9000 is aLso certified by the 
Energy Saving Trust 




The LG TV 


Buyers Guide 


LG offers so many cutting-edge TV technologies, 
from integrated Freesat HD tuners bringing 
subscription-free hi-def channels to picture- 
enhancing 100Hz processing, that choosing the 
perfect set could be a little daunting. Don’t panic, 
our simple step-by step online guide will help you 
find your ideal LG TV in just a few quick dicks. 


www.lge.co.uk/tvguide 
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84 0 ACOUSTICS Q-TV2->£300 Approx -» www.qacoustics.co.uk 


Backseat driver 


Want to wrap you flatscreen in a sonic shroud? Chris Jenkins does 


A 2,1-channel speaker enhancement 
system for flatscreen TVs, 

Q Acoustics’ Q-TV2 bolts to the 
back of the felly, and consists of 
a vibration-canceLled subwoofer with 
a downward-firing port, two side 
speakers which can be angled to hug 
the sides of the TV, and a built-in 
amplification system. Once 
assembled the whole rig should be 
practically invisible. 

Fitting is achieved using VESA- 
standard mounting brackets and 
spacers. This model fits on sets 
from 30-42ia but versions for larger 
and smaller screens should be on 
the way. 

Connection is via a line output, 
headphone output or optical digital 
output, so depending on the 
connection type, some sets will let 
you mute their internal speaker and 
control the Q-TV2 volume with the 
TV remote; if not you control the 
Q-TV2 volume with its own handset. 


There's also a socket for input 
from an iPod or similar device; you 
don’t have to have the TV switched 
on to use this. 

Highs 

• Sound improvement is immediate 
and obvious, adding 50W of bass 

in the 50Hz-180Hz range and 25W 
from the four Tin 180Hz-20kHz 
BMR (Balanced Mode Radiator) 
side drivers. 

•Once fitted the system does 
appear practically invisible and 
essentially becomes a part of your 
flatscreen. 

Lows 

• The overall sound is rather brash 
and bright, and other than a bass 
curve adjustment, there’s no tone 
control, 

• Could be a bit of a hard sell to 
someone who has already spent 
£600 or more on a TV. 



Add on: 

The Q-TV2 
bolts onto the 
rear of your TV 


HCC VERDICT 

0 Acoustics Q-TV2 
£300 Approx 

Price check: www.techradar.com/reviews 


Overall: OOOOO 


XT2 ROOM ANALYZER->£150 Approx -> www.xtz.se 

Love your low frequencies 

Mat! Moule gets the best out of his subwoofer 


The XTZ Room Analyzer is a very 
simple-to-use tool for improving the 
low-frequency response of your room 
and system. Out of the box comes 
a neat and solid USB soundcard, 
a poseable microphone and an 
assortment of leads. There’s no 
software in the box - you have to go 



and download it from the website 
(www.xtz.se). 

Once connected to your AV 
system and a laptop or PC (XTZ 
recommends Windows XP), follow 
the onscreen instructions, place 
the mic at the given positions 
and press go. The unit will then 
generate a tone through your system, 
analyse It and then produce a graph 
showing the measured room 
response as it is - and what it couLd 
be if the suggested settings are 
implemented. 

Planned upgrade releases include 
an RT60 reverb calculator and 
SPL function. 

Highs 

• As a tool for analysing your room 
and to tweak your system, the XTZ 
Room Analyzer can’t be faulted. 
There’s no need to get an expert 
in if you can read the manual and 
follow instructions. 


•The generated results are clear 
and easy to read. Long cables are 
supplied, so even large rooms can 
be tackled, 

•A real-time analysis function is 
included, most useful for EQ 
tweaking from 16hz-20khz, 

• Relatively easy to achieve a good 
improvement in system sound. 

Lows 

• It’s no substitute for proper 
room treatments Like absorption 
or diffusion paneLs. 

•The USB microphone isn’t 
particularly sturdy; it’s welL built, but 
might falL over in a light gust of wind. 
We are nit-picking, though... 


HCC VERDICT 

XTZ Room Analyzer 
£150 Approx 
Price check: www.techradar.com/reviews 

Overall: O00Q© 


The James 
Bond Omnibus: 


Volume 001 

Titan Books 
£15 Approx 



This slick volume 
collects together 
the comic strip 
adaptations of 
eleven of Ian 
Fleming’s 
original Bond 
novelsthatranin 
the Daily Express 
between 
1958-62 It’s 
great to see how 
the creators 
reworked the 
stories to 
function in comic 
stripform -and 
how well they 
still read today. 

H|4S 
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SIZE R6RLLM DOES 

M OTTER... 



DTR94500S HD HIGH DEFINITION DIGITAL TV RECORDER WITH A MASSIVE 

500GB HARD DRIVE 

» 500GB Hard Disk Drive ► HDMI™ upscaling 

* Smart, simple to use HD Digital Recorder » No contract, no monthly bills 

* Instant access to the very best of HD programmes w Over 140 TV and radio channels 

* Crystal clear sound quality ► 8 Day TV listings and parental control 


SMRRT TECHNOLOGM MAKING DIGITAL TV SIMPLE 

visit www.sagemdigital.co.uk today 



freesat^ 

HD dgital TV recorder 


Hami HD dieitairVl 
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• a/'i AVake Your Christmas Easy This Year.. 

, I “ Find ALL vour Cracking Christmas ‘Bargains at HI'WA'YHIFI.COAk! “ I, 


your Cracking 



sony JVC Panasonic « 0 lg Authorised UK Dealer _ bos £~ Toshiba ©yamaha sharp 


■ ■ ■ See Our Full Range of Products Available Online 

SBShiwayhifi.com 


020 7723 5251 

318-324 Edgware Road, 
London W2 1DY e&oe hcoissue i<4 









































































































Buy NOW Pay Later! INTEREST FREE CREDIT* for 10 MONTHS 


* Available on orders nver £7 SO 


'Subject to Status 


UE55B7020 



55" Series 7 Ultra Slim Crystal De- 
sign FULL HD 1080P LED IV with 
Mega Dynamic Contrast Ratio, 
lOOhz Motion Plus & MediP2.0 

Also Available in 40" & 46" 

3SBS 


PS50B85Q 



50" SERIES 8 FULL HD 1030P Ultra 
Slim Plasma Television with 100 Hz 
Motion Plus, Medip2.0, Ultra Filter- | 
Bright Plus 8t HDMI 


UE40B8D00 



( save e30eQ UE46B6000 


40" Series 8 Ultra Slim Crystal 
Design FULL HD 1080P LED TV 
with Mega Dynamic Contrast Ratio, 
200hz Motion Plus & Med ip 2.0 


Also Available in 46" 





46" Series 6 Ultra Slim FULL HD 
10 BOP LED TV with Mega Dynamic 
Contrast, lOQhz Motion Plus S USB 
2.0 

Also Available in 40" 


LE32B450 


C SAVE EIOcQ 

32" Series 4 HD Ready Digital LCD 
TV with High Contrast, DNIe+ 
Picture Engine, WCE 2 Wide Color 
Enhancer, SxHDMJ & PC Input 


HD I 




LE22B350 


22" Series 4 HD Ready Digital LCD 
TV with High Contrast, DNle+ 
Pidure Engine, WCE 2 Wide Color 
Enhancer, HDMI & PC Input 


iCDM®, 


)LM ®S3®, 


HOI 


\mml 


PS42B43Q 



CsavE£20q) UE32B7020 


42" SERIES 4 HD Ready Plasma 
Television with 60QHz subfields, 
100Hz, Wide Color Enhancer & 
2x HDMI 



32 rr SERIES 7 FULL HD 1080P LED 
Ultra Slim Crystal Television with 
100Hz Motion Plus, Ultra Clear 
Panel, Media@2.0 & 4x HDMI 


BDP46QO 


World's Slimmest Blu-Ray Player 
with USB 2.0, 2CH Analog Audio 
Outputs, HDMI Outputs & BD Live 
Capabilities with 1GB Storage 




.y 


'ml Hnmi 




C LC32LE600 


T T LC40LE600 


32" AQUOS 10B0P Full HD Screen 
LED Backlight tv with Hew x-GEN 
Panel, Digital Comb Filter, Backlight 
system Full LED Eco Features & 

3 HDMI 


| l [£IOO 


CASHBACK 






40 ' AQUOS 1080P Full HD Screen 
LED Backlight TV with New X-GEN 
Panel, Digital Comb Filter, Backlight 
system Full LED Eco Features & 

3 HDMI 




£100 


CASHBACK- 


®33® 


LC46LE700 


46" AQUOS 1080p Full HD LED 
Backlight with 100Hz, New X-GEN 
Panel, Mercury Free, USB Input for 
JPEG / MP3 Playback, Eco Features 
& 4x HDMI 

Also Available in 32", 40" & 52" 


aisd AvanaPEe in jz , a u 



HARMAN KARDON AVR360 + 
DVD29 + HKTS7BQ - 7.1 Ch A/V 

Receiver + DVD Audio/Video Player 
+ 5.1 Oh Home Cinema Speaker 
System 


mm A 


HARMAN KADQN AVR155 + 
l DVD29 + JBL 200.5 -5 x 4QW 
f 5.1-ChA/V Receiver + DVD Audio/ 
i Video Player+5.1 Simply Cinema 
Loudspeaker System 




Yamaha RXV765 + Bose AMIO + 
Panasonic DMPBD60 - 7^h AV 

■ Receiver + 5.1-Ch Home Cinema 
Components {with FREE Brackets) 
m + Multi-Region Blu-Ray DVD 
-1 Player 




' SMtr HHtrd 

IWMli 

Bosr Lifa-styln 1R HKIV BlkiWi'Sil.... 

.ecall 

Bo» Lifestyle 16 ! IS S J3MKEV BlkiW/SII. 

Bosr 12 1 Mk III 

..ECALL 

£CALL 

Rnsp t 7 t CSS 

fCAl 1 

Bokp CinnM,ibH-. 

.£CALL 


Plnca Qmindnivrlr Onrfnhla ff 1 !! 1 

Ease 201 1 301 V ...... 

......ucall 

Bose AM-3 IV... . . 

, , ECALL 

Base AM.5/0IL..... 

Bose AM-10 IV Blk ^ While. 

Baae AM-15 11._ 

.XCALL 

..ECALL 

.[CALL 

2 Vflar Warranty 

“tJO MAIL ORDERS PlM« riiri (HV SlWWrCOirt Tor deiMnMritMfl" 

ultimata Liitaing phasura" 

V 


Yamaha RXVS65 + MS Premier 

- AV Receiver + Premier Horne ' 
Cinema System with Premiere 
302, 304C & 30SW 

mm 


HARMAN KAOON HK9BQ 4 
HD950 - 2 x SOW Stereo Integrated! 
Amplifier * CD Ftayerwith Multibit T 
PSigma-Delta Modulatory 


EXCLUSIVE OFFER 




MISSION MCuhe 5.1 Home 
Theatre System - Simple to 

sel-up & install and is supplied 
with cables, fully adjustable wall 
brackets 


<9 


HARMAN KARDON HS250BQ 

-2.1 Home Theater and Music 
System With HDMI 




HARMON KADON HKTS7BQ 

- 5.1 Channel Home Cinema 
Speaker System 


mm 


JBL Lfl-90 - 4-Way Dual 8" 
(200mm) Flcorstanding Speakers 


mm 





Speakers / Subwoofers 

JBL ESIO Beech.... .£84. 

JBL ES20 Beech / Cherry,,.. £ 129 , 

JBL ES30 Beech /Blk / Cherfy-..„„ £169.99 

JBL ESSO Cherry/peach/black. £339.93 

JBL ESIOO Beech/black/cherry—. £459.99 

JBL ES150 Beech / Cherry. £199.95 

JBL ES250PW Cherry. £389.95 

JBL Balboa-30..Special Offer. £199.95 

JBL Balboa-lO... £99.95 

JBL Balboa-Center....... £99.95 

JBL Balboa-Sub 10..... .....£149.95 

MORDAU NT-SHORT Mezzo2.. ..£CALI 

MORDAU NT-SHORT Meizo9. £599.95 

MORD A U NT- SHO RT ALUMNI... £ CALI 

MORDAUNT-SHORT ALUMNI 9 ......£199.95 

MOROAUNT-SHORT MS 6 ENIE/TS. £CALI 

Infinity BETA 40. ,....£199-95 

Wharfedale diamond IO.O... ..........£CALI 

Wharfedale diamond 10.2.......,.........£CALI 

W ha rfed ale dia mond 10.4. £ C A LI 

wha rfedale diamond 10.7. C CALI 

Amplifier / Receivers 

Harman Kardon AVR137. £284.95 

Hannan Kardon AVR14S. £259.99 

Haratan Kardon AVR155,.... £239.99 

Harman Kardon AVR3G0,,,.. £599.99 

Harman Kardon AVR35S. £519.99 

Harman Kardon AVR255..,.. £419.99 

Harman Kardon TV980.... £179.95 

Maranti PM70G3-B/S... £459.95 

Marantz PM6002 [S),. £289.99 

Marantz PM40GIOSE..,,,. £184.95 

Sony STRDH100......... £139.99 

Sony 5TRDH800,...,,.. £284.99 

Yamaha RXV365....... £199,99 

Yamaha RXV465.. £279.99 

Yamaha RXV565....... £399.99 

Yamaha RXV765,,.... .,...£449 99 

-nvui nCc (MO nn 


- ■- ~ ■ *4 „ 

Blu-Ray Players & Recorders 1 

Panasonic DM PBD8Q....MuIti-Regi on-. £249.95j 

Pi oneer BDPLX08........... „, ,£699.9! 

Pioneer BDPLX71. £579.95 

Pioneer BDPLX91. £1749.95 

Samsung BDP16D0. .....£139.95 

Sony BDPS5OO0ESB. .,..£989*95 

Sony BDP120........ 249.95 

Sony BDPS56Q. Multi-Region.... ...£249.95 

Sony BDPS360. £149.95 

Sony B D PS760... ...... £C A LL 

Sony BDHP22H. £144.95 

Sony DMRBS750—. .....................£609.95 

Sony D M RXS350. £439-95 


DVD RECORDERS 

LG RHT497H........... „ 199.95 

Panasonic DMRXS350. £CALL 

Pa nason ic D M R EZ 28.Hu Iti - Region. £174.99 

Panasonic DMREX98.25QGB Multi-Region £379.95 
Panasonic DMREX769.1G0GB Multi-Region.. £239.99 
Panasonic DMREX79-250GB Multi-Region £249.95 

Pioneer DVRLXG1D.25QGB. £409.95 

5amsung DVOSH893..MuEti-RegEon.. £164.95 

Sony RDRHXD1095B.500GB Multi-Region £349.95 
Toshiba RD99DT.......Multi-Reginn..........£214.9S 

DVD El BLU-RAY HOME CINEMA SYSTEMS 

Panasonic SCPT870.. £319.95 

P a nason ic SCPTS 7 0...... Mu Iti -Reg Eon. .,.£289.99 

Pa nason ic SCPT470. mu Iti -Hog ion.... £ 19 9.95 

Pa naso n ic SCPT17 O...... Mu Eti-Reg Eon.... £ 14 9.99 

Panasonic SCBT20D.Blu-Ray. £CALL 

Panasonic SCBTX70.„.„Blu-Ray. £479.95 

Samsung HTBD7200.Blu-Ray...,,,.. -£CALL 

Samsung HTBD1220.Blu-Ray,,... £CALL 

Sony B D V E 300...Blu-Ray.. £ CALL 


Sony B DVZ7 B lu - Ra y .. £ CALL 



www.ffMdoms.ntt ft wmf.Joumal-plaza.ntt 
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REVIEWS 89 


THE CONTENDERS 



0=0 KEF KHT2005.3 K1 

£700 Approx 

The latest batch of KEF’s ever-papular 'egg 5 
speakers have instant appeal 



0E> MONITOR AUDIO 

VECTOR AV 

£650 Approx 

Handsome cabinets sporting MA's signature 
alloy tweeters make up the new Vector system 


CSZfcTANNOY 

MERCURY ECUSTOM/TS801 

£800 Approx 

Tannoy’s bad boys are the biggest of the bunch 
and a powerful sub promises potent bass 


CHZ>WHARFEDALE 
DIAMOND 10 HCP 

£650 Approx 

A classic bookshelf hi-fi speaker joined by 
a centre and subwoofer in a 5.1 package 


With slimline TVs fitted to the wall 
and Blu-ray players mere slithers of 
tech, the traditional floorstanding 
speaker is beginning to look a little 
incongruous and takes up valuable 
space. No surprise, then, that an 
avalanche of slinky sub/sat systems 
has all but buried it in the sub-£l,000 
stakes. These lifestyle solutions provide 
the same 5.1-channel action, but 
through smaller cabinets that rely 
more on the subwoofer to deliver the 
low frequencies. HCC has assembled 
a quartet of space-saving solutions 
from some of the world's leading audio 
brands to find out who has the ability 
to make small speakers sing... 
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90 GROUPTE5T SUB/SAT SYSTEMS 


T he four systems pitted against 
each other here solve the 
probLem of how to deLiver 
home cinema sound white retaining 
distinct design flair. Therefore, 
all of them rely on smaller satellite 
speakers to supply the five channels 
of surround sound, and a subwoofer 
to take care of the mid/low bass 
frequencies, as well as the dedicated 
,] LFE (Low Frequency Effects) 
channel delivered by soundtracks. 

Features 

In terms of features, there is little to 
separate our grouptest contenders. 

KEF probably pushes the sub/sat 
concept the furthest, with its 
KHT2005.3 K1 system. It s built 
around tiny satellites with overtly 
stylised cabinets that'll fit into any 
lounge (and can be swivelled on their 
bases for crude room equalisation). 
The Monitor Audio Vector, 
WharfedaLe Diamond 10 HCRand 
Tannoy Mercury F Custom arrays all 
use more conventional bookshelf 
designs to deliver the goods in 


a compact way; and all but the big 
Tannoy boxes have standard bracket 
fittings at the rear for mounting 
on the wail. 

The subwoofers in each case are 
intended to be pushed to the side 
of the room, or even behind the sofa. 
If your sub is set up correctly, you 
shouldn't be able to tell where it is 
- such is the non-directional nature 
of really Low-frequency sound waves. 
Each of the four subwoofers has a 
variable crossover point, volume and 
auto power up. The WharfedaLe 
woofer is notable for using a lOin 
driver - the other three all pack an 


FEATURES 

Round-up: There’s never going to be 
much variation feature-wise in 
affordable 5.1 sub/sat systems. 
The Tannoy set annoys due its lack 
of wall-brackets, but makes up for it 
with its tweakable subwoofer 

Monitor Audio Vector OQ0OQ 

WharfedaLe Diamond 10 HOP; ooooo 
KEF KHT2005.3 K1: OOOOO 
Tannoy Mercury FCCustom: 06000 


8in version. The Tannoy is a curious 
beast, with atop-mounted LCD 
display aLLowing for advanced 
equalisation controls, and an IR 
sensor for remote control. Yet Tannoy 
doesn't offer a dedicated remote 
- you'll need to supply a Learning one 
of your own. 

Design 

Obviously, the aesthetics of these 
systems are very important. They are 
marketed as LifestyLe solutions, and 
each has a definitive style. However, 
the build quality across the board is 
reassuringly high. 

Most impressive in the fashion 
stakes are the KEF eggs, with their 
sculpted oval cabinets harbouring 
a single drive unit. This is a mid-bass 
driver with an independent tweeter 
at the centre, and it’s the secret of 
KEF's success in the sub/sat field. 
Dubbed a Uni-Q array, it’s able to 
deliver the full frequency range from 
a single point source, which gives you 
a very cohesive sound even from 
a smaLl speaker Like this. 


KEF KHT2005.3 K1 -*£700 Approx -» www.kef.com/gb 





In brief 

KEF makes massive floorstanding 
home cinema speakers, but its 
distinctive eggs, as they’re 
affectionately known, were the 
originaL smalLscaLe style solution and 
paved the way for a myriad of 
curiousLy-shaped compact cabinets. 


This is the Latest and most 
affordable incarnation of the eggs in 
KEF’s current range. The secret to 
their success has been KEF's 
concentric driver array, which pLaces 
the tweeter inside the mid-bass 
driver and therefore allows for a 
much smalLercabinet. MeanwhiLe, 


the ridged alloy shell - with it’s 
absence of parallel walls - reduces 
interference form vibration or internal 
standing waves. 

The fact that they Look as round 
and appealing as a handful of 
Smarties obviousLy hasn’t harmed 
saLes either. 


EggceOent: 

KEF's black, 
curved 
satellites are 
very living 
room-friendly 


HOME CINEMA CHOICE JANUARY 2010 


www.frmthwns.net St Yfww.JoumQl-pUxzQ net 






91 


Monitor Audio always sends 
its speakers off In a smart finish 
and in this case the Vector's 
attractive, curved cabinets and 
beautifully tactile rubber finish all 
proved a big hit in my house. The 
curve in the enclosure limits the build 
up of unwanted internal standing 
waves, while the glossy black baffle 
is designed to match your ftatscreen 
TV - assuming that it's black, of 
course. A seamless construction has 
been achieved by fixing the driver 
assembLy to the rear of the speaker 
and avoiding the need for any visible 


DESIGN 

Round-up: The KEF and Monitor Audio 
sets probably have the highest Wife 
Acceptance Factor (WAF) here - 
and that is often a key point of a sub/ 
sat system. The Tannoy cabinets are 
boxierand Lack finesse, BuiLd quaLity 
throughout our grouptest is exceLLent 

Monitor Audio Vector: OGOOQ 
WharfedaLe Diamond 10 NCR: ooooo 
KEFKHT2005.3K1: OQQOQ 
Tannoy Mercury FC Custom; 00600 


bolts or screws. This also gives a rigid 
cabinet that should be less affected 
by vibration. 

The more conventional-looking 
Wharfedale and Tannoy speakers 
are simply MDF cabinets with 
two-way driver assemblies, but 
both seem well glued together. 

The Wharfedale’s attention-grabbing 
steeL rims Look like a throwback to 
the brand's Lairy in-car gear but you 
have to admire the engineering and 
fabric griLLs. 

The Larger Tannoy cabinets do 
Look a Little clumsy in this company 
and the wood-effect vinyL is Less 
convincing than Wharfedale’s, at 
Least in the pale applewood sample 
I ended up with - a darker oak option 
is available. Still, they too are well 
made and their Larger enclosure 
volume shouLd make it possible to 
generate a warmer, bassier sound 
than their smaller rivaLa 

Performance 

All these systems are from 
manufacturers with proven track 


records, and, unsurprisingly, each 
one manages to deLiver convincing 
and cohesive surround sound in a 
small room. 

The KEF package offers the most 
flexibility when it comes to 
installation. Sporting the smallest 
satellites, it’ll suit pretty much all 
rooms and TVs, and the supplied 
stands alLow some movement and 
will even screw to the wail. The 
smooth tone wiLL have wide appeaL, 
too. SmaLl speakers often suffer from 
a splashy treble, but the KHTs metal 
dome tweeters have a softer edge, 
yet still capable of picking out very 
fine detail. Combined with an equalLy 
descriptive mid-band, it's an 
engaging sound that doesn’t jar 
at high volumes. 

Quantum of Solace, Bond’s 
Last outing, is still my Blu-ray test disc 
of choice thanks to its immaculate 
DT5-HD Master Audio soundtrack. 

It has moments of pure bombastic 
audio hooliganism, yet delivers 
subtle, well-placed sonicstoo. 

It certainLy shows off the KEF’s 


MONITOR AUDIO VECTOR AV->£650 Approx-►www.monitoraudio.co.uk 



In brief 

These chunky boxes may come with 
an entry-leveL price tag but they 
major on looks and build quality. 

The V10 and V20 speakers have 
curves in all the right places, plus 
glossy black bezels to complement 
your television and a curiously tactile 
rubber finish that’ll make your friends 
want to stroke 'em. They also use 
Monitor Audio s distinctive gold 
C-CAM tweeters behind their fixed 
metaLgrilLes. 

You couLd mount these cabinets 
on your wall using standard wall- 
brackets (not included), but with 
their ports at the back, they like just 
a little room behind them to breathe. 

They’re a tad larger than Monitor 
Audio’s tiny Radius speakers, but still 
compact by most standards, and it's 
worth noting that the dinky Vector 
subwoofer is the smalLest LFE- 
pusheron test in our group. 


Don't be fooled: Although the 
centre speaker has two baffles 
either side of the mid-range, 
only one of them hides a tweeter 


JANUARY 2010 HOME CINEMA CHOICE 


wwiv.: ft www.Joumal-p laza net 





92 GROUPTE5T ► SUB/SAT SYSTEMS 


attributes perfectly. The satellites 
and identical centre speaker are 
all accurate enough to deliver clear 
dialogue and leap between the 
quiet office scenes and edgy action 
sequences without straining their 
compact cabinets. Crucially, though, 
the opening chapter, which sees 
007 roaring away from assorted bad 
guys in his de rigueur Aston Martin 
DBS, actually had me reaching to 
turn the volume up and not down. 
This is a particularly noisy scene, 
with barrages of machine gunfire, 
smashing glass and scraping metal, 
and on a poor sound system it 
can be pretty uncomfortable 
to listen to at a decent volume 
To its credit, the KEFs smoother 
presentation takes the edge off the 
treble, but still retains all the impact 
and excitement. 

However, with the treble 
smoothed out, the KEFs high-end 
detail talents take a bit of a battering, 
and when it comes to the Jack Black 
and Alicia Keys theme tune, I wanted 
a little more edge to the guitar and 


slightly more scale to the orchestral 
pieces. It's hard not to like the 
easy-going nature of the KEF KHT 
set but a little more punch in the 
bass and bite in the treble wouldn't 
go amiss. 

Monitor Audio's Vector speakers 
use the brand's distinctive gold 
C-CAM tweeters to find even more 
top-end detail. Although they 
sound brittle from the box, they 
soon mellow and give a slightly 
more revealing upper-end than 
the KEFs, whiLe finding an equally 
open mid-band and reassuringly 
deep bass. In short, this system 
delivers across the frequency 
range and has a more exciting 
sound as a result. 

The raucous Bond car chase 
through the echoing tunnel sounds 
edgier, but it is meant to jangle your 
nerves to some extent and the 

Vector array gives Bond’s 
supercar a real snarl that 
makes the sequence even 
more visceral. The cute Monitor 
Audio subwoofer looks harmless and 


it doesn’t summon quite as much 
deep bass as, particularly, the 
Wharfedale offering, but it’s punchy 
and dynamic and if you turn it up 
a notch, it keeps good time with 
its satellite siblings; the overall 
soundstage knits together slightly 
more successfully than any of the 
other packages. 

Monitor Audio's system is a hit 
musically, too. There’s more reverb 
in the guitar and bounce to the QoS 
intro track than the others, and 
just the right amount of splash 
in the cymbals. 

With their size advantage, the 
Tannoy Mercurys definitely make 
an impressive 5.1 surround system, 
especially since Tannoy upgraded 
the rear speakers from its FR to FI 
models to match the front pair 
- but for the same package price. 
You don't need a particularly huge 
amp to make these boxes deLiver 
a big sound either. 

The 5in paper cone woofers reach 
lower than the smaller speakers 
of Tannoy’s rivals can manage, giving 


TANNOY MERCURY F CUSTOM/TS801 ->£800 Approx -► www.tannoy.com 





A 

\/ 


In brief 

As the biggest boys in this roundup 
of compact systems, Tannoy's boxy 
Mercury speakers aren't the easiest 
to accommodate, but if you can 
fit them around yourfLatscreen, 
they have an inherent sonic 
advantage, as it's easier to muster 
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a beefier sound from a larger 
enclosure. 

The cabinets themselves seem 
to have a reasonably robust MDF 
construction and what they lack 
in style, they at Least make up for in 
dynamic range. Being abLe to reach 
lower frequencies than the other 


system's smaller speakers means 
they rely less on the subwoofer, 
which is a very compact forward¬ 
firing affair The centre channel is 
catered for by a dedicated design 
with two 4in mid-range drivers. 

ALL in all, it's a more traditional 
soLution capable of good results. 


Chunky: 

Tannoy's 
Mercury 
system is quite 
large for a 
small-room 
sub/sat array 
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PDX-50 SRP £199.95 



Audio |1 iPod 

A#rWi red 


D 

Made for 

i 

iPod 


Works with 

iPhone 



WHAT HI FI? 

■ OUNO AND Vision 

AWARDS 3009 


DIGITAL MEDIA PLATERS 
A ACCESSORIES 

BrSTDOCK BfSTTM EtW ■ OW 



Set Your iPod Free! 

Yamaha's amazing new PDX-50 delivers Yamaha Concert Quality Sound with solid bass and brilliant treble, 

instantly and wirelessly from your iPod. 
And because there are no delays, you can enjoy videos and games with perfect synchronisation. 

To find out mor^ visit dta.yamaba-europe.com. 


Easy to Use 

Speaker unit can be placed anywhere in 
the room and your iPod either hand¬ 
held or placed in the convenient 
charging cradle. 


Concert Quality Sound 

Yamaha has been making professional 
musical instruments for over a century. 
We know about sound quality and settle 
for nothing less than perfection! 


Remote Control by iPod 

With no pairing needed, your iPod gives 
you instant remote control over sound 
levels and ECL 


Also available in black, blue and pink and PDX-30 docking version SRP £129.as 

by Mu$ic 

iPod is a trademark of Apple, Inc., registered in the US, a nd other countries. 



O YAMAHA 


DESKTOP AUDIO 
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SEVENOAKS 


Enjoy your movies more with 


DMP-BD6Q 




CLAIM 7 GIFT COPY 
BLU-RAY MOVIES 

WITH PANASONIC BLU-RAY PRODUCTS* 




LiurtiaMynu, 



*Selected models only, 

please see www.panasonic.co.uk/blurayoffer for terms and conditions. 


Enjoy your movies more 
with Panasonic Blu-ray 

Panasonic's multi award-winning Blu-ray disc players: DMP-BD60 and DMP- 
BD8(f can both handle the enhanced interactivity of Profile 2,0 discs and feature 
Panasonic's Viera Cast function allowing you to access YouTube™ Picasa™ and other 
Internet sites from the special VIERA CAST screen. An SD Memory Card Slot and 
USB Terminal allow Multi Content Playback such as motion images recorded with 
an HD camcorder in AVCHD format*, and JPEG images taken with a digital still 
camera while Panasonic's signal processing ensures colours are faithful and sharp. 


WHAT VIDEO 


4 HI-DEFTV 



DMP-BDtiO 05/09 



DMP-BMO 00/09 


DMP-BDBO 07/09 DMP-BD&O 07/09 DMP-BDBD 



’ AVCHD-formaton USB devi ces can not he played back 


Panasonic 


SEVENOAKS SOUND & VISION 

With 37 years' experience, nobody knows more about getting the 
most from musk and movies. Sevenoakscan help you choose 
individual components or design and install a complete system 
from scratch. When you arrange a demonstration at your local store, 
Sevenoaks'experts will give you the time you need to evaluate the 
various options to help find a solution that is perfect for you. 

^Soime product* are not available in all store* or via mall order. Please call before 
travelling or visit www.ssav.cotn to check. Advert valid until 10/12/2009. E&OE 


NATIONWIDE STOftES* 

Aberdeen 01224252797 
Bedford 01234 272779 
Brighton Hove 01273 73333$ 
Bristol 0117 974 3727 
Bromley 020 82901988 
Cambridge 01223 304770 
Chelsea 02073529406 
Cheltenham 01242 241171 
Epsom 01372 720720 
Exeter 01392 218895 


Glasgow 0141 3329655 
Guildford 01483 536666 
Hoi born 020 78377540 
Kingston 020 8547 0717 
Leeds Wetherby 0193 7 586886 
Lincoln 01522 527397 
Loughton 020 8532 0770 
Maidstone 01622 686366 
Manchester 0161 831 7969 
Norwich 01603767605 
Nottingham 0115 911 2121 
Oxford 01865 241773 


Plymouth 01752 226011 
Poole 01202 671677 
Reading 0118 959 776$ 

Seven oa ks 01732 459555 
Sheffield 0114 255 5861 
Southampton 023 8033 7770 
Swindon 01793 610992 
Tunbridge Wells 01892 531543 
Watford 01923 213533 
Witham Essex 01376 501733 
Yeovil 01935 700073 
Ireland Dublin 01 27511O0 


SEVENOa<S <$) WWW.SSAV.COM 

sound & vision the experts in home entertainment 
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Final standings 



T hese sexy sub/sat systems prove that 
you don’t have to surround yourself 
with floorstanders to experience real 
home cinema sonics, Despite their compact 
nature, none miss any of the action and they 
won't took out of place in a smart Living 
room. Separating them is no easy task. 

If you have the space for it, the Tannoy 
system rewards with copious bass and 
an exciting top end, but it Lacks finesse 
in the midrange and sounds bright in the 
wrong home cinema setup, 

The KEF solution is the simplest to 
accommodate and the easiest on the eye. 
so it’s no surprise they’ve been as successful 
as they have. The easy-going, sweet sound 
is deLightful. but KEFsentry-Level eggs 
aren't the most expressive and they've 
just been pipped on performance this time. 


The Wharfedale Diamond 10s have 
enough deep bass for a large room and reaL 
scale and treble detail. They’re also the 
most musical of the bunch, but some might 
find them not quite visceraL enough. 

It’s therefore the Monitor Audio speakers 


that emerge triumphant. The wall- 
mountable design is easy to fit around 
your TV, their rugged buiLd quaLity is superb 
and above all, the sound quaLity with 
hi-res film soundtracks is thriLling. 

Well worth auditioning 



HCC VERDICT 


HCC VERDICT 


HCC VERDICT 


HCC VERDICT 


Monitor Audio Vector 
£650 Approx 

Price check' www.tethradarxom/reviews 


Wharfedale Diamond 10 HCP 
£650 Approx 

Price check: VAVw.techradELrxom/reviews 


KEFKHT2Q05.3 K1 
£700 Approx 

Price check: www.techradar.com/reviews 


Tannoy Mercury FC Custom 
£800 Approx 

Price check: www.techradar.com/reviews 


Highs: Appealing design; sweet 
trebLe, good scale/separation 
Lows: Could sound too bright 
with the wrong amp 

Performance: 06000 
Design: 06000 
Features: 06000 

Overall: QOOOO 


Highs: Powerful subwoofer: 
exciting treble; highly musicaL 
Lows: A LittLe bright at high 
volume; conventional design 

Performance: 06000 
Design: 06000 
Features; 06000 

Overall: OOOO0 


Highs: Compact cabinets; 
distinctive styling; smooth sound 
Lows: Lacks some scaLe and 
excitement; Limited bass 

Performance: ©©©00 
Design: 06000 
Features: ©©©©© 

Overall: OQOO© 


Highs: Impressive scale; warm 
tone; powerful bass 
Lows: Brittle trebLe; no walL- 
mounting option, staid design 

Performance: 06000 
Design: 06000 
Features: 06000 

Overall: 0660© 


-* Specifications 

V10/V20 (satellites) 

Drive units: 4in MMP i! bass driver. 

lin gold C-CAM tweeter 
Frequency response: 65Hz-30kHz 
Sensitivity: 85dB 
Power handling: 8 0 W 
Dimensions: 235(h) x 145(w) x 
170(d) mm 
Weight: 2.17kg 

Vector (subwoofer) 

Drive unit: Bin long-throw woofer 
Frequency response: 4GHz-150Flz 
Onboard power: 100W 
Dimensions: 320(h) x 280 (w) x 
180(d)mm 
Weight; 10.8kg 


Specifications 

Diamond 10.1 (front/rear) 

Drive units: 5in Kevlar mid/bass; 

lin dome tweeter 
Frequency response: 48Hz-24kFlz 
Sensitivity: 86 dB 
Power hand Li ng: 20-100W 
Dimensions: 236(h) x 145(w) x 
165(d)mm Weight: 5.2kg each 

Diamond W.CC (centre) 

Drive units: 2 x 4in Kevlar mid/ 
bass; lin dome tweeter 
Frequency response: 75 Hz-24 kHz 
Sensitivity: 88d8 
Power handling:: 15-120W 
Dimensions: 236 (h) x 145 (w) x 
165 (d) mm Weight: 3.5kg 

Diamond 10.MX-SUB 
(subwoofer) 

Drive unit: 10in Kevlar 
Onboard power: 1 SOW 
Frequency response: 35Hz-110Hz 
Dimensions: 330(h) x 330(w) x 
37Q(d)mm Weight: 17.8kg 


Specifications 

KHT20053 (satellites) 

Drive units: 4in Uni-Q array; G.7in 
aluminium tweeter 
Frequency response: 80Hz-27kHz 
Sensitivity: B8dB 
Power handling: 100 W 
Dimensions: 228(h) xl3Q(w) x 
150(d) mm 
Weight: 2.0 kg 

KUBE-1 (subwoofer) 

Drive unit: Bin Long-throw woofer 
Frequency response: 38Hz-15GHz 
Onboard power: 20 OW 
Dimensions: 295(h) x295(w) 
x 295(d) mm 
Weight: 9.6kg 


-¥ Specifications 

Mercury FI Custom (satellites) 

Drive units: Sin multi-fibre cone; 
l in Nltro-Urethane dome 
tweeter 

Frequency response: 55Hz-30kHz 
Sensitivity: 88dB 
Power handling: 100 W 
Dimensions: 300(h) x 170(w) 
x 220(d)mm Weight: 4.0kg 

Mercury FI Custom (centre) 

Drive units: 2 x 4in mid-bass; lin 
tweeter 

Frequency response: 38Hz-2GkHz 
Sensitivity: 90dB 
Power handling: 140 W 
Dimensions: 150(h) x 430 (w) x 
170(d)mm Weight: 5.3kg 

TS801 (subwoofer) 

Drive unit: Bin long-throw woofer 
Frequency response: 40Hz-150Hz 
Onboard power: 200W 
Dimensions: 300(h) x 300(h) x 
280(d)mm Weight: 9.8kg 
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WANT TO SEE THE 
BIGGER PICTURE? 



A projector is at the heart of any real home cinema 
but which one is right for you? 

Electric Interiors are specialists in designing and optimising projection systems. Our demonstration 
facilities allow you to compare DLP, DiLA and LCD technologies, perfectly calibrated by expert staff, 
so you can make an informed decision on what to buy 

You'll be amazed at how affordable high definition projectors have become! 


Make 

Model 

Contrast 

ARP 


Runco 

VX22i 

3,100:1 

£41,495 

"0 r 

S!m2 

C3X1080 

10,000:1 

£22,995 

JVC 

HD750 

50,000:1 

£5,000 


Epson 

TW5800 

75,000:1 

£3,500 

Espon TW5800 3 LCD 1080 


Choosing the right products Is only part of what makes a good picture. Professional calibration is 
essential to ensure that what you see at home is exactly what the director intended. Let us show you 
the difference that the industry's most expert calibration service provides. 

To find out more and to book a private viewing contact 
Electric Interiors on 08455 200 100 


E=i ELECTRICinteriors 


IHX 

CERTirlCDPRQfESSlONAL 
ON STAFF 



I low? ,'WutHi 
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98 YAMAHA GIVEAWAY 



TEXT 
NOW! 

FOR YOUR 
CHANCE 
TO WIN 


Competition 

WIN an all-in-one Yamaha home theatre system 


Y amaha, one of the leading soundbar manufacturers, 
has taken home theatre simplicity to a new Level with 
its plush YSR-1000, 

This innovative home entertainment stand incorporates a 
soundbar with 18 separate speaker drivers, which uses Yamaha’s 
IntelliBeam processing to create virtual surround sound without 
requiring speakers placed around the room. ALso built into the 
sty Li s h gLoss back and aluminium stand is a dedicated subwoofer 
to provide room-shaking bass. Connecting the Y5R-100Q is easy 
-just hook up your TV and set-top box/Blu-ray pLayer via HDMI 
and you’re up and running. 

Thanks to Yamaha, you have a chance of winning a YSR- 
1000, worth around £900. Answer the following question, and 
the first correct entry drawn after the closing date will soon be 
enjoying a whole new Level of home cinema entertainment. 


What was name of the bar in the TV sitcom Cheers? 

A: The Slaughtered Lamb 
B: Rick’s Place 
C: Cheers 
D: Bottoms Up! 

Now text HCCYAM, space and your answer 

A, B, C, D (ie. HCCYAM A if you think 

The Slaughtered Lamb is correct) foLlowed by your name 

and address to 87474 for a chance to win. Texts cost 50p 

plus your standard network tariff. The dosing date for entries 

is 31/12/09. 

To enter for free, visit 

www.futurecomps.co.uk/hccyamaha 


The small print: By taking part in a Competition, you agree to be bound by the Competition RuLes which are summarised below but can be viewed in full at 
www.futureTCS.com. Late or incomplete entries will be disqualified. Proof of posting (if relevant) shall not be deemed proof of delivery. Entries must be submitted by an 
individual (not via any agency or similar) and, unless otherwise stated, are limited to one per household. The Company reserves the right in its sole discretion to substitute any 
prize with cash or a prize of comparable value. Unless otherwise stated, the Competition is open to all GO residents of IS years and over, except employees of Future Publishing 
and any party Involved in the competition or their households. By entering a Competition you give permission to use your name, likeness and personal information In 
connection with the Competition and for promotional purposes. All entries will become the property of the Company upon receipt and will not be returned. You warrant that 
the Competition entry is entirely your own work and not copied or adapted from any other source. If you are a winner, you may have to provide additional information. Details of 
winners will be available on request within three months of the closing date, if you are a winner, receipt by you of any prize is conditional upon you complying with (amongst 
other things) the Competition Rules. You acknowledge and agree that neither the Company nor any associated third parties shall have any liability to you in connection with 
your use and/or possession of your prize. 
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B For 5 Star & Best Buy products 

—s = can our Sales hotline 

_H i Fi BitZco. ■ 01204 797 725 

or visit www.HiFiBitZ.co.uk 



R^^eliver^^^^inanc^^^^OOso^rands^ExpertAdvic^ 


EiiiBitZ Brands 


With over 130 brands we offer 5 Star rated and recommended 
BestBuy products. Few can match our experience, range and stockholding. 

Free delivery, excellent after-sales support, BitZ dub reward scheme and 
tempting finance options ensure you will come back for more. 


7even Systems 

Easymount 

Leema Acoustics 

Proficient Audio 

Sony 

Acoustic Energy 

Epos 

LG 

Pro-ject 

Soundcast 

AKG 

Epson 

Logitech 

Projecta 

Soundstyle 

Alphason 

eton 

Magic Box 

PSB 

Speakercraft 

AM 

Exposure 

Marantz 

Pure Digital 

Spectral 

Anthony Gallo 

Fatman 

Mission 

PYLE 

Supra 

Atacama 

Freeplay 

MJ Acoustics 

Q Acoustics 

System Bundle 

Ateca 

Goldring 

Monitor Audio 

QED 

Tangent 

Aton 

Grade 

Monster 

Quad 

Tannoy 

Audica 

Griffin 

Mordaunt Short 

Rako 

TEAC 

Audio Pro 

Harman Kardon 

Musical Fidelity 

Roberts 

Tech Link 

Audiolab 

iLuv 

NAD 

Roksan 

Technics 

audio-tecbnica 

Imerge 

Nakamichi 

Roku 

TerraTec 

BDI 

Infinity 

Niles 

Roth 

Tivoli 

Beamax 

InFocus 

Nordost 

Samsung 

TOSHIBA 

Beyerdynamic 

Ion 

Omnimount 

San us 

Triskom 

Black Rhodium 

IsoTek Systems 

Onkyo 

Scandyna 

True Colours 

Bose 

IXOS 

Optimum 

Sennheiser 

van den Hut 

Boston Acoustics 

Jamo 

Opus 

Share 

Velodyne 

Case Logic 

JBL 

Ortofon 

Silvermann 

Vita Audio 

Castle 

Jmiab 

Panasonic 

Skull Candy 

Vogels 

Cinemax 

just-racks 

Partington 

SlouchPod 

Waterfall 

Creek 

JVC 

Philips 

Sona by Alphason 

Wharfedale 

CyberDyne 

KEF 

Pioneer 

Sonance 

Yamaha 

Dali 

Kicker 

Polk Audio 

Sonoro 


Denon 

La-Z-boy 

Primare 

So nos 

And many more 






BITZ i FREE 

POINTS : DELIVERY 



0% 

FINANCE* 


100’s 

OF BRANDS 



ADVICE 


0% Finance available on all online orders over £350 


ilinns All offers, prices and stock are- subject tt 
order wifhbi seven wording days. This must be 
oein their original box and packaging andretui 


■ailability and charge. All goods remain 1he property of HiFi Bi! 
ne n the farm af a letter, lax or email, a telephone call does no 
d through your own cowter. We expect such goods to be beam 



until paid in full, In line with the Distance setting r 
constitute cancellation. AH goods accepted for re 
new with all accessories in pristine ccm&tion. Get 


2 ^ v/sasc j m 
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FREE 

DELIVERY 


BUY NOW: 

PAY I 
2010 | 


EXPERT 

ADVICE 


100s 

OF 

BRANDS 




digital El 


Homi 


Toshiba 42ZV635DB 

42" 200Hz 1080P Full HD Freeview LCD TV 

* 100,000:1 Dynamic Contrast Ratio 

* 4 HDM1 Inputs 

* Resolution* Technology 
-ACTIVE VISION M200HD 
- 200Hz Picture Processing 


BUY NOW! rnrr 

PAY I FREE 

2010 1 DEL,VERY 



OFFERING EXCLUSIVE SAVINGS 

ON 1000’S OF BRANDED PRODUCTS 


freesat 


Panasonic TX-P42V10B 

42” 1080P Full HD 600Hz Viera 
Plasma TV 

* 1920 x 1080 resolution / 600Hz Image Processing digitally! 

* THX Certified Display 

* 4 HDM1 Inputs 

* Integrated Freesat HD 


LATEST DEALS AND PRICES ONLINE 


WWW.SOUNDANDVISION.GO.UK OR CALL HOTLINE 0844 844 7520 







Philips 37PFL5604 

37” 108QP Full HD LCD TV 

BUYNOW 

PAY 

2010 


digital Ej 


Homi 



E 

E 

| DELI1 

m 

RY 


* 50,000:1 Dynamic Contrast Ratio 
*3 HDMI Inputs 

•USB Connection 

• Invisible Speakers 


LATEST DEALS & 
PRICES ONLINE 


1 SALES HOTLINE 0W 844 7520 


FRE£ DELIVERY - 0% FINANCE - EXPERT ADVICE - 100S OF BRANDS 



• 150,000:1 Dynamic Contrast Ratio 

• 4 HDMI Inputs 

• Bluetooth & USB Connectivity 

• TruMotion 2Q0Hz picture processing 


LATEST DEALS & 
PRICES ONLINE 


I SALES HQTUNE 0844 844 7520 


1080p Output via HDMI 
Up-scales Standard DVDs 
24p True Cinema Playback 
Full HD Audio Decoding 


LATEST DEALS & 
PRICES ONLINE 


wwvtf+so undand vision ,co .uk 


sound & VISION 

44-46 HIGHER 
MARKET STREET 
FARNWORTH 
BOLTON BL4 9BB 



www® i ?iis*n8t St www*ioun 


















































































SOUND&VISION 

www.soundandvision.co.uk 

CALL OUR HOTLINE 0844 844 7520 



1920 x 1080 Resolution 
Resol ution+ Technology 
4 HOME Inputs 

50,000:1 Dynamic Contrast Ratio 


LATEST DEALS & 
PRICES ONLINE 


I SALES HOTLINE 0844 844 7580 



digital I7l 



Panasonic TX-P50S10B 

50” Full HD Viera Plasma TV 

- 1920 x 1080 Resolution / 24FPS 

* 2,000,000:1 Dynamic Contrast Ratio 

* 40GHz Intelligent Frame Creation 

- 3 HDMI Inputs 


BUY NOW 

PAY 

2010 


LATEST DEALS & 
PRICES ONLINE 



E 

E 
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FREE DELIVERY - 0% FINANCE - EXPERT ADVICE - 100S OF BRANDS 



digital [Vl 


Toshiba 22DV615DB 

22” HD Ready LCD TV with Integrated DVD Player 

• 720P /1080i Resolution 
- 1 HDMI Input 

• PC input 

• Built in Freeview 



LATEST DEALS & 
PRICES ONLINE 

B&BBB 




JVC TH-G60 

5.1 DVD Home Cinema System 


J 


1080p Upscaling Via HDMI 
1000W High Power Output 
USB Connection 
Multiple HD Audio Decoders 



LATEST DEALS & 
PRICES ONLINE 


] SALES HOTLINE 0844 344 7' 


Panasonic 

DMR-BS750-K 



Ofu fityt Oi*£ 


Bfu-ray Disc Recorder 
with 250GB Hard Disc Drive 



* HD Recording & Playback 

* Twin Freesat HD Satellite Tuner 

* Twin XD Engine 
*3 HDMI inputs 



Panasonic dmp-bd 60 eb 

Blu-Ray Disc Player 



HDIT1I 

♦ USB Connection for DivX, 
Jpeg and Mp3 

* BD Live Functions 



Toshiba SD-390 

DVD Player with DVD Up-Scaling 


Homt 

DTS®Compatible nilfjo 
USB Connection \ 

MP3 / Divx Playback 
1 HDMI Output 



BBflBlflli n 




Yamaha RX-V765 

7-Channel Powerful 
Surround AV Receiver 



* 1080p-compatible HDMI (4 in/1 out) 

* Multiple HD Audio Format Decoders 

* Versatile Zone Control 

* On-screen display ] fM I' M11 M K 


Homi 



DELIVERY 


SOUND & VISION 

44-46 HIGHER 
MARKET STREET 
FAR N WORTH 
BOLTON BL4 9BB 


OPENING TIMES: 
MON - WED 9AM - 6PM 
THURS 9AM - 8PM 
FRI - SAT 9AM - 6PM 
SUN - 10AM -4PM 



SALES 

HOTLINE 

0844 844 7520 
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SOUND&VISION 

www.soundandvision.co.uk 

CALL OUR HOTLINE 0844 844 7520 


BUY NOW 

PAY 

2010 


DELIVERY 


LG 60PS7000 

60" 1080P Full HD Plasma TV 
With Built in Bluetooth 

« 2,000,000:1 Dynamic Contrast Ratio 

• 4 HDMI Inputs 

• USB & Bluetooth Connectivity 

• Dual XD Engine 


digitally! 


Freevlew 




HD 


IftlOp | 


HDmi 


LATEST DEALS & PRICES ONLINE 


WWW.SQUNDANDVlSION.QO.UK OR CALL HOTLINE 0844 844 7520 


] 


FREE DELIVERY - 0% FINANCE - EXPERT ADVICE - 100S OF BRANDS 


Panasonic SC-PT570 

5.1 DVD Home Cinema System 



lOSOp Up scaling Via HDMI 
Integrated Universal Dock For iPod 
New Smart setup guide 
Multiple Audio Decoders 


LATEST DEALS & 
PRICES ONLINE 


| www.soundandvision.co.uk 



digital^ 


ALSO i 

AVAILABLE IN ' 

42” 



Panasonic TX-P46G15 

46 1 ’ 1080p Full HD Plasma TV / Freesat HD 

* 1920 x 1080 Resolution / 24 FPS i 

* 600Hz Intelligent Frame Creation 

* Viera Cast & DLNA Home Networking 

* 4 HDMI Inputs 


freesat 


BUY NOW I rnrr 

PAY 1 FREE 

2010 I delivery 


LATEST DEALS & 
PRICES ONLINE 


| SALES HOTLINE 0844 844 7520 


ALSO 

available in 

42” 


ALSO: 

AVAILABLE IN: 

46” I 


digital El 




fieesat 


Panasonic TX-P50G10B 

50" 1Q80p Full HD Plasma TV 
with Freesat HD 

- 1920 x 1080 Resolution / 24 FPS 

* 600Hz Intelligent Frame Creation 

* In-Built Freesat HD 

* 3 HDMI Inputs 



BUY NOW 

PAY 

2010 


LATEST DEALS & 
PRICES ONLINE 


| SALES HOTLINE 0844 B44 7520 



Panasonic 

TX-L26X10B 

26" HD Ready Viera LCD TV 

- 720P /1080i Resolution 

• 3 HDMI Inputs 

* 24P Playback & Game Mode 

- V-Audio Surround 


digital (V) 


LATEST DEALS & 
PRICES ONLINE 


www.soundandvision.co.uk I 


sound & VISION 

44-46 HIGHER 
MARKET STREET 
FAR N WORTH 
BOLTON BL4 9BB 


OPENING TIMES: 
MON - WED 9AM - 6PM 
THURS 9AM - 8PM 
FRI - SAT 9AM - 6PM 
SUN -10AM-4PM 



SALES 

HOTLINE 

0844 844 7520 
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BUY NOW 

PAY 

2010 


EXPERT 

ADVICE 


100s 

OF 

BRANDS 



JVC TH-G30 

5.1 DVD Home Cinema System 

1080p Upscaling Via HDMI 
1Q00W High Power Output 

■ USB Connection 

■ Multiple HD Audio Decoders 


LATEST DEALS & 
PRICES ONLINE 


1 SALES HOTLINE 0844 844 7320 


FREE 

DELIVERY 


Alphason MD-1300 

High end stand for 
Plasma/LCD Screens 


* Ideal For Screens Up To 60 ' 

* Toughened Safety Glass Shelves 

* Top Shelf Loading Of 95kg 

* Ball Feet For Easy & Safe Movement 


LATEST DEALS & 
PRICES ONLINE 


OFFERING EXCLUSIVE SAVINGS 

ON 1000s OF BRANDED PRODUCTS 




Yamaha RX-V565 

7-Channel Surround AV Receiver 

• 1080p-compatible HDMI (4 in/1 out) 

• On-screen display 

- Multiple HD Audio Format Decoders 

• High Picture & Sound Quality 


Hornr 


FREE 

DELIVERY 


LATEST DEALS & 
PRICES ONLINE 


| www.soundandvisiun.co-i 



Alphason 

Aspect 
ASP900-B 

Minimalist Support For Plasma & LCD TVs 

* Universal Support 

* Highly Polished Glass 

* Flat Packed For Easy Assembly 

* High Quality Components 


LATEST DEALS & 
PRICES ONLINE 


SALES HOTLINE 0844 344 7520 


FREE DELIVER" - 0% FINANCE - EXPERT ADVIC - 100S OF BRANDS 


DENON 

DVD-1800-BLK 


Blu-Ray Disc Player 
With HDMI 



1080P/24p Output 


HD Bit stream Output Support 


Homi 


INSTORE ONLY 
PROMOTION 


CALL NOW 0B44 644 7520 | 


ABOUT US 

With over 15 years experience 
in the industry, we pride ourselves on 
providing a huge variety of the latest 
specialist branded products at very 
competitive prices. 


OUR SALES TEAM 

Our friendly sales team are always 
available to help, whether you want 
the latest deal or expert technical 
advice. Our aim is to provide the 
best service possible and ensure 
customer satisfaction. 


CREDIT & FINANCE 

We are pleased to be able to offer 
finance options on most of our 
products. Why not call now for 
further details or check online at 
www.soundandvtsion.co.uk 



For your convenience we accept: 


SALES 

1 

5 

All offers, prices and stock are subject to availability and change. All goods remain the property of Sound and Vision until paid in lull. 

We deliver only within mainland UK. Full terms and conditions of the sale are available at www.smjndandvision.co.uk/terms. The terms of sale 
do not affect your statutory rights. All calls are recorded for training purposes. Prices correct at time of print. Buy now pay 2010 available on 
all balances of £550 or over. *** Subject to availability 

HOTLINE 

0844 844 7520 

3 
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I’d like to subscribe to 
cinema and get a free One For All 
Universal Remote Control! 



OVERSEAS PRICING 


For overseas rates please go to www.myfavouritemagazines-Co.uk 


PERSONAL DETAILS 


Title 

Surname... 
Address 

Postcode 

Telephone 


Forename ... 


If ytxj'd like to receive emails and 5M5 from hcc and Future Publishing and its gfoup companies containing. news, 
specials offers and product and service Information, please include your emal and mobile no. below 


Email 

Mobile no. 


PAYMENT DETAILS 


I wou Id like to pay £11.88 per quarter by Direct Debit (UK only) AND get a free 
One For All Universal Remote Controtf“ 

Please comp late the Direct Debit form 


fD 

I >! H E r. T 
oebi t 


Originators Identification 
Number 

768195 





Future 


Instruction to your Bank or Buildi ng Society to pay Direct Debits 

To the Manager (Bank name) 

Address 

.....Postcode.... 

Name{s) of account holder(s) 


Branch sort code 


Bank/Building Sod 
account number 

Ref No (-Qfiic^ use only] 


etyp 


Signafure(s) 

□ate 


Please pay Future F^iblishirre Oiredt Debits from the account defaced an this Instruction subject fp-tha 
safeguards assured by the Direct Debit Guarantee. I understand that this instruction may remain with Future 
Publishing and If so, details will be passed electronically to my bark or building, society. 


POST YOUR ORDER 


RETURN THIS FORM FREEPOST TO: 

onb^a Subscriptions, Freepost 
RLSC-SXSE-SKKT, Unit 4, Tower 
House, Sovereign Park, Market 
Harborough, Leicestershire LEI6 9EF 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS You will receive 13 Issues per year. There are I □ D gifts to glue away. Please allow 2ft days 
for delivery of gift. In the unlikely event of stocks becoming exhausted, we reserve the right to substitute with 
items of a similar value or extend your subscription by one issue free of charge- This is a U K-only after and the Rift 
applies only to those paying via D'set Debit. Your subscription will start with the next available issue. Please tick 
here if you do NOT wish to receive relevant Information about products or services from Future Publishing or any 
of its group companies by posfT ortelephondT. Mini mum subscription term is 12 months. If at any ti me during the 
first 60 dtiys ypuare dissatisfied please notify us in writing and we will refund you for all unmailed issues. 


| OFFER CODE P045 | OFFER EN DS DECEMBER 31,2009 



t m*rgV 


5 *’CsMrSai'"*' 

caibo* 


About the Universal remote 

The Energy Saver remote control from One For All 
puts you in complete control of your viewi ng 
experience. Control up to four different AV devices 
and even switch off all of your AV standby functions 
with one touch of a button - doing so can save you 
over 90% of standby power consumption! 
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Subscribe today 

& get a free One For All 
Universal Remote Control! 


Get Home Cinema Choice for £11.88 per 
quarter! Pay by Direct Debit to take part 
in this great deal! 


Got the gifts already? 

Or want a different offer? Then head over to 
www.homecinemachoice.com/subscribe 



www*frMcfowns»/wt ft 


Order online at: 

www.myfavouritemagazines.co.uk/hcc/p045 

Call 0844 848 2852 
(quoting code 045) 

Lines open Monday-Friday 8am-9.30pm, 
Saturdays 8am-4pm 

Or post the form opposite 


Never miss an issue! 

60-day money back guarantee! 

Save 15% on shop price! 

All 13 issues delivered direct to your door! 
Get a free One For All Energy Saver Universal 
Remote Control worth £35! 


Simply insert the Power Plug into 
the wall socket and use a power strip to 
connect up to four devices, including your 
TV, DVD/Blu-ray and satellite/cable digibox. 


For further information visit: 
www.oneforall.com/energysaver 



The A600 simply outshines” 


“Experience films like the 

director intended ” 


“A towering display 

of filmic genius ” “ The best cinematic 

experience of the year ” 


“A tour deforce 

of cinematography'' “ Achromatic 

i masterpiece ” 



SAMSUNG PRESENTS 

THE HIGH PERFORMANCE, home theatre PROJECTOR 

with FULL HD 1080 resolution, STUDIO COLOUR reproduction and 
24 FRAME TRUE FILM mode, the SAMSUNG A600 delivers the most 



faithfully ACCURATE REPRESENTATION OF THE FILMMAKER'S 
INTENTION, so much so, that it will take your VIEWING BEYOND 
THE BOUNDARIES of IMAGINATION. 


samsung.com/uk/projectors 




IS fflPrecise Color 24^ 30000-1 ]&g J>}£ ioooxns/ Hojnnr 


www.ffMdoms.ntt ft wmr.Joumal-plaza.ntt 
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-^Software highlights transformers: revenge of the fallen More 

big-budget robot wars DISTRICT 13: ULTIMATUM Stuntastic sequel GONE WITH THE WIND A damn 
fine Blu-ray THE WIZARD OF OZ Technicolor has never looked this good! FIGHT CLUB The nihilistic 
‘90s classic is fighting fit in HD PUBLIC ENEMIES Johnny Depp does John Dillinger AND MUCH MORE! 





Star wars: The Clone Wars - The Complete Season 
One-* Alt-region BD-* Warner Home Video 


Can this animated series reignite 
our love affair with George Lucas’ 
sci-fi franchise? Turn to page 113 
to find out... m 


Ratings key 

Star Wars i 2 3 4 s 

Star Trek —— 

ZigRV Stardust ##### 

Freddie Starr ##### 

Stars In Their Eves —— 
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Artificial intelligence 

This film has plenty of guns, girls and explosions - but no soul 



HCC VERDICT 


Transformers: Revenge of the 
Fallen - 2-Disc Special Edition 
Paramount All-region BD (US 
Import) £22 Approx (www. 

movietyme.com) 
We say: Hard to fault on a pureLy 
technical basis, but the film is as 
soulless as its robot characters 

P i ctu re: 00006 
Sou nd: 00600 

Extras: O00O0 
Movie: Q00O0 


Overall:! 


HOME CINEMA CHOICE JANUARY 2010 


Transformers: Revenge of 

tne Fallen manages to undo all of the 

good work done by its enjoyabLe predecessor. 
Rushed into production to beat the 2008 writer’s 
strike, it's a bloated mess, devoid of any decent 
characterisation, emotional involvement or 
coherent storyline. And whiLe it delivers on sheer 
bot-tastic spectacle, there's also a worrying 
amount of misogyny and racial stereotyping 
for a flick mainly aimed at young J uns. 

Mark Craven on picture: This AVC 1080p 
encode is pure demo-fodder - packed 
with detail, intricate textures, superb 
blacks and rich colour reproduction. 

Check out the night-time chase 
through the streets of Shanghai 
(Chapter 1) to seethe image hold 
together under the toughest 
conditions, or Chapter 9’s daylight 
forest brawl where you can pick 
out every bit of CG detailing. 

Steve May on sound: The 
disappointments piLe high around 
Revenge of the Fallen. While the 
original's soundtrack delivered 
technical and creative highs, the 



sequeL’s staggers around like a noisy drunk. The 
most crushing blow is the score - or rather lack 
of one. The original Steve Jablonsky theme (with 
more than a nod to the work of Hans Zimmer) 
was key to the drama and pace of the first outing, 
but here it's used merely as an afterthought 
between Linkin Park tracks. ULtimateLy, 
it’s drowned out by a ceaseless tide of 
metallic SFX effects and lame 'toon 
dialogue. The DTS-HD MA 5,1 mix has its 
moments, But just trying to keep up with 
this sonic storm is a chore. 

Anton van Beek on extras: The onLy 
bit of Blu-ray exclusive content on 
Paramount’s two-disc set is an 
interactive L bot customisation feature, 
which is good for about, ooh, six 
seconds of your time. The chat track 
from director Michael Bay and writers 
Roberto Orci and Alex Kurtzman is far 
more worthwhile, and the Making of,. 
doc on Disc Two is invaluable. 
Overseen by legendary DVD Producer 
Charles de Lauzirika and running for 135 
minutes, it'UtelLyou everything you could ever 
want to know about the film's production. 


YMw.tnedoms.net St www. 
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Public Enemies; 
Special Edition 

Universal-* R2 DVD 

£20 Approx (HMV exclusive) 


H Depress!on-era bank 
robber John Di(linger 
is the focus of this 
Michael Mann crime 
flick and the result is 
another classic from a master of the 


genre. His now trademark mix of film 
and digital video breathes fresh life info 
a period of history already extensively 
covered by Hollywood cinema. The 
DVD's anamorphic2.40:1 is detailed, 
if prone to the occasional artefact, 
and the DD5.1 sonics are wonderfully 
aggressive. This HMV-exdusive 
two-disc set includes a director's 
commentary and five featurettes 
as extras, AvB 



Bruno 


Universal -+R2 DVD 
£20 Approx 



flamboyant Austrian 
fashionista Bruno taking centre stage. 
The format is identical, with Cohen's 


Sacha Baron Cohen 
tries to repeat the 
success of Borat, 
this time with his 


comedy creation participating in 
unscripted stunts with ceLebrities, 
politicians and members of the public, 
all tied together by a narrative about 
findingfameintheUS, 

Universal's anamorphic 178:1 
transfer faultlessly replicates the 
documentary-style visuals, but the 
DD5.1 audio is front-heavy. Extras 
include a commentary and an hour 
of d eleted/exten ded scenes. A vB 



The Hangover 

Warner Home Video-»R2 DVD 
£20 Approx 


Probably the 
Summer's biggest 
surprise in box office 
terms, Todd Phillips’ 
comedy about three 
groomsmen trying to find their 
about-to-be-wed chum after a wild Las 



Vegas stag do remains equally hilarious 
second time around. Like Bruno, the 5.1 
Dolby mix is rather front-heavy, but the 
anamorphic 235:1 image is bright and 
cinematic. Extras are a disappointing, 
consisting of just a 15-minute 
behind-the-scenes f eaturette, 
a short bit of improv and a gag reel. 
Unfortunately for DVD owners, all the 
best supplementary features have been 
saved for the Blu-ray release, AvB 



Ice Age 3: Dawn 
of the Dinosaurs 


20th Century Fox-►Region B BD 
£29 Approx 



Following the poor 
second outing, ice 
Ageireturnsthe 
franchise to its 
former glory with this 
fun tale of thE hairy heroes discovering 
a lost world where dinosaurs still rule. 


As with the previous movies, the BD 
is a real stunner, with gorgeous AVC 
1.78:1 visuals and aggressive DTS-HD 
M A 7.1 audio that'll be used as 
showroom material for the foreseeable 
future,Cracking extras include a chatty 
commentary from the animators, 
featurettes, Scrat shorts, an engrossing 
Storybook Mater feature, and DVD and 
Dig ita 1 Copies of th e f i Lm. A vB 





Pierre needed a hand 
getting his washing 
oil the line 


HCC VERDICT 

District 13: Ultimatum 
Momentum Region BBD 
£25 Approx 

We say: This entertaining action 
sequel delivers more 
of the same on a good-looking 
Blu-ray disc 

Picture: OOOOO 
Sound: 00600 
Extras: OOOOO 
Movie: OOOOO 

Overall:O0GO0 


JANUARY 2010 HOME CINEMA CHOICE 


bisque. There's no shortage of 
entertaining action set-pieces to stress 
your system, but it's worth noting that 
the French dialogue has a slightly 
reverberated live quality on some 
interior scenes, which I found 
a tad distracting. 

Anton van Beek ; The extra features 
on this BLu-ray platter are adequate, 
but nothing more. The 27-minute 
Making of... and 35-minute Production 
Diary are your ports of call for in-depth 
behind-the-scenes info, although there 
is some crossover between the two. 
The remaining goodies are a reel of 
nine deleted/extended scenes 
(including lengthier versions of two 
of the film’s biggest fights), a music 
video, teaser trailer and theatrical 
trailer. Somewhat annoyingLy, all 
of the bonus content is presented 
in 576p resolution. 


Jump to it! 


Luc Besson gives Hollywood 
a free-run for its money 


District 13: Ultimatum 

is yet another entertaining slice of Luc Besson- 
produced French action cinema - much like 
the 2004 original, in fact. This time around 
free-running idealist Leito (parkour Legend 
David Belle) and hard-hitting cop Damien 
(Cyril Raffaelli) use their skills for leaping 
around and hitting people to foil a corrupt 
government plan to demolish the D13 
ghetto - with everybody still inside. 

While it’s not the most original plot, 
the stunts and fights are spectacular. 

Rik Henderson: Momentum brings 
D13: U to Blu-ray with a crispLy- 
rendered, intricately detailed 
VC-12,35:1 encode that should have 
the film's fans jumping over walls 
and rooftops for joy. The palette isn’t 
what anyone would call natural 
often employing the bleached-out 
visual style that seems so popular 
in action movies these days, but 
colour fideLity and contrast Levels 
seem spot on. 

Steve May: Besson's high-octane 
parkour punch-up sports two 
DTS-HD MA 5.1 soundtracks-one in 
the original French, the other an English 
dub. Given the ludicrous voice casting in 
the dub, the former proves the wisest 
viewing choice, but the soundstage is 
fully used throughout on both iterations, 
with riffing beats, concussive explosions 
and automotive squeals mixed together 
to create a delicious, head ache-inducing, 
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War! What is it good for? 

Four-hour epic love stories, for starters 



gone,. 


Gone with the Wind: 70th 
Anniversary Collector's 
Edition • Warner Home Video 
All-Region BD £23 Approx 

We say An epic movie done true 
justice on Blu-ray 

Picture: 00000 

Sound: ooooo 
Extras: ooooo 
Movie: ooooo 

Overall:O00O@ 


HCC VERDICT 


Gone with the Wind is the 

ultimate Hollywood classic. Epic in length and 
scale, this 70-year-oLd adaptation of Margaret 
MitchelL's best-selling Civil War romance novel 
is a hymn to filmmaking excess and ambition. 
Thankfully, the spectacLe is never allowed to 
overwhelm the story, probably why it continues to 
be held in such high regard - and made more than 
$l,4billion at the box office (in today's money). 
Mark Craven: GWTW continues Warner's winning 
streak for restoring Hollywood classics for the 
hi-def age. Based on the 2004 Ultra Resolution 
restoration done for that year’s Collector’s Edition 
DVD release, the BD takes advantage 
of a brand-new 8K digital source 
that is bursting with detaiL and 
captures the robust colours of the 
three-strip Technicolor source 
material. Not every shot is perfect 
(as always, opticals such as titles 
and dissolves are excessively 
grainy), but this is easily the best 
this film has ever looked. 

Steve May: Much like The Wizard of Oz, reviewed 
opposite, the soundtrack for GWTW is a damage 
limitation exercise, albeit one that earns top 
marks. The original monophonic soundtrack 
is presented in 5.1 TrueHD, but is spread gently 
across the L/C/R, creating a predominantly stereo 
effect. It’s dynamically thin but surprisingly free 
of sibilance. The 5.1 mix brings more attention 
to itself during scenes like the shelling of Atlanta 
(Chapter 20), but it’s still somewhat subdued. 

For purists there is also an original monophonic 
option, delivered via Dolby Digital TO. Such is 
the care attached to the wider remix, it would 


probably be my listening track 
of choice - it certainly makes the 
most of Max Steiner’s iconic score 
- but there’s something satisfying 
about the more modest option. 

Anton van Beek: Most of the extras in this 
two-disc set will be familiar to owner’s of the 
Four-Disc Collector’s Edition DVD. Everything 
from that mammoth set is present here, including 
a commentary by film historian Rudy Behlmer, 
two-hour retrospective documentary, restoration 
featurette, trailer archives and much, much more. 

New extras for the BD are a 68-minute doc 
about the big films of 1939 (there were loads as 
it turns out), a featurette about the film’s enduring 
legacy and the brilliant 1980 TV movie Moviola: 
The Scarlett O'Hara War starring Tony Curtis. 




We asked you... 

Which of these is the best 
bigscreen Dracuta ? 

n Max Schreck (Nosferatu 1922) 
Bela Lugosi (Dracuta. 1931) 
Christopher Lee (Horror of 
Dracuta et al, 1958 onwards) 

■ Frank Langella (Dracuta , 1979) 

■ Gary Oldman ( Bram Stoker's 
Dracuta, 1992) 



From www.homednemachDice.com 


Blood: The Last 
Vampire 

Pathe->R2DVD 
£16 Approx 

This live action 
adaptation of 
Hiroyuki Kitakubo’s 
anime short 
replicates the look of 
the popular toon, but struggles when 
it comes to expanding the thin storyline 
into something more weighty. That 
said, the action scenes impress (despite 
an abundance of lame CG blood) and if 
watching Japanese chicks swing swords 
around is your type of thing, there are 
worse ways tospend 90 minutes. The 
DVD boasts a colourful anamorphic 
2.35:1 transfer and punchy DD5.1, but 
extras are limited to mini-featurettes, 
agallery and trailers, AvB 

ooooo 


Land of the Lost 

U n I versa! *♦ R2 DVD 
£20 Approx 

Based on the 1970s 
TV show of the same 
name (which is pretty 
much unknown in the 
UK), Will Ferrell's 
latest movie is very odd indeed. Too 
aduLt for kids and too juveniLefor 
grown-ups, Land of the Lost is the most 
deranged Summer blockbuster to ever 
escape from a major Hollywood studio, 
which probably makes it a shoo-in 
for future cult movie status. The 
anamorphic 1.85:1 transfer and Dolby 
Digital 5,1 audio are both excellent, 
possibly because there’s oodles of disc 
space available; all you get in the way 
of extras is miserable seven minutes of 
deleted scenes. AvB 

OQQQ@ 


Year One 

Sony Pictures -4 All-region BD 
£22 Approx 

In this high-concept 
comedy Jack Black 
and Michael Cera star 
asacouple of idiots 
kicked out of their 
tribe, leading them to wander through 
numerous events from the Old 
Testament. Fair enough, but somebody 
should tell writer/director Harold Ramis 
that comedies set over two millennia 
ago don’t have to have pre-historic 
jokes Painfully unfunny and seeming to 
last forever. Year One at least looks epic 
thanks to a superb AVC 1.85:11080p 
encode, but the DTS-HD 5,1 audio is 
unadventurous. The extras include 
BD-Live MovielQ and Cinechat 
f u n ctionality, b ut why bother? RH 
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The wonderful wizard of Oz 


For this superb hi-def release, there's no place like home cinema 


The Wizard of Oz deserves a place 

in everyone’s film collection. It's a 70-year old 
Technicolor classic that has it all - Loveable leads, 
hiss-able villains, memorable songs, sumptuous 
sets, midgets, and a gripping story that sweeps 
you along for the ride as easily as the twister that 
picks up Dorothy's house and deposits it in 
L Frank Baum’s fantastical worLd. Unmissable. 
Mark Craven: From the opening shot it’s easy to 
see the amount of effort that went into Warner's 
8K restoration. Bursting with fine grain and 
unveiLing a weaLth of previously hidden detailing, 
it’s a quantum leap over the quality of the previous 
(but still very impressive) 2005 DVD release. 

And when the movie shifts from sepia to its full 
Technicolor glory in Chapter 11, the vibrant colours 
will knock your ruby slippers off, As far as I can tell 
it’s as close to a truly filmic representation as you 
can get without having a 35mm print unspooling 
in your Living room. 

Steve May: There’s no shortage of choice when 
it comes to audio investigation. The remastered 
TWoO features a sympathetic, careful Dolby 
TrueHD 5.1 lossless mix, while buried in the SpeciaL 
Features is an Original Mono alternative (Dolby 
Digital 1.0) plus a separate Music and Foley Effects 
track (again DD10) which is surprisingly revealing 
(it ! s easy to imagine the Foley artists rustling 
their stuff as the film is projected before them). 

The enterprise reveaLs astonishing restraint, 
and it’s nothing short of a miracle that the film 
doesn't sound more sibilant and pitchy than it 
does. Warner’s engineers have resisted the 
temptation to drop in ping-pong sound FX, and 


the musical numbers are spread gently. The 
surround mix has been built from fourchanneLs 
- restored mono, two orchestra angles and the 
original music and effects track. The engineers 
have been mindful of adopting stereo 
opportunities only as they appear Logically in the 
movie. For that reason I'd opt for the re-do rather 
than the originaL mono. 

Bizarrely, the Restoration featurette, Prettier 
than Ever , which sets out to give A/B comparisons 
of the remix up to 5.1, is presented in stereo! 

Anton van Beek: This three-disc set (two 
Blu-rays, plus a DVD) is crammed with extras, 
although most of them were included on the 
previous Collector’s Edition DVD boxset. You get 
a commentary; various documentaries about the 
making of the film, its legacy and the people 
behind it; a featurette about the remastering 
process; outtakes and deleted scenes; test 
footage; a karaoke-styLe Sing-Along mode; 18 
stills gaLleries, alternate audio recordings of some 
of the tunes; home movies; a TV movie about L 
Frank Baum; and a pLethora of archivaL traiLers and 
related promotional shorts. Even better, for any 
true cinephiLe, is the inclusion of five earlier siLent 
...Oz movies and a short animated effort from 1933, 

Perhaps the only disappointment is that the 
DVD serves up a standard-def copy of the film, 
rather than the six-hour (i) documentary about 
the gLory days of MGM studios that accompanies 
the US BD release. In fact, reaL Gz-heads might 
want to import the region-free American version, 
which also adds a 52-page coffee-tabLe book and 
acoLLectibLe WizardofOz watch! 


Sing a rainbow; Warners 
restored Wizard of Oz 
delivers a cavalcade of 
vibrant colours 



HCC VERDICT 

The Wizard of Oz; Sing-Along- 
Edition Warner Home Video 
A LI-region BD- £23 Approx 

We say: A spectacular hi-def 
package for one of the best¬ 
loved movies ever made. 
Simply wonderful 

Picture; O0QOQ 
Sound: OOQOG 

Extras: ooooo 

Movie: O0OOO 

Overall:0©0©0 „ 
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Enjoy your movies more 


Big screen sound from a small system MT-25 



MT 30 

Sound with style - the 
MT-30 system includes 
the award-winning 
PVl subwoofer 
along with five M-l 
satellite speakers 
and is available in a 
choice of black, 
si her or white 
finishes. 


Bowers&Wilkins 


The MT-25 is the latest member of the award-winning Mini 
Theatre range from Bowers & Wilkins. Compact and discreet the 
MT-25 will fill a room with rich, detailed multi-channel surround 
sound* thanks to a perfect partnership between the M-l satellite 
speakers and the powerful ASW608 subwoofer. 


Beneath its stylishly curved outer shell 
the diminutive M-l satellite speaker is 
bristling with state-of-the-art Bowers & 
Wilkins technology including the famous 
Nautilus tube-loaded tweeters. Taking 
up front, side and rear channel positions 
in a 5.1 home theatre system, the M-l 
is available in a ehoicc of colours: black, 
silver or white. 


Providing the bass channel in the 
surround sound set up, the ASW608 
oilers extraordinary power and control 
for such a compact subwoofer. Even 
better, it integrates beautifully with the M- 
1 satellites, creating a coherent, seamless 
soundscapc. Ultra-solid construction 
and a 200 Watt Class D amplifier deliver 
maximum precision and power. 


SEVENOAKS SOUND & VISION 

With 37 years'experience, nobody knows more about getting the 
most from music and movies. Sevenoakscan help you choose 
individual components or design and install a complete system 
from scratch. When you arrange a demonstration at your local store, 
Sevenoaks'experts will give you the time you need to evaluate the 
various options to help find a solution that Is perfect for you. 

*Some product* are dot available id all store* or via mall order. Please call before 
travelling or visit www.ssav.com to check. Advert valid until 10/12/2009. E&GE 


NATIONWIDE STORES* 

Aberdeen 01224252797 
Bedford 01234 272779 
Brighton Hove 01273 733338 
Bristol 0117 974 3727 
Bromley 020 82901988 
Cambridge 01223 304770 
Chelsea 02073529466 
Cheltenham 01242 241171 
Epsom 01372 720720 
Exeter 01392 218695 


Glasgow 0141 3329655 
Guildford 01483 536666 
Hoi born 020 78377540 
Kingston 0208547 0717 
Leeds Wetherby 01937 586886 
Lincoln 01522 527397 
Loughton 020 8532 0770 
Maidstone 01622 686366 
Manchester 0161 831 7969 
Norwich 01603767605 
Nottingham 0115 911 2121 
Oxford 01865241773 


Plymouth 01752 226011 
Poole01202 671677 
Reading 0118 959 7768 
Seven oaks 01732 459555 
Sheffield 0114255 5861 
Southampton 023 8033 7770 
Swindon 01793 610992 
Tunbridge Wells 01892 531543 
Watford 01923 213533 
Wit ham Essex 01376 501733 
Yeovil 01935 700078 
Ireland Dublin 01 2751100 


SEVENOa<S 

SOUND & VISION 


($> WWW.SSAV.COM 

the experts in home entertainment 
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I think I’m a done now 


This Blu-ray is more powerful than we could possibly imagine 


Star Wars: The Clone 

Wars comes as a welcome surprise after the 
lacklustre live-action prequels, and the theatrical 
CG 'toon, that preceded this animated series. 

Continuing the story of the Republic's battle 
against the Separatist armies, each episode 
delivers a superb mix of concise storytelLing, 
excellent animation and epic action sequences 
(with the latter managing to get your blood 
pumping whiLe still moving the plot forward 
- unlike, say, Attack of the Clones’ utterly 
superfluous Droid Factory sequence which stuck 
out like a sore thumb). After fearing the worst for 
so long, it looks like this CG series is the new hope 
the Star Wars franchise desperately needed. 

Mark Craven: There's Little to fault about this 
CG toon’s Blu-ray box set, picture-wise. A LI 22 
episodes are presented in VC-1 2.35:1 encodes, 
and the widescreen imagery is constantly 
impressive. The animation doesn’t reach the 
heights of the best of Pixar or DreamWorks, 
but Clone Wars still wows 
with its robust colours and 
excellent detailing. The only 
downside I can see is some minor 
colour banding, but otherwise this is 
terrific HD fun from start to finish. 

Steve May: Those coming to this 
CG-tastic series after its screening on Sky 
Premier HD will be disappointed to learn 
that the audio remains a Lossy DD5.1 mix 
Quite why the series hasn't been 
upgraded to Lossless for BD is a 
mystery. That’s not to say the 
series isn’t sonicaLly fun, 
though. Episodes are Lushly 

_ 


scored, dialogue spreads across the L/C/R, 
galactic flybys and weapons-fire pan around the 
soundstage, and the LFE rumbles on cue. 
Standout episodes, such as Rookies, are 
undeniably cinematic in sonic design, but 
it’s just that DD5,1 delivery is so... retro, 

Anton van Beek: Each episode is accompanied 
by a short (five-to-eight-minute) behind-the- 
scenes featurette, while six of the episodes 
are presented in Longer Director’s Cut form. 
There’s a also a Jedi Temple Archive on 
each disc, alLowing you to check out a mix 
of 2D concept art and 3D animation tests 
and CG models. 

^ Disc One also hosts a sneak peak at 
: Ml Seaso n Two r a tra i ler f or the Republic 
Heroes videogame and a promo for 
the official Star Wars website, Bonus 
video content on the discs is in 1080i. 


HCC VERDICT 

Star Wars: The Clone Wars 
The Complete Season One 
Warner Home Video 
All-Region BD £50 Approx 
We sd) Ai med pri ma ri ly at ki ds, 
this CG toon is actually a treat 
for Star Wars fans of all ages 

Picture: O0OOQ 
Sound: 00600 
Extras: QOOOO 

Movie: | 100O0 

Overall:©©©©© 


The Prisoner: The 
Complete Series 

Network-* Region B BD/R2 DVD 
£60 Approx 

This six-disc (four 
BOs and two DVDs) 
set containing Patrick 
McGoohan’s 
mind-twisting 17-pant 
series is nothing less than spectacular. 
The Blu-ray discs are given over to the 
show itself and, thanks to the restored 
35mm source material, the AVC 1.33:1 
encodes are mind-blowing in terms of 
clarity, sharpness and colour. Audio is 
equally good courtesy of the inclusion 
of both a 5,1 remix and the original 
mono mixes (both.sadly lossy). 

The BDs serve up seven audio 
commentaries, but the majority of the 
extras can be found on the DVDs. AvB 

00006 


Devil May Cry: 
The Animated 
Series 

Manga-* Region B BD 
£30 Approx 

Toons based on 
videogames don't 
carry the same kind 
of stigma as their 
live-action brethren, 
but that doesn’t mean they’re any good 
either; this 12-part series based on 
Capcom’s popular slice 'em up is for 
die-hards only. It certainly looks very 
nice (aided by the BD's sharp lOAQp 
encode), but the storyline fails to grab 
attention and the action itself seems 
curiously curtailed. The two-disc set 
serves up alll 2 episodes, with a choice 
of TrueHD 5.1 Japanese and English dub 
aud i o, pLus some lame extras. A vB 



Smallville: The 
Complete Eighth 
Season 

Warner-*All-region BD 
£60 Approx 

Saddled with 
cumbersome 
storytelLing h few 
ofthe key cast 
members and a 
middle-aged man playinga young 
version ofthe Man of Steel, this eighth 
season of SmatMlte feels Like a shadow 
of its former self. The VC-11.78:1 encodes 
for the episodes are oddly haphazard 
- some look great, others suffer from 
obvious artefacting - and (as usual 
with a Warner TV BD) there’s no lossless 
audio, just vanilla DD5X Extras are 
deleted scenes, an interview, featurette, 
andapairofchattracks. AvB 



Sanctuary: The 
Complete First 
Season 

Contender-* R2 DVD 
£40 Approx 

I should love this 
Amanda Tapping 
TV series, with its 
mash-up of 
traditional monster 
mythology (vampires, werewolves, etc) 
and geeky science. But this first season 
just doesn’t grab me: its characters are 
humourless, the heavy use of green 
screen sets and CG monster effects is 
tiring, and it's all just too daft. 

Still, this four-disc set looks fine 
(the show is shot digitally using RED 
cameras}, with an atmospheric DD5,1 
soundtrack, and the extras are worth 
taking refuge in, SM 
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114 FIGHT CLUB-* HORROR BLU-RAYS 


Heat 

Warner -► All-Region BD 
£18 Approx 

Michael Mann's films 
invariably dazzle with 
their visual style, and 
Heat is no exception 
- perfect cannon 
fodder tor a Blu-ray release then. 
Warner Home Video’s VC:12.40:1 
appears technically flawless, with jet 
blacks juxtaposed against blight peaks 
of white and blue, and deadly-sharp 
edges. The Dolby TrueHD 5.1 mix is the 
perfect partner in crime, placing gunfire 
ail around the soundfield with pin-point 
accuracy, even though some of the 
dialogue struggles to make itself heard. 
All the extras from the Special Edition 
DVD have been hijacked for this BD. 

Oh, and the film still rocks, MC 



Trick ‘r Treat 

Warner-*All-region BD (US Import) 
£20 Approx (www.movietyme.com) 

Delayed for nearly 
two years, 
writer-director 
Michael Dougherty’s 
horror anthology gets 
an HD release and. amazingly, manages 
to live up to the hype. This joyfully 
wicked celebration of all-things 
HaLloween flicks back and fourth 
between a quartet of interweaving 
stories (a trick that rewards further 
viewings) and, at a lean 82 minutes, 
guarantees that none outstay their 
welcome. The VC-12.35:1 encode is slick 
and polished. Dolby TrueHD 5.1 audio is 
suitably tense, and smart extras include 
a commentary, additional scenes and 
animated short. AvB 





Gremlins 


Warner-* AU-Region BD 
£18 Approx 


Even if he’d never 
made another good 
film (and don't 
worry, he made 
The‘hurts, too) I’d 
always have time for director Joe Dante 
thanks to this 1984 horror-comedy. Yet 
as loved as the film is, here in the UK 



we've only ever been given a barebones 
DVD release. Warner’s new BD puts 
things right with a detailed and 
colourful (if very grainy) VC-11.85:1 
lOSOp encode and a choice of Dolby 
TrueHD 5.1 and DD2.0 audio mixes. 

The disc also ports over all of the extras 
fromthe US Special Edition DVD, 
including a pair of commentaries 
and deleted scenes. AvB 



Dawn of the 
Dead 


Arrow Films-* All-region BD/RO DVD 
£18 Approx (HMV exclusive) 

This new UK release 
(currently an HMV 
exclusive) is the best 
package yet for 
Romero’s kick-ass 
zombie sequel. It begins with a superb 
AVC 108Qp encode of the theatrical cut 
of DotD , with a choice of DTS-HD M A 5.1 



or LPCM 2.0 mixes, plus a pair of 
commentaries, the Document of the 
Dead documentary and a lengthy 
fan-film. The two other cuts of the 
movie ('Director’s 1 and 'Argento’) onLy 
merit a DVD each due to the quality of 
the source material, but they’re 
accompanied by tremendous extras. 
The packaging is ace, too. AvB 



Pixel-perfect pugilism 

Bigscreen biffery has never looked so good 




Fight Club might have fizzled at the 

box office, but ten years Later, David Fincher’s 
incendiary adaptation of Chuck Palahniuk’s novel 
has engendered a cult following few other films 
could ever dream of. Visually spectacular, 
provocative and laced with self-deprecating 
humour, Fight Club remains a remarkable piece 
of movie magic that demands many viewings 
to be truly appreciated. 

Mark Craven: Fincher’s film is deliberately dark 
and sickly-looking, and it’s been flawlessly brought 
into the hi-def world thanks to Fox's careful AVC 
2.40:1 encode. The pervasive blacks are deep 
enough to get Lost in, the washed-out coLour 
palette is grimy and unsettling, detailing is 
bountiful and the natural film grain has been 
left unmolested, 

Steve May: While Fight Club's picture has 
been completely re-mastered for BD, the 
audio track is unchanged from the DVD 
SpeciaL Edition (the one in the iconic cardboard 
slipcase). The undeniable benefit now is that 
it is uncompressed. Ren KLyce's inspired mix (see 
our feature on p24) is finally available to be heard 
in 24bit resolution via DTS-HD MA 5.1, and it's 
a stunning aural experience. The soundtrack has 
such breadth and vigour it’s difficult to pick out 
highlights. For a shocking standout sequence, 
there's the brutal face-mashing of Angel Face 
(Chapter 26) where the LFE slugs Like a hammer: 
or for 360-degree drama dial up the car crash 
sequence, one chapter on. Wherever you go, 

Fight Club will leave you battered and bruised. 
Anton van Beek: This 10th Anniversary BLu-ray 
release takes everything good from the old 
two-disc Special Edition DVD and adds a little 


of its own hi-def magic to the mix, in the form 
of a hilarious dip from the Spike TV Awards 
and an in-depth interactive sound-mixing feature. 
Fans of the earlier DVD will be delighted to Learn 
that all four of the commentary tracks are again 
featured, albeit now with the added bonus of 
a frighteningly thorough index, which means you 
can quickly locate specific topics being discussed. 

Also packing a punch on Fox's BD are an 
extensive collection of behind-the-scenes 
vignettes (with muLti-angle/audio functions 
and storyboards), seven deleted/alternate 
scenes, count Less trailers, TV spots, 

PSAs and internet spots, plus six picture 
galleries (including storyboards for 
the entire film). 


HCC VERDICT 

Fight Club: 10th Anniversary 
Edition 20th Century Fox 
All-Region BD £23 Approx 

We say: We doubt Tyler Durden 
would approve, but you reaLly 
must go and buy this Blu-ray 
right now! 

Picture: oeooo 
Sound: OQGOQ 
Extras: 06000 
Movie: 00006 

Overall:00©O0 
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THE EXPERTS IN HOME ENTERTAINMENT 

HOME CINEMA * HI-FI * MULTI-ROOM * DESIGN'AND CUSTOM INSTALLATION 



Expert Impartial Advice 


Unrivalled Product Range 


Custom Electronic 


Artam 
Artec List ic 
Atacama 
B&W 

Beyer Dynamic 
Chord Company 


Chord Electronics 
Cyrus 
Da-Lite 
Denon 
Draper 
Escient 


Goldring 
Grade 
In Focus 
Ixos 
KEF 
Leema 


Linn Monitor Audio Optoma Primare 

Loewe Musical Fidelity Panasonic Project 

Logitech NAD Philips Q Acoustics 

Marantz Nevo Pioneer QED 

Meridian Onkyo Pixel Magic Quad 

Michell Optimum PMC Quadraspire 

Some brand s/products are not available at ali stores - please confirm before travelling 


REL 

Rolts an 
Rote I 
Samsung 
Sennheiser 
Si m2 


Sonos 

Sony 

Sound Org 
Sound Style 
SpeakerCraft 
Spectral 


Spendor 
Stewart Screens 
Teat 

Van Den Hul 
Wharfedale 
Yamaha 


news, the latest offers and more at uuvuw.SSAV.com 
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LCD & PLASMA SCREENS 



Philips 42PL9664 LCD TV 

This rtew model features h Jit in Wi-Fi web access, 
fell HD, 2CpHz motion smoothing and with a cutting 
edge ; ms response t'me- Native contrast is SD..OX: 1, 
although the new Ambifight Spectra 2 ne.ar-prQject- 
sng coloured LEDs are claimed to give a further 
'peiceived' improvement in contrast Anri at only 
49mm thick, the ' 966 ^ easily wa/l-nrKiuntable. 


Samsung 6000 ■ 7000 * 8000 Series 

Samsung's 2009 range includes both fell l OBGp LCD/ 
LED rrcfeels including the award-winr ng UE-16EI8QC0. 




Panasonic VIERA TXL37S10 

Award-winning new 37" LCD TV. Other screen i«zesand 
ranges are aSso available including Plasma, Freesatand 
WlrefessHD moctefs. 



DLP PROJECTORS 


Want a fcsgger picture?Then a fell tGSOp projeaor and 
screen could be the answer. 


JVC 

DIA-HD350 

This award-winning 
projector has to be 
seen to be believed. 


BLU-RAY DISC PLAYERS 


Panasonic DMP-BD60 & SO 

These new players from Panasonic blend compre¬ 
hensive features with top-drawer picture and sound 
quality, 


Sony SDPS360 - 5760 - 550G0E5 

Award-winning players from Sony. 



Optoma H D30 * HD82 

These new fell HD DLP projectors from Optoma combine 
great performance with outstanding value for money. 


Oenon DVD-2500BT BULf-RAY TRANSPORT 
for faithful transmission of Full HD video and HD 
audfo signals bringing out the full quality of film. 



Pioneer BDP-320 ■ BDPLX52 

Enjoy Slu-ray disc as it should be: Pioneer's BD-Live 
players driver high-end picture quality. 



HOME CINEMA RECEIVERS 


DenonAVR-1910 

EfenofYs new AVft-1910 A/V receiver delivers a hugely 
entertaining sound and represents outstanding value. 



Yamaha 

Yamaha's new 2009 range includes five new AV 
receivers, a home cinema soundbar, and two TV stands 
with built-in surround sound. 


Sony STR-DA5400E5 * 5TR-DH800 

These two award-winning A/V receivers from Sony deliver 
exceptional performance. fvii^STacv&ffiats. 



Onkyo 

QTtyo raises the bar once again in the competitive world 
of home edema wish if- TX-S.R607 which features Dolby 
Prclogic llz support. 



Denon AVR-2310 

This award-winning A/V receiver combines fine 
specification, solid build with breathtaking low-level 


dynamics and detail. 


^ ft ’ u 

• . y nfl# 




Pioneer SC-LX82 

Bringing studio qualisy sound to your living room, 
feneer's goal is for you to experience film and music just 
as the creators intended, 


HI-FI SEPARATES 


Pro-Ject Genie MKIII 

ftepladng the Genie g she MKSII version includes a new 
motor, more stable motor base and a new tone arm 
with traditional anth skate. Supplied wish an OM3e 
Ortofon cartridge fitted, the Genie MKIII Is available in 
Standard Black with 
White, Piano Black 
and Bed finish 
options available 
at extra cost. 




Marantz 

CD/PM6003 

This new CD and amplifier pairing 
continues Marantz^. tradition of 
building superb budget products. 


Cyrus 

Following the remarkable Serwo Evolution'CD players, 
Cyrus has introduced a range of amplifiers featuring 
circuitry developed for its QAt XRThe 8 XP d and Pro 
XP d include digital : nputs - idea' for playing muse 
stored on your computer - whi le the entry mode-. 6 XP 
is based on the 3 XP but without the digital option, AI 
also indude two-zone muferoom capability. 



The awafo-winning^etvo Evolution' 

CD players CD65&CDaSE&CDXtSE/DACX 



O' 



Arcam FMJ Series ™ Roksan Kandy K2 

Combining sleek design, ffexfole connectivity and a fevd * Roksan repl aces its hugely successful Kandy series 
of reproduction far beyond that of budget separates. : with the Kandy K2 arm pi iffer and matching CD player. 

Leema Antila II CD Player&Tucana II Amplifier 

With stunning sound quality and captivating good looks the 
new Antila h CD player features unique MD2 active differentia 
multi-DAC converter technology. 

The dual mono designed Tucana II uses three heavy-duty toroidal 
power transformers, has a refined bi-oolar outou: stage ano is 
capeole of swinging over forty five amos of Current for pecse 1 
contol of the speakers. 



tssd ) 


HI-FI & HOME CINEMA SPEAKERS 


Monitor Audio Silver RX6 AVI 2 

Using techniques and materials from the Platinum 
and Gold ranges, the Silver RX series of slimline hi-fi 
and nome cinema speakers ore available in a choice 
of real wood veneers and high-gloss piano finishes to 
complement any room, Also Available: Radius 
R90HD10 




Spendor 

AS and A6 

The AS offers exfiep&onal 
per formance in 
relation to its compact 
dimensions. Hew drw 
units ensure dear and 
nan*al mid-range 
and beautifel?y open 
treble.The A6 utftses 
technology developed 
wNst developing the 
ST loudspeaker with 
itsasymmenfoally 
sculptured tweeter 
faceplate and rained 
18cm bass/msd driver. 


H H _ ■ _ With 37 years'experience, nobody knows more 

IUI about getting the most from music and movies, 

Seven oaks can help you choose Individual com- 
0 s Mil u S *pm HL* ponents or design and install a complete system 

l II I IU II % from scratc h. When you a r ra nge a demonstratio n 

g ^ atyour local store, Sevenoaks'experts will give you 

I .m rfjT ■ the time you need to evaluate the various options 

W 13 I H to he I p find a so I utio n th at is perfect for you, 

the experts in home entertainment 


Stores 

Nationwide 

All Sevenoaks' stores stock 
a wide range of products, 
have comfortable 
demonstration rooms, 
provide first-class 
customer service and can 
deliverand install your 
purchase. 


Custom 

Installation 

Stores with Cedia qualified 
staff also provide a bespoke 
design and installation 
service.They have unrivalled 
expertise in all areas of 
home automation and can 
demonstrate a wide range 
of installation options. 


Buy Online 

Looking for mail order? 
Then visitthe new on-line 
shop at www.ssav.com 

Youll find a range of great 
products* along with 
great prices. 

A clkk-and-collect option 
is also available. 
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B&W MT-25 

Combines award-winning satellites with a new subwoofer. 


Award-winning 5.1 package Including the FV-1 subwoofer. 


Wharfedale 

Diamond 10.1 

ThisIGth generation 
version of the'80's 
classic combines 
m^ight.. precision and 
control afong with 
fire bui'd and finish. 




Q Acoustics 

2000 Cinema 
Pack 

Smart styling 
complements 
the Q Acoustics' 
award-winning 
performance. 


KEF KHT3005SE 



Award-winning 5.1 speaker package available in high 
gloss black finish. 


Dali Lektor 

Dali complements its 
range with the Lektor 
2. Only slightly larger 
than the award-winning 
lektcw i, this new model 
represents outstanding 
value. 



ALL-IN-ONE SYSTEMS 


Denon D-M37DAB 

Denon's micro systems are back This award-winning 
model, available in silver or black, features a CD player, 
capable of reading MP3 and WMA discs, a DAS tuner, 
and 30W amplifi: ■ Optional SC-M37 speakers. 



Arcam Solo Mini 

Award-winning integrated CD, Radio and Amplifier 
with iPod control via optional rlead/rDock. 



Tea< Reference 600 


B&W Zeppelin 


Award-winning system comprising the PD-H6G0 CD 
Player and AG-H60CDKT receiver. Features include both 
wired and wireless network connections for Internet 
radio, a DAB tuner and a heal thy 2 x 75 W power output. 



This award-winning iPod docking station ticks all the 
Poxes: it's beautifu.. sold as a ^ock and sounds amazing! 



E55ENTIAL ACCESSORIES 


At Sevenoaks, 
accessories are not 
an afterthought. 

Come and hear 
the difference 
the right 
accessories 
can make to 
yourlistervng 
and viewing 
experience. 

(NcSdEr FtlESsDU NDsnru Q GRADO 


MULTI-ROOM AUDIO 


SonosBU250 Bundle 

Thismutti-room digital music system lets you play your 
favourite tunes all over Lhe house - and central them from, 
the palm erf your hand. You can even play different songs in 





PURCHASE 

ANY ATV OR HI-FI 

AMPLIFIER/RECEIVER 

ATRRP 

AND CLAIM UP TO 

OFF THE RRP OF THE SPEM^B^OFYOTRO^IOE* 

*MAX RRP OF SPEAKERS £L5O0. MOST BUT NOT ALL, BRANDS INCLUDED. NICWAOO. E&OE 

ASK IN-STORE FOR DETAILS VALID UNTIL 10/12/2009 

BLU-RAY DISC 
PLAYERS 

More at www.SSAV.Co m 

Sony BDP-S36Q . £WEB csrpeits) 

Pioneer BDP-320 . £349 csfr tm 

Sony BDP-S76Q. £WEB csrpem&j 

Den on DBP-1610 £369 rcepr^n 


A/V 

RECEIVERS 

More at www.SSAVcom 

Sony STR-DH800 . . £279 csrpe^i 

Den on AVR-1910 ....... £WEB csrp £+4q:i 

Den on AVR-2310 . £WEB csrpe/m) 

Pioneer SC-LX82 . . £WEB(srp£ie99) 

A/V 

SPEAKERS 

More at www.SSAV.com 

Q Acoustics 2000 Cinema Pack . £WEB csrpm 

B&W MT-25 .. ... £949 ^ 

B&W 685 Theatre.. £1229 man® 

Mon Audio Radius R90HD10 . £1269$wimz) 

SCREENS 

More at www.SSAV.com 

Philips32PFL7404. £579 wpf« 9! 

Panasonic TX-L37510 . £599 tap mm) 

Philips 42PFL9664 . fWEBwpnw 

Samsung UE46B8000 £WEB(srp£zom) 

HI-FI 

CD PLAYERS 

More at www.SSAV.com 

Marantz CD6O03. £WEB 

Arcam FMJ GDI 7. £WEB tsKPfeooi 

Cyrus CD 6 SE. £899 isrp £oom 

Cyrus CD 8 SE. £1199 (srp £12001 

HI-FI 

AMPLIFIERS 

More at www.SSAV.com 

Marantz PM6003 .. . . £WEB csrpezw) 

Cyrus 6 XP... £899 (£rp£mo) 

Cyrus 8 XP d...£1499 (srp£isoo) 

LeemaTucana II £3.399 krp fwa 

__:_j 

HI-FI 

SPEAKERS 

More at www.SSAV.com 

WharfedaleDiamond 10.1. £199 cshpeim) 

B&W 685. £369 mm 

Monitor Audio Silver RX6. £749 (srp£?so) 

Spendor A6. £1989 (srp £1995) 

SYSTEMS 

More at www.SSAV.com 

Denon D-M37DAB . .. £199 iwezzp) 

Panasonic SC-BT200 ... £449 ww) 

Arcam Solo Min i* . . £749 isppezh) 

Teac Reference 600*.£999:snp£ioooj 

* FREE WHARFEDALE DIAMOND 10.1 SPEAKERS 


PLEASE NOTE Some brands/products are not available at all stones. Spedal/added value offers are not in conjunction with any 
odltr offer INKWAOOL ADVERT VALID UNTIL 10/120009, Efe0€- 


Aberdeen 01224 252797 
Bedford 0U34 272779 
Brighton Hove 01273 73333© 
BrlstofOII? 974 3727 
Bromley 020 3290 19SS 
Cambridge 01223 304770 
Chelsea 020 7352 9466 
Cheltenham 01242 241171 
Epsom 01372 720720 
Exeter 01392 2 18895 
Glasgow 0141 332 9655 
Guildford 01483 536666 
Hoi born 020 7837 7540 


Kingston 0203547 0717 
Leeds Wetherby 01937 586886 
Lincoln 01522 527397 
Loughton 020 8532 0770 
Maidstone 01622 686366 
Manchester 0161 831 7969 
Norwich 01603 767605 
Nottingham 0115 911 2121 
Oxford 01865 241773 
Plymouth 01752 226011 
Poole 01202 671677 
Reading 0118 959 7768 
Seven oaks 01732 459555 


Sheffield 0114 255 5861 
Southampton 023 8035 7770 
Swindon 01793 610992 
Tunbridge Welts 01892 531543 
Watford 01923 213533 
Witham Essex 01376 501733 
Yeovil 0i 935 700078 

Ireland Dublin 01 275 1100 
N. B - Pricing may vary from the U K 



Cedia Member 


WWW.SSAV.COM 


www.ffMdoms.ntt ft www.Joumal-plaza.ntt 








































































WHAT HI FI? 

SOUND AND VISION 


" this is palpably the most exciting, musai/ar-souncJing cab/e here, 
its sonic impact being out of alt proportion to its cost” 


AWARDS 2009 


WHAT HI FI? 

SOUND AND VISION 


★ ★★★★ 


CABLES 

BEST HDMI £50+ 

CHORD COMPANY HDMI ACTIVE 


Chord HDMI Active 
October 2009 





WHAT HI FI? 

SOUND AND VISION 


NEW 

Chord HDMI SuperShield 


AWARDS 2009 


WHAT Hi FI? 

SOUND AND VISION 


PRODUCT OF THE YEAR 

CABLES 

CHORD CO HDMI SUPERSHIELD 


"the c/assy image is perfect// 
comp ie men ted by its energetic 

★★★★★ -“ r 


Chord HDMI SuperShield 
October 2009 








Www. chord. co+uk 


Get closer 


Get closer to the true picture 


High-performance cables for home cinema and 
music systems 



For the latest product development news, 
exclusive competitions and technical tips, 
subscribe to our newsletter at wwwxhordxo,uk 


CHORD 

COMPANY 

www.chord.co.uk 


TM 
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OLD KIT-* COMPONENT QUERY-* WE’VE UPSET AN APPLE FAN 
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Feedback 

Got an axe to grind? Want to comment on current 
technology? Need to share? is here to help 


It's not all about black levels! 


I was very interested to read your recent 
Star Letter {HCC #174) about the Pioneer 
Kuro because I was in the process of trying 
to decide whether to buy one myself (I 
know they are not being made any more 1 
but several ads did list them). In the end P i 
decided not to buy one. Not because they 
are, or are not, the ‘best/purest/HoLy Grail/ 
etc! but because they did not suit my 
needs. Here’s why,,: 

Trying to get the very best black LeveLs is 
reaLly important but only if you are going to 
be watching the TV in a darkened room. 
Otherwise any minor difference in black 
levels is going to be ’washed out 3 by the 
ambient light and therefore not noticeable, 
In my case I only darken the room to watch 
movies using a projector. The plasma TV is 
for casual/everyday viewing which means 
the lights are on. Therefore, I am more 
interested in a screen that has good 


contrast and is bright. While the Kuro has 
class-leading black Levels and an excellent 
contrast ratio, your Labs report measured 
luminance at 14,Q6fl. This is well below 
other plasmas, many with luminance over 
30fl (let alone LCD screens which are even 
brighter still). So in the end, I decided to 
postpone my plasma purchase a Little 
Longer I may even (gasp) 
not buy another pLasma 
but buy an LED LCD screen 
which seem to offer 
brightness without 
sacrificing black levels. 

Am l wrong in thinking 
this way? 

Ion Mitchell, Twickenham 

Not at all, the latest 
generation of LED-backlight 
LCD screens are often 

_ I 


stunningly effective (see our Sharp LED 
review on p52)* and are well worth 
auditioning. Yet, a decent black level is 
essential for any image if it is to have a 
tangible sense of depth. PLasma screens 
traditionally struggle to maintain 
apparent black Levels in high ambient 
light, but they remain the most cinematic 
of screen technologies when 
it comes to movie watching 
in controlled lighting* 

Winner: Star Letter-writer 
Ion Mitchell wins a copy 
of The Wizard of Oz : 
Sing-Along-Edition 
Bln-ray courtesy of 
Warner Home Video 
Pictures UK, It's available 
to buy now, priced at 
£23 each. 


0 THE WIZARD OF OZ and All Related Characters and Elements Are Trademarks of and © Tufne r Entertainment Co I 
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cinematic picture than LCD 
models, because It doesn't 
require a dynamic iris to 
achieve good contrast Levels. 
However, as always, we 
recommend getting a side-by- 
side demo and making a 
decision yourself. 

What’s that plug for? 

I read the review of the NAD 
T747 receiver in HCC #174. In the 
photograph of the back panel 
I can see that the receiver has 
three component video inputs. 
Why does it need these? They 
don’t carry any audio, surely? 
Mark t via email 

Although HDMI is the de facto 
standard for HD video and 
audio, analogue component 
video connections remain 
useful for other product you 
might have that predates the 
roll-out of HDMI kit. 
Component doesn't carry 


audio — you’ll want to run a 
separate digital audio input for 
sound and then pair the two in 
the AVR*s menu system. It's 
also useful for delivering a 
progressive output f rom SD 
sources, such as the Nintendo 
WiL Try it, you might like it..,. 


Kit choice 

I have a few questions and was 
hoping you could help. I am 
seeking a DVD player but ideally 
I want a multiregion DVD 
recorder that can play Blu-rays. 

Now I have been told that it 
isn't possible to buy any DVD 


Is it still good enough? 

Hi there, IVe just seen your 
review for the JVC DLA-HD1 
projector from two years ago, 
and am trying to find out how 
this projector measures up with 
some of the newer models. For 
exampLe. I found a pLace that 
selLsthe JVC DLA-HD1 and the 
new Epson TW44G0 for around 
the same price. What would be 
a better choice? 

Oren Harel, via email 


The JVC model is a little old, 
but still a very good projector. 
Unfortunately, you haven't 
said what price you've found it 
available for - presumably 
around the £3,000 the Epson 
retails for. If so maybe you 
should turn your attention to 
the still-current JVC HD350. 
We’ve often said that the 
D-ILA technology of JVC's 

projectors delivers 
a more 


vuww.fre ms.net St vfww.iouf 













120 LETTERS 


Sign up to HCC online! 

Don't be an Alan Smithee! Joining Home Cinema 
Choice’s online community is free, fast and fun 

On the home page of www.homednemachoice.com, scroll down the 
right-hand side of the page until you see the Login box. Click the Join Here 
button, choose a username and then 
create your profile. You can upload 
an image to represent you online and 
use your signature to tell fellow AV 
fans about your own system 
automatically every time you post. 

Joining the big AV debate online has 
never been easierl 



Amazing 

Domain Prices 

But hurry! Must end 
December 31st 

.eu € 2.95 
.mobi € 6.75 
•info € 4.95 
.im € 4.95 

.tel €15 

& many more 

Blacknight is an ICANN 
accredited registrar 

UK: +44 (0)844 484 9361 
US: +1 213-233-1612 
Inti: +353 (0)59 9183072 


sales@blacknight.com 

www.blacknight.com 





players which are Blu-ray and 
DVD recorders - the best I could 
hope for would be a DVD 
recorder, multiregion but not 
with Blu-ray. Is this the case? 

Also I am a bit of a novice, 
so is BLu-ray just a Sony thing? 
Matt, via email 

Blu-ray is an industry standard, 
not just a Sony thing. Sony is 
certainly one of its major 
supporters, and the company's 
PlayStation 3 console has 
helped it flourish, but Blu-ray is 
backed by most of the major 
electronics brands, film studios 
and retailers. So don't be 
scared about dipping your feet 
into the Blu pool. 

As for the bit of kit you are 
after, we’re afraid you're out 
of luck. Panasonic makes 
DVD/BLu-ray recorders, but 
these have Freesat tuners, 
not Free view, and aren’t 
multiregion. Sn fact, buying 
a multiregion DVD recorder 
Isn't straightforward either 
— you'll have to consider 
either no-name brands or 
modded decks. 

Apple bites back 

Boo you, Mr Stevenson! 

I always take great pleasure 
at reading HCC , including your 
Point Of View column, which 
I always find interesting. 

Yet, this time, you've let 
yourseLf wander way out of 
humorous opinion into insult, 
while at the same time showing 
an appalling ignorance - 
amazing coming from you. 

First, saying that having a 
Apple-branded laptop is akin 
to declaring Tm an insecure 
herd-following badge snob 1 
[see HCC #174] is insulting to 
the many thousands of AppLe 
Laptop users - including me and 
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probably quite a significant 
number of your readers. 

If that is your opinion of users 
of Apple products, so be it - just 
don’t be insulting while 
expressing it. 

Second, saying that Apple 
hardware is twice the price, half 
the resolution, and only offer 
a tenth of the features of 
traditional manufacturers’ is 
pure ignorance. 

Apple hardware is hardly 
twice the price 1 . It’s actually 
no more expensive than other 
computers of comparable 
specs, and if you include the 
operating system, the many 
apps that come with it, the 
quality of build, and yes, 
advanced design, I’d say that 
they are not so pricey after all. 
Not to mention that, after two 
years of professional use, I can 
still sell my Mac Book at up to 
two thirds of its original price, 
which would hardly be the case 
with most PCs. 

Saying that it’s half the 
resolution probably refers to the 
res (720p) of the Apple TV. Yet 
AppLe computers have always 
featured screens that are equal/ 
better in resolution and quality 
than their competitors. If, and 
when, Apple releases an 
Apple-branded television, its 
screen will feature the best 
quality and resolution available 
at that time - amongst several 
novelties which probably won’t 
be available on other brand’s TV 
sets of any brand. I doubt Apple 
will venture into this area, but 
one never knows; they did with 
the iPhone, so why not after alL 

Finally, saying that Apple's 
products offer only a tenth of 
the features of comparable bits 
of kit is a sign of your ignorance, 
I've always found Apple 
computers packed with 


features, some not even 
available in rivaL machines. 
Apple was also the first to 
introduce things like Ethernet, 
Firewire, Wi-Fi and Bluetooth 
on consumer products. 

Expressing your point of view 
is exactly what your section is 
all about, and why we like to 
read it every month, but you 
should build your opinions on 
facts, and avoid insulting some 
of your readers for the simple 
sake of being funny. 

Paul Van Obberghen, Belgium 

Richard Stevenson replies: 
‘Dear Paul, sorry to offend 
I confess that calling all Apple 
users insecure herd-following 
badge-snobs was outrageous. 

I suspect quite a few of them 
aren’t insecure at all Joke. 

'I must say, though, that your 
impassioned defence in the 
face of overwhelming evidence 
underlines the strength of 
the Apple brand and the 
dedication of its followers. It's 
just I have never got “if. I also 
confess there were other errors 
in my comment - e.g stating 
Macs were twice the price of 
PCs. I did some research and it 
is nearer three times. 

Tve been comparing 
notebooks of, say, Intel Core 
Duo, 4GB Ram, 320GB HDD 
and a 15i n screen with all the 
wireless trimmings, in the PC 
camp we have, say, Toshiba’s 
SAT L500 at £500, Samsung's 
NP-R519 at £450 or even the 
AMD-based Compaq CQ60 at 
£400. Buy an equivalent Apple 
MacBook Pro and you won't 
have much change out of 
£1*500. And what of software? 
In the Business and Office 
category alone a well-known 
internet retailer currently offers 
nearly 3000 Mac OS software 
packages - but a whopping 
80,000 Windows OS ones.. 

'Clearly Macs have merits 
that I have not got to grips 
with and I must be missing 
something. 

‘[Sent from my iPhone]' 


Write to Letters, HomeCinema 
Choice, Future Publishing, 

2 BaLcombe Street, London 
NW16NW, or email us at 
hcc @f ut ure netxo, u k 
Due to the volume of letters we 
receive we cannot guarantee 
to print/answer them all. 
_ 
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QED Performance HDMI 

Award Winning Cable Technology 


WHAT HI*FI? 

SOUND AND VISION 



‘vibrant, wonderfully rendered picture/* 

“finely balanced, solid, stable sound/' 

WHAT HI-FI? Sound and Vision, 
March 2009 


QED has taken its Award-winning 
cable and made it better/' 


“This is a superb upgrade/' 

WHAT HI-FI? Sound and Vision, 
November 2008 


CHRISTMAS COMES EARLY.WITH QED 

BUY THE 5 STAR ^ 
AWARD WINNING QED 
PERFORMANCE HDMI CABLE 
AND RECEIVE A 2* 1 # 


Why choose QED? 


The eye diagram above shows the digital 
signal transfer of a typical HDMI cable. If ary 
of the signal touches the red mask' the 
picture and sound wilt fait. 


For a list of participating dealers visit 
www.qed.co.uk/hdmioffer 

Offer applies to all lengths up to 7m 
Offer valid until 31/12/09 


AU QED HDM! Cables are designed to carry 
a shielded digital signal at speeds vastly 
exceeding those set out by the HOMI 
Organisation. This additional headroom 
ensures the perfect delivery of content to 
your HD Display. 


PURE DESIGN PURE PERFORMANCE 



www.qed.co.uk 



Armour Home Stortfbrd Hall Industrial Park, Dun mow Road, Bishops Stortfbrd, Herts, CM2 3 5CZ www.armourhQme.co.uk | info@Qrmourhome.co-uk 

armour 


Offer limited to ho more than two sets of cables per household 
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How we test 

Home Cinema Choices hardware reviews combine the subjective 
opinion of our seasoned reviewers with hard technical data. 
Chris Jenkins explains how the HCC Tech Labs work 


reviews tend to be a mixture of 
subjective opinion and objective data. 
While we value the subjective opinions of our highly 
experienced reviews team, we like to blend and balance 
their opinions with objective measurements. The HCC 
Tech Labs have been measuring AV equipment for 
nearly 20 years. It was originally conceived to evaluate 
the performance of VCRs and CRT TVs, and it is now 
routinely testing Blu-ray pLayers and HD displays. 

Interestingly, much of our first generation hardware 
is still in use (we maintain an irrational fondness for an 
oscilloscope used to determine the onset of clipping 
on amplifiers), although our more venerable hardware 
is now supplemented by new software and measurement 
methodologies. One thing remains unchanged though: 
our commitment to supply you with the best possible 
buying advice. 

Virtual Tour 

Our Tech Labs consist of two main facilities: a Viewing 
Room, and a Test Lab. 

The Viewing Room is used mainLy for testing TVs, 
projectors and speakers and has been designed to 
reproduce the conditions that are found in a typical 
mid-range home cinema setup. It was created by 
award-winning custom installers Pounds 
(www.poundstv.co.uk), and is completely light-proofed. 
While it is not designed to be sound-proof, it has been 
skinned in Acoustiblock and has been acoustically 
treated and tuned by the experts at RPG 
(www.rpg-europe.co.uk), using custom absorbers and 
diffusers. The room features multiple HDMI, component 
video and audio cable runs, as well as analogue and 
digital TV and satellite feeds, and has a resident 7.2 


speaker system. Multiple screens can be fed the same 
source material simultaneously, courtesy of a Gefen 
2-in-4-out HDMI switcher/splitter, for screen shootouts. 

Number crunching 

The Test Lab is used mainly for number-crunching DVD/ 
Blu-ray players and amplifiers. It’s equipped with two 
industry-standard systems: a Tektronix VM700 video data 
analyser, and an Audio Precision APX585 multichannel 
audio analyser. Using standard test signals from discs and 
signal generators, these two systems are used to measure 
factors such as audio and video signal jitter, frequency 
response and output power. These give us a good general 
idea of the component quality, processing power and 
overall performance of players and amplifiers. 

Professionals at large 

Over the years, our testers have been trained in calibration 
and testing techniques by the I5F, Tektronix, the Home 
Acoustics Alliance and other industry bodies. In short, 
when you read a review in HCC, you can be sure that the 
reviewer's subjective opinion is backed up by objective 
scientific lab testing. 

Understandable and useful 

One of our pledges is to present information that is 
both understandable and useful, for example, exposing 
the hype perpetrated by some makers of plasmas and 
LCD TVs regarding contrast ratios. To determine real 
world contrast, as we LI as measuring coLour temperature 
presets, we empLoy a Sencore VP401 signal generator 
alongside a PC running DatacolorColorfacts software 
with a Spyder 2 sensor. We use the Sencore signal 
generator and our own discs to generate standard TV 



Tech Lab tests explained 

TV power consumption: Watts 


Blu-ray/DVD power consumption: Watts 

Jfln _ ^tnn 20Q ^ 300 



White screen: TTi is is a 

measurement of a 
display's power 
consumption in Watts 
when displaying a pure 
white 100IRE signal 
with muted audio 



Test footage: Here 
the power 
consumption is 
measured with a 
looped test sequence 
of live footage 
(complete with 
explosions!) and the 
audio volume up 


TV contrast: ratio 

Claimed* 

10,000:H 

I Actual 

■ 450:1 

Picture: Contrast ratio 
claims by TV makers 
are often extravagant in 
the extreme. Our real 
world measurements 
cut through the 
hyperbole and allow 
one brand's contrast 
ratio to be compared 
with another. You'll also 
find a Luminance 
measurement in 
foot-Lamberts, here 


Colour temp: KeLvin 



Presets: Out of the 

hox, most displays will 
offer you a choice of 
colour temperature 
settings. We measure 
these to see which one 
Is closest to the ideal of 
6,50OK (or D65).This 
Is the colour 
temperature setting 
you should use for 
movie viewing if you 
don't recalibrate 


100 400 

t 3 9 

0 ^ 500 

Idling: If you’re like us. 
you'll probably Leave 
your Blu-ray player or 
DVD player on, even 
when you're not 
playing a disc (by 
accident or design). 
This reveals how much 
power it consumes 
when in repose 


100 400 



Playing: Spin a movie 
and your disc player’s 
power consumption 
will Increase-but by 
how much? This is 
a measurement of 
power consumption 
when the player is 
playing a movie 


Audio Jitter: Ps 


1,000 



Sound: This is a 
measure of analogue 
audio jitter in 
picoseconds from a BD 
or DVD player. The 
lower the number the 
better. The score Is 
indicative of build and 
component quality and 
relates to its ability 
when playing CDs, 
Newer players use 
re-docking techniques 
to reduce jitter with the 
HDMI connection 
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Test bench: 

Equipment 
from the likes 
of Snell & 
Wilcox, and 
Tektronix 
allows us to 
compare all 
manner of kit 


signals. Colorfacts analyses the colour and luminance 
performance of TVs and projector giving us information 
in areas such as contrast ratio, colour temperature 
and luminance. 

Playback 

increasingly, you've been asking for more information 
on power consumption, and so we’ve now moved these 


results to a headline position on our tests. We’ve also 
developed a more graphical presentation (key below) 
of some of the data we produce, which should make the 
facts more reLevant and digestible. Not all the data we 
generate is published (frankly, you'd be bored) but all 
of it goes into the meLting pot of opinion. While one key 
reviewer is bylined for our tests, as many as four team 
players will contribute to our findings 


Video J itte n Ns Loadi ng: Boot/Java 


AVR power: Watts Amp output power: Watts (8u, 05% THD) 


Pure power: Watts 


Signal/noise: dB 



Vision: This is a 
measure of video Jitter 
in nanoseconds from a 
BD or DVD player. The 
lower the numher the 
better. The score is 
indicative of build and 
componentquality.We 
also present figures for 
Chroma Crosstalk 
(another quality 
Indicator) and 
frequency response 
@5.8MHz 


Boot speeds 
t ray eject 

115s 

Tray in to 
main BD menu 


Disc loading 8t lava; 

Blu-ray players can he 
notoriously slow to 
load and play discs, 
thanks to the DRM and 
Java content of BD 
software. These 
timings are crucial to 
the user experience - 
naturally faster is hest 



Powered: When you 
fire up that big AV 
receiver to watchanew 
movie you maybe 
surprised to learn just 
how much current it’s 
drawing. This Is one of 
two measurements we 
take for AV amp power 
consumption. The 
other is when theAVR 
Is powered up but idle 



2-channel 8U: So just 
how heroic is that AVR 
you’ve been saving for? 
Putting aside paper 
claims, we measure 
its output in 
two-channel stereo 
mode. Also noted here 
is a figure for Total 
Harmonic Distortion 


5 -channel Gu: In 

most cases, an 
amplifier's muscle will 
he diminished when it 
runs In multichannel 
mode. We push the 
product to extremes in 
a 5,1 configuration to 
see how much grunt is 
available withall 
channels driven 



130W 


Den on AVR-2&OD 


I BOW 



-79 dB 
-75dB 
-48dB 


Fidelity firewall: This 
is our measurement of 
power untainted by 
distortion (typically 
0.05ZTHD, 
Bit 1kHz), It’s an 
indicator of both 
power output and 
component quality 


S/N tests: These amp 
measurements reveal 
the ratio of noise to 
signal at a specific 
frequency. Readings 
taken at low, mid and 
high points help 
determine imaging 
clarity and sonic 
character 
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radiance 

series 



Radiance 1 -"5 Globes" Hi-Fi World, July'09 
Radiance 3 - "Best Buy"Hi-Fi Choice, June'09 
Radiance 5.1 -"Top Pick" Home Theatre, August'09 

www.acoustic-energy.co.uk 
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■4 Buying Guide BEST EVER LCD TV The top performing LCD screens in the UK 
revealed HI-DEF PLAYERS Looking for a BLu-ray deck? We help you choose PLASMA POWER Your 
guide to the ultimate bigscreen TV ROCKIN’ RECEIVERS The best specs and Latest codecs SUPREME 
SPEAKERS Need a 5.1 package? We name the best! PLUS subwoofers, projectors, PVRs & more... 
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126 PLASMA TVs -> LCD TVs 


LCD TV 


Best on test.*. 



SONY 

46in KDL-46Z5500 



SAMSUNG 

32 in LE32BG50 




SAMSUNG 

46in UE-46B8000 



LG 

42 in 42SL8000 


PHILIPS 

42in 42PE50001 


£1,900 Approx 


£650 Approx 


£1,800 Approx 


£1,000 Approx 


£1,800 Approx 


2009 Z-Series builds upon 
previous Bravia know-how 

Highs: Wonderfully detailed 
pictures; bright, crisp colours 
Lows: Black levels are a tad 
light; poor off-axis viewing 

■ Specifications 

HD Ready; Yes (up to!08Op) 
1920x1080 resolution 
No. of HDMI inputs: 4 
No. of Scarf inputs: 2 (2 RGB) 
No. of component inputs: 1 
PC input; 1 

Digital tuner Yes (and Cl slot) 


Tested: Issue 173 

For price check visit: 
w w W'tec hradar.com/622541 


Net-sawy32incherisareal 
bargain buy 

Highs: Huge feature count; 
excellent HD pics; sexy design 
Lows: SD performance and 
audio Is average 

- Specifications 

HD Ready; Yes (up to 1080p) 
1920 x 1080 resolution 
No. of HDMI inputs: 4 
No. of Start inputs; 2 (1 RGB) 
No. of component inputs:! 
PC input; ! 

Digital tuner; Yes {and Cl slot) 


Tested: Issue 172 
For price check visit: 
www.techra d ar.co m/613346 


Top-flight edge-lit LED panel 
will sell like hot cakes 

Highs: Outstanding picture 
quality; 20OH/ works welt 
Lows: Some of the settings are 
awful; limited viewing angle 

- Specifications 

HD Ready; Yes (up to lQSOp) 
1920 x 1080 resolution 
No. of HD Ml inputs: 4 
No. of Start inputs: 2 (1 RGB) 
No. of component inputs:! 

PC input: 1 

Digital tuner; Yes (and Cl slot) 


Tested: Issue 174 
For price check visit; 
w ww.tech radar.com/627639 


LG's debut 'Borderless' LCD is 
excellent value for money 

Highs: Colour fidelity and 
contrast; connectivity; design 
Lows: Take care when using 
the2QQHz mode 

■ Specifications 

HD Ready: Yes (up to 1080p) 
1920x1080 resolution 
No. of HDM! inputs: 4 
No. of Scarf inputs: 2(1 RGB) 
No. of component inputs:! 
PC input:! 

Digital tuner: Yes 


Tested: Issue 175 
For price check visit: 
vuww.te ch radar.com/635349 


Philips' modular TV drops 
Ambiiight but doesn't suffer 

Highs: Sexy form; factor 
and quality build; 
eye-catching images 
Lows: Complex menus 

Specifications 

HD Ready: Yes (to 1080p24) 
1920x1080 resolution 
No. of HDM I inputs: 3 
No. of Scarf inputs: 2 (1 RGB) 
No. of component inputs: 1 
PC input: 1 
Digital tuner Yes (St 
analogue & G slot) 

Tested: Issue 168 

For price check visit: 

w w w.techrad ar.co m/579400 


Also Recommended... 



LG 

32in 32LH4000 
£460 Approx 



Budget offering from L6 delivers 
where it counts 

Highs: Exceptional value; good 
design, connectivity and images 
Lows: Black levels; restricted 
viewing angle; audio is average 

Specifications 

HD Ready: Yes (up to 1080p) 
1920x1080 resolution 
No. of HOMI inputs: 3 
No. of Scart Inputs: 2 (2 RGB) 
No, of component inputs:! 

PC input;! 

Digital tuner Yes (and Cl slot) 


Tested:Jssuel72 
For price check visit: 
www.techradar.com/613314 


v 8 ; 

■ • -c r 


SONY 

37in KDL-4OW550Q 
£900 Approx 



Excellent LCD all-rounder 


Highs: Impressive dynamic 
contrast and smooth motion; 
networking features 
Lows: Styling is bland; 
AppliCast needs more content 

Specifications 

HD Ready: Yes (up to 108Op) 
1920 x 1080 resolution 
No. of HDM I inputs: 4 
No, of Scart inputs: 2 (2 RGB) 
No. of component inputs; 1 
PC input: 1 

Digital tuner: Yes (and Cl slot) 


Tested: Issue 171 
For price check visit: 
www.te chradar.com/604105 



TOSHIBA 

42in 42ZV555D 
£900 Approx 



Much-fouled Resolution* LCD 
gives a polish to SD sources 

Highs: HD performance; 
Resolution* doesn't disappoint 
Lows: Uninspired sound and 
design; no Res* over HDMI 

Specifications 

HD Ready: Yes (to 10S0p24) 
1920x1080 resolution 
No.ofHDMIInputs;3 
No. of Scart inputs: 2 (1 RGB) 
No, of component inputs: 1 
PC input: 1 
Digital tuner: Yes (& 
analogue & Cl slot) 

Tested: Issue 165 

For price check visit: 

w w w.tec h rada r.com/492878 


Editor's Choice..• 


PHILIPS 


56in Cinema 21:9 
£4,500 Approx 

1 2 3 4 5 


Philips’ groundbreaking ultra widescreen TV needs 
to be seen to be believed. It 4 s deceptively large 
(about as wide as a traditional 65in TV) and 
genuinely brings a sense of cinema to your 2.35:1 
movies. Expanded 16:9 material is surprisingly 
watchable, too. There are other frills here - 
Ambiiight, 200Hz processing, five HDMI inputs, 

Net TV and DLN A certification - but it's the forward- 
thinking design and technology of the 21:9 that 
will blow you away. Whether the concept takes hold 
remains to be seen, though. 

Issue 171 

For price check visit : www.techradar.com/607940 


Specifications 


HD Ready: Yes (up to lOSOp) 
2560 x 1080 resolution 
No. of HDM I inputs: 5 
No. of Scart inputs: 2 (2 RGB) 
No. of component inputs: 1 
PC input: 1 

Digital tuner: Yes (and Cl slot) 
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cits 

In association with 

Digital Entertainment 


Plasma TV 



PIONEER 

6 Din KRP-600A 
£5,000 Approx 



Kuro with separate media box. 
Ethernet and satellite tuner 


Highs: Awesome black levels; 
colour accuracy; slim panel; 
media-savvy 

Lows: Problems with AVI files 

Specifications 

HD Ready; Yes {up Lo 108Gp) 
1920 x 1080 resolution 
No. of HDMI inputs: 4 
No. of Scarf inputs: 3 (2 RGB) 
No. of component inputs:! 
PC input: Yes 

Digital tuner: Yes (plus Cl slot 
and DVB-S2 tuner) 

Tested: Issue 164 

For pries chock visit: 
www.te t h radar, Eom/487206 


■ 


PANASONIC 

65in TX-PG5V10B 
£4,500 Approx 



Currently the biggest, bestest 
plasma you can buy 

Highs: High-impact bigsereen 
pictures; Freesat HO 
Lows: Lack of manual colour 
temp controls; sucks electricity 

- Specifications 

HD Ready; Yes (up to lQSOp) 
1920x1080 resolution 
No. of HPMf inputs: 4 
No. of Scart inputs: 2 {2 RGB) 
No. of component inputs:! 
PC input: Yes 
Digital tuner; Yes {plus 
Freesat tuner and Cl slot) 

Tested: issue 174 
For price check visit: 
w ww.techra da r.co m/631206 



PANASONIC 

50 in TX-P50V10B 
£1,900 Approx 


PANASONIC 

50 in TX-P50V10B 
£1,900 Approx 



THX-certified, Viera Cast- 
touting NeoPDP 

Highs: THX mode is stunning 
out of the box; good feature set 
Lows: Unspectacular black 
level response; a bit chunky 

Specifications 

HD Ready: Yes (up to 10-8Op) 
1920 x 1080 resolution 
No. of HDMI inputs: 4 
No. of Scan inpuLs; 2 (2 RGB) 
No. of component inputs: I 
PC input: Yes 
Digital tuner; Yes (plus 
Freesat tuner and Cl slot) 

Tested: Issue 171 
For price check visit: 
www.tec h radar.com/60403 0 



PIONEER 

50in POP" LX5090 
£2,500 Approx 



Baby brother of the LX609Q 
Kuro panel 


Highs: Unbelievable contrast 
and black levels; superb detail 
Lows: Speakers are an optional 
extra only 

- Specifications 

HD Ready: Yes (up to T080p) 
1920x1080 resolution 
No. of HDMI inputs: 3 
No. of Scart inputs: 3 (2 RGB) 
No. of component inputs: 1 
PC input: Yes 
Digital tuner: Yes (plus Cl 
slot) 

Tested: Issue 159 
For price check visit: 
www.tec h radar,com/4I74 09 



LG 

32!n 32PGGOOO 
£500 Approx 


LG 

32!n 32PGGOOO 
£500 Approx 



World's smallest 32ln plasma 
challenges LCD rivals 


Highs: Smooth movement; 
good blacks and connectivity 
Lows: Lack of detail: some 
jagged edges; average audio 

-> Specifications 

HD Ready: Yes 
1024x720 resolution 
No. of HDMI inputs: 4 
No. of Scart inputs; 2 (1 RGB) 
No. of component inputs: 1 
PC input: Yes 
Digital tuner Yes (plus 
analogue) 

Tested: Issue 162 
For price check visit: 
www.tec h radar.com/467207 


Also Recommended... 



LG 

50 in 5OPGGOO0 
£1,100 Approx 



Superb HD Ready plasma 
offering great value for money 

Highs: Extensive calibration 
possibilities; excellent black 
level; sexy bezel 
Lows: Not Full HD 

Specifications 

HD Ready: Yes 
1366x768 resolution 
No, of HDMI inputs; 4 
No. of Start inputs: 2 (1 RGB) 
No. of component inputs:! 
PC input: 1 

Digital tuner: Yes (plus Cl 
slot) 


Tested: Issue 154 
For price check visi t: 
www.techradar.co m/241069 



PANASONIC 

371 n TH-37PX8D 
£650 Approx 



Small POP from Panasonic 
continues the Viera vibe 


Highs: Beautiful blacks; 
natural colours; good GUI 
Lows: HDMI vl.2 inputs lack 
Deep Co lor support 

-Specifications 

HD Ready; Yes 
1024x720 resolution 
No. of HDMI inputs: 3 (vl.2) 
No. of Scart inputs: 2(1 RGB) 
No, of component inputs: 1 
PC input Yes 
Digital tuner: Yes 


Tested: Issue 162 

For price check visit: 
w ww.techra da r.co m/322863 



SAMSUNG 

50 in PS50A556 
£1,000 Approx 



Bargain-priced monster screen 
with a few caveats 


Highs: Superb specification; 
great build qualiLy; sharp detail 
Lows: Some motion artefacts 
and noise visible 

Specifications 

HD Ready; Yes (up to 1080p) 
1920x1080 resolution 
No, of HDMI inputs: 3 
No. of Scart inputs: 2 (1 RGB) 
No. of component inputs: 1 
PC input: Yes 
Digital tuner: Yes (plus Cl 
slot) 

Tested: Issue 161 
For price check visit: 
www.tec h radar.com/463634 
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128 DVD PLAYERS ■* BLU-RAY PLAYERS 


Blu-ray Players 

Best on test.*. 



PIONEER 

Blu-ray BDP-LX91 
£1,800 Approx 



Reference status BD deck is also 
a first-rate CD and DVD player 

Highs: Stunning picture; great 
sound; packed with features 
and welt-designed 
Lows: Precision Quartz Lock 
System works with CDs only 

- Specifications 

Blu-ray profile: 2.0 
DVD upscaling: Up to 1080p 
Analogue audio output: 

Yes {7.1) 

Onboard Dolby TrueHD/DTS- 
HD MA decoding: Yes/Yes 
Dolby TrueHD/DTS-HDMA 
bitstream output: Yes/Yes 
DVD-A/SACD playback: No 
Networl<ability: YesCyia 
Ethernet 


Tested: Issue 167 
For pries chock visit: 
w ww.tec h radar.com/53Z605 



SAMSUNG 

Blu-ray BD-P36Q0 
£250 Approx 



Top-level Samsung BD spinner 

Highs: Impressive pics and 
sound; 7.1-channel output; DivX 
HD p layback 

Lows: No WMA support; PC 
streaming tricky to set up; Wi-Fi 
requires dongle 

Specifications 

Blu-ray profile; 2.0 
DVD upscaling; Up to 1GBOp 
Analogue audio output: 

Yes (7.1) 

Onboard Dolby TrueHD/DTS- 
HD MA decoding: Yes/Yes 
Dolby TrueHD/DTS-HD MA 
bitstream output: Yes/Yes 
DVD-A/SACD playback: No 
Networkabillty: Ethernet, 
WE-Fi via supplied dongle, 

USB 

Tested: Issue 174 
For price check visit: 
www.tech rada r.C om/629193 



LG 

Blu-ray BD390 
£290 Approx 



Improved players sports more 
features than BD370 


Highs: Excellent performance; 
16B internal storage; Wi-Fi net 
connection ,71 analogue outputs 
Lows: Audio can't match its 
premium BD rivals 

* Specifications 

Blu-ray profile: 2.0 
DVD upscaling: Up to 108Op 
Analogue audio output: 

Yes (7.1) 

Onboard Dolby TrueHD/DTS- 
HD MA decoding: Yes/Yes 
Dolby TrueHD/DTS-HDMA 
bitstream output: Yes/Yes 
DVD-A/SACD playback: No 
Networkability; Yes, via 
Ethernet/Wi-Fi (including 
YouTube), USB 

Tested: Issue 174 
For price check visit: 
w ww.tec h rad ar.com/631706 



PANASONIC 

Blu-ray DMP-BD80 
£350 Approx 



Flagship 2009 deck adds 
YouTube fun to top-class specs 

Highs: Full multichannel 
outputs; superb, detailed 
images; net functionality 
Lows: Uninspired design; 
sluggish loading times 

Specifications 

Blu-ray profile: 2.0 
DVD upscaling: Up to 1080p 
Analogue audio output: Yes 
(71) 

Onboard Dolby TrueHD/DTS- 
HD MA decoding: Yes/Yes 
Dolby TrueHD/DTS-HD MA 
bitstream output: Yes/Yes 
DVD-A/SACD playback: No 
NetworkabiiiLy: Ethernet, 
VieraCasl SD card slot. USB 
2.0 

Tested: Issue 169 

For pries check visit: 

w w w.tee hrada r.com/592252 



Blu-ray PS3Slim 
£250 Approx 


The new Slim version of the PS3 
adds some AV improvements 

Highs: HD gaming, heaps of 
internal memory; bitstreaming 
of HD audio 

Lows: Hungry for electricity; 
remote control costs extra 

Specifications 

Blu-ray profile: 2.0 
DVD upscaling: Up to 1080p 
Analogue audio output: Yes 
(via proprietary dongle) 
Onboard Dolby TrueHD/DTS- 
HD M A decoding: Yes/Yes 
Dolby TrueHD/DTS-HDMA 
bitstream output: Yes/Yes 
DVD-A/SACD playback; No 
Ne [.workability: 2 USB, 
Ethernet. Wi-Fi, Bluetooth 


Tested: Issue 174 

For price check visit: 

w w w.techrad ar.co m/631210 


x 

V 


Editor's Choice... 


Blu-ray BDP-S5000E5 


£1,200 Approx 



'Sonyhas finally released a standalone Btu-ray dedr 
that's comfortably better than its PlayStation 3 
console. This £1,200 entry into the brand's Elevated 
Standard component range is a cinephile-grade 
machine with full Profile 2.0 support, internal decoding 
and bitstreaming of DTS-HD and Dolby TrueHD and 
best-in-dass build quality. Pictures are immensely 
satisfying and its aural performance is exquisite. Well 
worth an audition if you're serious about BD. 

Issue 166 

Far price check visit: www.techradar.com/503019 

aBIS jpsfeM 

Blu-ray profile: 2,0 

DVD upscaling: Up to 1080p 

Analogue audio output: Yes (7.1) 

Onboard Dolby TrueHD/DTS HOMA decoding: Yes/Yes 
Dolby TrueHD/DTS-HD MA bitstream output: Yes/Yes 
DVD-A/SACD playback: No/No 
Networkabillty: MicroVault card slot; LAN port 


Also Recommended 



OPPO 

Blu-ray B DP-83 
£500 Approx 


PHILIPS 

Blu-ray BDP7300 
£230 Approx 


SONY 

Blu-ray BDP-S360 
£190 Approx 


Get a region-hacked US import 
of this universal deck as Oppo 
has currently halted its UK launch 

Highs: Superb audio 
performance; 5ACD & DVD-A 
playback 

Lows: Upscaling is average 

Specifications 

Blu-ray profile: 2.0 
DVD upscaling; Up to 10BOp 
Analogue audio output: 

Yes (71) 

Onboard Dolby TrueHD/DTS- 
HD MA decoding: Yes/Yes 
Dolby TrueHD/DTS-HD MA 
bitstream output: Yes/Yes 
DVD-A/SACD playback: Yes/ 
Yes 

Networkabillty: Yes via 
Ethernet; USB (x2) 

Tested: Issue 175 
Far price check visit: 
w ww.tec h radar.com/reviews 


Debut UK deck from Philips was 
worth the wait 

Highs: Internal 1GB storage; 
multichannel analogue outputs; 
vivid, detailed image 
Lows: Stylised 'curved' look not 
for everyone 

< Specifications 

Blu-ray profile: 2.0 
DVD upscaling: Upto lOSOp 
Analogue audio output: 

Yes (5.1) 

Onboard Dolby TrueHD/DTS- 
HD MA decoding: Yes/Yes 
Dolby TrueHD/DTS-HDMA 
bitstream output: Yes/Yes 
DVD-A/SACD playback: No 
Networkability: Yes via 
Ethernet; USB 


Tested: Issue 175 
Far price check visit: 
www.tec hrada r.cam/640599 


Affordable Sony Blu-ray is a real 
rival to its PS3 

Highs: Stylish design and good 
AV performance; very solid 
construction 
Lows: External memory 
required for BD-Live access 

Specifications 

Blu-ray profile: 2.0 
DVD upscaling: Up to 1080p 
Analogue audio output: 

Yes (stereo only) 

Onboard Dolby TrueHD/DTS- 
HD MA decoding; Yes/Yes 
Dolby TrueHD/DTS-HDMA 
bitstream output: Yes/Yes 
DVD-A/SACD playback: No 
NetworkabiiiLy: Yes. via 
Ethernet 


Tested: Issue 175 
For price check visit: 
www.techradar.com/640599 
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AUDIOVISUAL 

-ONLINE- 


Call 01706 878444 

www.audiovisualonline.co.uk 


Cables / Interconnects AV Receivers Speakers AV Stands and Mounts 

Free Delivery on all Orders Over £10 • Free Installation Advice • Custom Cable Service 


AV Receivers 


AV Stands and Mounts 


Style Speaker Packages - Best up to £500.00 Best Home Cinema Rack f Best Speaker Stands NEW - Sonos BU250 Bundle Deal 



Onkyo TX-SR507 Home Cinema Bundle Deal Qed Reference HD Ml-SR Cable 



ONKYO TX-SR507 

Home Cinema Receiver 

Jamo A102 HCS5 

5.1 Speakers System 

★★★** ■ 
£ 488.98 

Pack Worth £85.00 


Only f 

Free Cable I 




A A A A A 



QED 


Award Winning HDME-SR Cables 
0.5m RRP £80 Now £40.00 
RRP £90 Now £45.00 
RRP £100 Now £50.00 
RRP £110 Now £55.00 
RRP £125 Now £62.50 
RRP £150 Now £75.00 


5 Star Rated QED Speaker Cables 


QED Original Speaker Cable (Yt v-T MSP ! 1 

£3,15 per t metre AAAAA^ 

QED Silver Anniversary 

£4.00 per t metre A ★ * A * 

QED Silver Anniversary XT 

£4.00 par / metre ***** 

QED Silver Anniversary XT Bi-Wire 

£7.70 per / metre A A A A A 

QED Revelation Speaker Cable 

£13.50 per / metre AAA A A 

QED X-Tube XT-400 Speaker Cable 

£20.25 per i metre A A A A A 

QED Genesis Speaker Cable 

£25.00 per / metre A A A A A 

QED Airloc Banana and Spades Available 



www.ffMdoms.ntt ft www.Joumal-plaza.ntt 
































best seat in the house 



For the ultimate experience for your home cinema you need Signature 
Cinema Seats. Visit one of Signatures premier dealers to try them out! 


Approved Dealers 


Huddersfield 

Audiovation 
Contact: Richard 
Tel. 01484 424000 


Hull 

Av Comms Ltd 
Contact: Andy 
Tel: 07888 844946 


Lancashire 

Wired for Living 
Contact: John 
Tel: 0845 6430962 


Northampthamshire 

Just Relaxing 
Contact: Stewart 
Tel: 0845 6425046 


Cheshire 

Smart Homes by Design 
Contact: Dave 
Tel: 0845 6015763 


Southport 

Style Enviroments 
Contact: Steve 
Tel: 0800 7835175 


Cumbria 

The Majik House 
Contact: Tim 
Tel: 01524 273578 


www.signaturecs.co.uk info@signaturecs.co.uk 
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In association with 


Digital Entertainmen 


DVD Players 

Best on test... 



OPPO 

DVD DV-981HD 
£180 Approx 



Excellent multiformat player 
with serious upscaling chippery 

Highs: Excellent video 
processing; DVD-A and SACD 
playback; multi region 
Lows: Average pics from DivX 
files; online purchase only 

-> Specifications 

Upscaling: Up to tOBOp 
Muitlreglon: Yes 
DVD A/SACD: Both 
HDMI out; 1 (plus free cable) 
Component; No 
RGB Scart: 1 

Onboard decoding: Dolby 
Digital, DTS 

Olher formats: CD. MP3, 
WMA, JPEG, MPEG-4, CD-R, 
CD-RW, DivX, DVD+R/-R, 
DVD+RW. DVO-RW 


Tested: Issue 154 

For price check visit: 

w w w.te c h radar, com/240790 



PRIMARE 

DVD DVDilO 
£1,750 Approx 



High-end DVD deck with stereo 
amplifier and DAB/FM/AM radio 

Highs: Superb build quality; 
top-notch picture and sound 
Lows: No DivX, DVD-Audio or 
Super Audio CD support; 
confusing remote 

-* Specifications 

Upscaling: Up to IDS Op 
Multiregion: No 
DVD A/SACD; No. oddly 
HD Ml out: 1 
Component: 1 
RGB Scart: 1 

Onboard decoding: Dolby 
Digital, DTS 

OLher formats: CD, VCD, 

SVCD. CD-R, CD-RW, DVD-R, 
DVD+R, MP3, JPEG 


Tested: Issue 173 
For price check visit: 
w ww.techra da r.co m/620774 



PIONEER 

DVD DV-LX50 
£400 Approx 



DVD component of Pioneer's 
LX range is a star performer 

Highs: Fabulous build and 
styling; quality upscaled picture 
and audio performance 
Lows: Complex onscreen 
display 

Specifications 

Upscaling: Upto1Q80p 
Multiregion: No 
DVD A/SACD: Both 
HD Ml out; 1 
Component;] 

RGB Scart: 1 

Onboard decoding: Dolby 
Digital, DTS 

Other formats: CD, MP3, 

WM A, JPEG, MPEG-4, CD-R, 
CD-RW, DIVX, XviD. DVD+R/ 

-R, DVD+RW, DVD-R W 


Tested: Issue 156 
For price check visit: 
w ww.tec h radar.com/246240 



DENON 

DVD OVD-1 Q 40 
£250 Approx 



Yet another quality upscaling 
deck from Denon 


Highs: 1080p upscaling is tidy; 
SD performance is good too; 
wide format compatibility 
Lows: Bland styling: stereo 
performance could be better 

Specifications 

Upscaling; UptolG80p 
Multiregion: No 
DVD A/SACD: Both 
HDMI out; 1 
Component:! 

RGB Scart 1 

Onboard decoding: Dolby 
Digital, DTS 

Other formats: CD, MP3, 
WMA, JPEG, MPEG-4, CD-R. 
CD-RW, DIVX.DVD+R/-R. 
DVD+RW, DVD-RW 

Tested: Issue 156 
For price check visit: 
www/tee h radar.com/ 365528 



TOSHIBA 

DVD SD490 
£50 Approx 



Budget DVD deck from Toshiba 
gets the job done 

Highs: Well-contrasted picture; 
upscaling makes a difference; a 
doddle to use 

Lows: No USB input: struggles 
with jaggies 

Specifications 

Upscaling: Up to 1080p 
Multiregion; No 
DVD A/SACD: No 
HDMI put; 1 
Component:! 

RGB Scart: 1 

Onboard decoding: Dolby 
Digital, DTS 

Other formats: CD, JPEG,, 
CD-R, CD-RW. DiVX, DVD-R. 
DVD+RW, DVD-RW, SVCD, 
Video CD 


Tested: issue 174 

For price check visit: 

w w w.techra dar.co m/629178 


Also Recommended... 



ON ICY O 

DVD DV-SP406 
£100 Approx 



Quality upscaling at an 
af fordable price 

Highs: Picture quality mainly; 
front-mounted USB jack for 
multimedia playback 
Lows: Bland looks and 
unimpressive build quality 

Specifications 

Upscaling: Up tolQSOi 
M u it i region: No 
DVD A/SACD: No 
HDMI out: 1 
Component: 1 
RGB Scart: 1 

Onboard decoding: Dolby 
Digital. DTS 

Other formats: CD, MP3, 
WMA. JPEG, MPEG-4, CD-R, 
CD-RW. DIVX, DVD+R/-R, 
DVD+RW, DVD-RW 


Tested: Issue 168 
For price check visit: 
www.te eh radar.com/5B6445 



ARCAM 

DVD DV-135 
£900 Approx 



Universal deck that takes DVD 
as far as it can go. Nearly 

Highs: 720p upscaling and CD 
performance 

Lows: No multichannel output 
for SACD/DVD-A, no 1080p 
output mode 

Specifications 

Upscaling: Up to 10801 
Multi region: No 
DVD A/SACD; Both, stereo only 
HDMI out: I 
Component: 1 
RGB Scart: 1 

Onboard decoding: Dolby 
Digital DTS 

Other formats: CD, MRS, 
WMA, JPEG, CD-R, CD-RW, 
DiVX. HDCD, DVD+R/-R, 
DVD-RW, and DVD+RW 


Tested: Issue 149 
For price check visit: 
w ww.techra da r.co m/283946 



DVD DVS450H 
£100 Approx 



Stylish wall-mountable deck 
with USB and DIVX HD supporL 

Highs: Solid DVD playback; 
eye-catching design; DiVX HD 
performance is sLarding 
Lows: Can't be rack-mounted: 
not DTS decoding 

Specifications 

Upscaling: UptolOSOp 
Multiregion: No 
DVD A/SACD: No 
HDMI out: 1 
Component:! 

RGB Scart: No 
Onboard decoding: Dolby 
Digital 

Other formats; CD, MP3, 

JPEG, MPEG-4, MPEG-4 HD. 
CD-R, CD-RW, DiVX.DIVX HD, 
DVD+RAR, DVD+ARW 


Tested: issue 167 
For price check visit: 
www.techradar.com/492983 


Editor's Choice. •• 

DVD XDE'500 £100 Approx 

1 2 3 4 5 

Having crashed and burned with HD DVD, Toshiba 
fought back with this revolutionary upscaling DVD 
player. Powered by the brand's super-powered 
extended Detail Enhancement (XDE) technology, 
it breathes new life into standard DVDs * of which 
most of us have many. Build quality is a little 
Lacking (reflecting the bargain price) but otherwise 
this is an easy product to recommend - with the 
brand's first BD player imminent, watch the price fall. 
Issue 16! 

For price check visit: www.techradar.com/46Q536 



Upscaling: Uptol080p 
Multiregion: No, but hackabie 
DVD A/SACD; Nope 
HDMI out: 1 

Component: 1 (480/576 only) 

RGB Scart: 1 

Onboard decoding: Dolby Digital, DTS 

Other formats: DVQ-R/DVD-RW/CD/CD-R/CD-RW/CD, MP3, 

JPEG, DIVX, XviD 
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132 PVRs -> DVD RECORDERS 


DVD Recorders 


Best on test., 


SONY 

DVDR RDR-HXD995 
£250 Approx 



Heavyweight Freeview* unit 
with features galore 

Highs: Excellent AV 
performance; flexible recording 
modes; multimedia prowess 
Lows: Records 'interactive red 
dot'; possible aerial sensitivity 

Specifications 

Harddisk: 250GB 
Upscaling; 108 Op 
H DM1:1 

Component video: Yes 
(progressive) 

RGB Start in: Yes 
Camcorder input: Yes 
Tuner: Yes. Digital & 

Analogue 

Format: -R/RW. +R/RW 
Dual layer recording: Yes 


Tested: Issue 165 

For price check visit: 

www. tec hrad a r.com/494543 


PANASONIC 

DVDR MR-EX79 
£300 Approx 



2009 DVD/HDD recorder 
improves slightly on the EX78 

Highs: AV performance is first- 
rate; heaps of features and 
recording flexibility 
Lows: No STB control; can't 
copy DivX/JPEG to HDD 

Specifications 

Hard disk: 250GB 
Upscaling: 1080p 
H DM 1:1 

Component video: Yes 
(progressive) 

RGB Start in: Yes 
Camcorder input: Yes 
Tuner: Yes. Digital 
Format: -R/RW, +R/RW, 

-RAM 

Dual layer recording: Yes 


Tested: Issue 169 

For price check visit: 

www.techradar.com/592255 



PIONEER 

DVDR DVR-560HX 
£400 Approx 



Full PC-linked multimedia 
jukebox and DVD/HDD unit 

Highs: Excellent AV 
performance and features 
spread; networkability 
Lows: Jukebox abilities reliant 
on Windows Media Player 

■ Specifications 

Hard disk: 160GB 
Upscaling: lOBOp 
H DM1:1 

Component video: Yes 
(progressive) 

RGBScart in: Yes 
Camcorder input: Yes 
Tuner: Yes, Digital & 
analogue 

Format: -R/RW, +R/RW, 
-RAM 

Dual layer recording: Yes 
Tested: Issue 159 

For price check visit: 
www.techra da r.co m/417978 



LG 

DVDR/3.1 HRT403DA 
£500 Approx 



Convergence king offers 3.1 
audio and HDD/DVD recording 

Highs: Acceptable, punchy 
audio; well-specified recorder; 
quality DVD pictures 
Lows: Lacks DTS support; no 5.1 
upgrade path 

Specifications 

Hard disk: 160GB 
Upscaling: lOBOp 
HDMI: 1 

Component video: Yes 
(progressive) 

RGB Scart in: Yes 
Camcorder input: Yes 
Tuner: Yes. Digital & 

Analogue 

Format: - R/RW, +R/RW. 

-RAM 

Dual layer recording; Yes 

Tested: Issue 165 

For price check visit: 

w w w.tec hrad a r.com/490843 



PANASONIC 

DVD/B DR DMR-B5850 
£1,000 Approx 


Blu-ray/DVD/Freesat/HDD 
recorder is a convergence king 

Highs: Amazingly versatile; 
superb BD record quality; twin 
Freesat tuners; Viera Cast 
Lows: AVCHD dubs to DVD in 
SD; premium price tag 

Specifications 

Hard disk: 500GB 
Upscaling: lOBOp 
HDMI: 1 

Component video: Yes 
(progressive) 

RGB Scart in: Yes 
Camcorder input: Yes 
Tuner: Yes. 2 x Freesat HD 
Format: BD-RE, BD-R, 

DVD-R/RW. +R/RW, -RAM 
Dual-layer recording: Yes 


Tested: Issue 170 

For price check visit: 
www.techradar.com/599118 



RPG DIFFUSOR SYSTEMS - HI-DEFINITION ACOUSTICS 

MAXIMISE THE SURROUND EXPERIENCE 


ABSORBERS DIFFUSORS BASS TOOLS 


RPG EUROPE ARE THE LEADING 
MANUFACTURERS OF ACOUSTIC 
TREATMENTS IN THE UK AND EUROPE. 

FROM HIGH END. FULLY 
INTEGRATED SYSTEMS TO SCALABLE 
ROOM PACKS AND STANDALONE PANELS. 
THERE IS SOMETHING FOR EVERY BUDGET AND 
INSTALLATION REQUIREMENT. 

ALL PANELS ARE MADE TO ORDER 
IN EITHER STANDARD SIZES OR BESPOKE TO FIT 
IN WITH A DESIGN OR SCHEME 


WWW.RPGEUROPE.COM 101303 230944 (MATT@RPGEUROPE.COM 
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In association with 


PVRs 


Best on test... 


dts 
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GOODMANS 

PVR GHD2521F2 
£130 Approx 

HUMAK 

PVR4PVR-9300T 
£200 Approx 

SAGEM 

PVR DTR67500T 
£180 Approx 

HUMAX 

Freesat PVR Foxsat H DR 
£300 Approx 

oeeo© 

00600 

06000 

O06G0 

Budget-priced twin-tuner 
Freeview* PVR with 250GB of 
hard disk storage 

Highs: Superb GUI; competent 

AV performance and large HDD 
Lows: No upgrade path for 
pay-TV. Some editing glitches 

Souped-up Humax drops USB 
socket but boosts HDD capacity 

Highs: Easy and responsive 
to use; fine AV performance; 
well-featured 

Lows: Limited HDMI modes; no 
USB functionality 

500GB Freeview* PVR with 

USB archiving 

Highs: Capacious HDD: flexible 
and intuitive ERG; picture 
quality is excellent 

Lows: No way of importing 
recordings from other devices 

First Freesat HD PVR brings 
extra clout to fledgling system 

Highs: Cinch to operate; good 
performance; ITV in HD; JPEG/ 

MP3 playback 

Lows: Annoying LCD; slow to 
boot up; needs more HD content! 

Specifications 

HDD size: 250GB 

Twin tuners: Yes 

Component output: No 

RGB Scart: Yes 

Cl-slot: No 

Digital tuner: Freeview 
Freeview*: Yes 

- Specifications 

HDD size: 320GB 

Twin tuners: Yes 

Component output: Yes 

RGB Scart: Yes 

CHslot: Yes 

Digital tuner: Freeview 
Freeview*: Yes 

Specifications 

HDD size: 5DDGB 

Twin tuners: Yes 

Component output: Yes 

RGB Scart: Yes 

Cl-slot: No 

Digital tuner: Freeview 
Freeview*: Yes 

Specifications 

HDD size: 320GB 

Twin tuners: Yes 

Component output: No 

RGB Scart: Yes 

CHslot: Yes 

Tuner: Freesat HD (satellite 
-requires dish) 

Freeview*: No 

Tested: Issue 159 

For price check visit: 
www ,tc c h radar.com/418531 

Tested: Issue 162 

For price check visit: 
www.tech radar.com/460642 

Tested: Issue 173 

For price chock visit: 
w w w.tech radar.com/608308 

Tested: Issue 165 

For price check visit: 
www.tec h radar.com/489319 


TOPFIELD 

PVR TF5810PVR 
£350 Approx 


Freeview* PVR with enormous 
500GB HOD 

Highs: Easy to use; PC 
connectivity; upscales Free view; 
twin tuners offer greaL flexibility 
Lows: Competing with high- 
end DVD recorders 

-4 Specifications 

HDD size: 500GB 
Twin tuners: Yes 
Component output: No 
RGB Scarf: yes 
□“Slot: Yes 

Digital tuner Freeview 
Freeview*; Yes 


Tested: issue 156 
For price check visit: 
www.techradar.com/262044 > 



For a daily dose of home cinema, visit... 

WWW. . . . 

omecinemachoice 
.com 


It’s the No.l place for... 

■ Daily news about what’s really 
happening in the world of AV 

■ In-depth features 

| Reviews of new equipment and the 
latest titles on Blu-ray and DVD 


I Gorgeous custom installs and 
readers’ home cinemas 
| Game news and reviews 

■ Blogs 

■ And the biggest PDF archive of 
AV equipment reviews online 
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134 HD PROJECTORS +AV RECEIVERS 


AV Receivers 


Best on test.. 



PIONEER 
AVR SC-LX 82 
£1,900 Approx 



ICE-powered AIR Studios-tuned 
AVR replaces the SC-LX81 

Highs: Punchy, highly detailed 
sound; brilliant features; looks 
fabulous; solid build 
Lows: Pioneer doesn’t do 
height/width processing 

-4 Specifications 

Power: 7 x 190 W (8^1) 
Upscaling via HDMI: Yes 
Tuner; Yes (AM/FM) 

Dolby TrueHD: Yes 
□TS-HD: Yes 
Zone 2: Yes, and 3 
Serial port control; Yes 
THX certification: THX UltraZ 
Plus 

Component input; 3 
HDMi: 5-in, 2-out (vl.3) 
Multichannel input: Yes (7.1) 



SONY 

AVR STR-DA5400ES 
£1,500 Apprax 



Class-leading mid-priced AVR 
with power and poise 

Highs: Excellent build; 
audiophile SACD and CD 
playback; full of power 
Lows: No Ethernet port, THX- 
certification or DAS radio 


-4 Specifications 

Power; 7 x 12GW (8Q) 
Upscaling via HDMi: Yes 
tuner: Yes (AM/FM) 

Dolby TrueHD: Yes 
DTS-HD: Yes 
Zone 2: Yes 
Serial porL control: No 
THX certification: No 
Component input: 2 
HDMI: 5-in. 1-out (vl.3) 
Multichannel input: Yes (7.1) 


Tested: Issue 175 

For price check visit: 

ww w.techrada r.co m/640376 


Tested: Issue 166 
For price check visit: 
www.tethradar.com/503066 



AVR TX-SR607 
£500 Apprax 



Mid-range HD receiver with 
Dolby‘Height’processing 

Highs: Excellent onscreen 
display; twin subwoofer outputs 
lows: Dolby Pro-Logic llznot 
as versatile as Audyssey DSX 


-4 Specifications 

Power 7xl45W(6Q) 
Upscaling via HDMI: Yes 
Tuner; Yes (AM/FM) 

Dolby TrueHD; Yes 

DTS-HD: Yes 

Zone 2: Yes (stereo audio 

only) 

Serial port control: Yes 
THX certification: No 
Component input: 2 
HDMI: 6-in, 1-out (vl.3) 
Multichannel input: No 

Tested: Issue 170 

For price check visit: 

www.techradar.com/59694G 



DENON 
AVR AVR-4310 
£1,900 Apprax 



Audyssey DSX-toting AVR will 
change the way you think about 
speaker placement 

Highs: Awesome sound as 
standard; extra width and 
height channels are a boon 
Lows: Lacks the 9.1 DSX option 

-4 Specifications 

Power; 7 x BOW (8Q) 
Upscaling via HDMI: Yes 
Tuner: Yes 
Dolby TrueHD: Yes 
DT5-HD: Yes 
Zone 2: Yes, and 3 
Serial port control: Yes 
THX certification: No 
Component input; 3 
HDMI: 6-in, 2-out (vl.3) 
Multichannel input: Yes (7.1) 


Tested: Issue 173 

For price check visit: 

w w w.tec hrada r.com/623954 



DENON 
AVR AVR-2309 
£600 Approx 



Mid-range HD audio unit tacks 
networking but sounds superb 

Highs: Fabulous balance with 
HD audio; punchy sound with 
CDs: powerful 

Lows: No networking and only 
1 HDMI output 


-4 Specifications 

Power: 7 x 10QW (80) 
Upscaling via HDMI: Yes 
Tuner: Yes 
Dolby TrueHD: Yes 
DTS-HD: Yes 
Zone 2; Yes 
Serial port control: Yes 
THX certification: No 
Component input; 3 
HDMI: 4-in. 1-out (vl.3) 
Multichannel input: Yes (71) 


Tested: Issue 162 

For price check visit: 

www.techradar.com/466939 


Editor's Choice... 


ARCAM 


AVR SC-LX81 
£3,500 Approx 


1 2 3 4 5 



British manufacturer Arcam arrived late to the HD 
audio party, but the AVR600 is certainly worth the 
wait. Utilising a Class 6 analogue amplifier, this silver 
machine is cool-running and efficient, while an entire 
Toot and branch' overhaul of multichannel AV amp 
design has allowed Arcam to tackle audio jitter head 
on. Yet this isn't purely an audiophile product - it's 
packed with custom install features, offers an insane 
array of connections, and delivers Dolby TrueHD and 
DTS-HD MA Blu-ray mixes with aplomb. A class act 
from a classic brand. 

Issue 174 

For price check visit: www.techradar.com/613252 



Power: 7 x 120W (8£1) 

Upscaling to HDMI: Yes 
Tuner: DAB/AM/FM 
Dolby TrueHD/DTS-HD: Yes/Yes 
Zone 2: Yes and Zone 3 
Serial port control: Yes, 2 
THX certification: No 
Component input: 5 
HDMI: 5-in, 2-out (vl.3) 
Multichannel input: Yes (71) 


Also Recommended... 



NAD 

AVR 7747 
£1,000 Approx 



Excellent AVR offers more grunt 
than its specs suggest 

Highs: Storming all-round 
performance; eases you into 
every film; simple to use 
Lows: No Ethernet or USB 
inputs; DAB costs extra 

-4 Specifications 

Power: 7 x 60 W (80) 
Upscaling via HDMI; Yes 
Tuner: Yes (AM/FM) 

Dolby TrueHD: Yes 
DTS-HD: Yes 
Zone 2: Yes 

Serial port control: Yes 
THX certification: No 
Component input: 3 
HDMI: 4-in, 1-out (vl.3) 
Multichannel input: Yes (7.1) 


Tested: Issue 174 

For price check visit: 

www.techradar.com/629727 



ONKVO 
AVR TX-NR906 
£1,400 Approx 



THX Ultra2 Plus AVR with ISF 
Iweakery isOnkyo's flagship 

Highs: Powerful; superb video 
processor; full-on up front 
sound; networkability 
Lows: Operational issues; build 
quality could be better 

-4 Specifications 

Power: 7 x 200W (6£1) 
Upscaling via HDMI: Yes 
Tuner: Yes 
Dolby TrueHD: Yes 
DTS-HD: Yes 
Zone 2: Yes and 3 
Serial port control: Yes 
THX certification: UltraZ Plus 
Component input: 3 
HDMI: 6-in L 2-out (vl.3) 
Multichannel input: Yes (7.1) 


Tested: Issue 164 
For price check visit: 
www.techra d ar.com//476747 



YAMAHA 
Amp DSP-Z7 
£2,000 Approx 



Trimmed-down version of the 
award-winning Zll 

Highs: Large sound with huge 
bassand plenty of detail 
Lows: Orange display; 
disconcerting pops when 
changing sources 

*4 Specifications 

Power: 7 x MOW (80) 
Upscaling via HDMI: Yes 
Tuner: No (‘net only) 

Dolby TrueHD: Yes 
DTS-HD: Yes 
Zone 2; Yes, and 3 & 4 
Serial port control: Yes 
THX certification: No 
Component input: 3 
HDMI: 5-in, 2-out (vl.3) 
Multichannel input: Yes (5,1) 


Tested: Issue 172 

For price check visit: 

ww w.techrada r.com/612358 
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Projectors 


Best on test... 



DLP Grand Cinema 
C3X1Q80 
£23,000 Approx 



Reference-status PJ with 
brilliant colour management 


Highs: Gorgeous design; small 
form factor; dazzling pictures 
Lows: SD processing isn't quite 
hi-end enough for the price 

-» Specifications 

1920 x 1080 resolution 
HDMI inputs: 2 
Component inputs: 1 
D-Sub: Yes 

Brightness (claimed): NA 
Contrast (claimed); 10,000:1 
Lamp life (claimed): 2,000 
hours 

Fan noise: NA 
24fps: Yes 


Tested: Issue 169 

For price check visit: 

www.1ectiradar.CDm/591731 



EPSON 
LCD + EH-TW3800 
£2,000 Approx 



A flawless example of cutting- 
edge 1080p- LCD PJ technology 

Highs: Quiet in operation; 
looks classy; superb picture; 
easyseLup 

Lows: Higher-end rivals deliver 
deeper black levels 

-» Specifications 

1920x1080 resolution 
HDMI inputs: 2 
Component inputs: 1 
D-Sub: Yes 

Brightness (claimed): 1,800 
ANSI lumens 

Contrast (claimed): 18,000:1 
Lamp life (claimed); 4,000 
hours 

Fan noise: 22dB 
24fps: Yes 


Tested: Issue 167 
For price check visit: 
w ww.techra da rxom/527031 



JVC 

D-ILA HD350 
£3,500 Approx 



Fantastically filmic PJ is a steal 
at £3,500 


Highs: Stunning picture 
quality; runs quietly; easy and 
flexible to setup 
Lows: No direct PC hookup; 
DLP rivals may be brighter 

-►Specifications 

1920 x 1080 resolution 
HDMI inputs: 2 
Component inputs: 1 
D-Sub: No, use HDMI instead 
Brightness (claimed): 1,000 
ANSI lumens 

Contrast (claimed): 30,000:1 
Lamp life (claimed): 2,000 
hours 

Fan noise: 19dB 
24fps: Yes 


Tested: issue 167 

For price check visit: 

w w w.tec hradar.com/532 631 


Also Recommended... 



C1NEVERSUM 
LCoS Black Wing One 
£4,000 Approx 



Sexily-styled French LCoS 
model undercuts JVC and Sony 

Highs: Sharp; colourful 
images; versatile setup 
and installation options 
Lows: Average black level lets 
the Black Wing One down 

Specifications 

1920 x 1080 resolution 
HDMI inputs: 2 
Component inputs: 1 
D-Sub: Yes 

Brightness (claimed): 1,200 
ANSI lumens 

Contrast (claimed): 15,000:1 
Lamp life (claimed): 2,000 
hours 

Fan noise: 2QdB 
24fps: Yes 


Tested: Issue 174 

For price check visit: 
w w w.techr ada r.com/630706 



SANYO 
LCD PLV-Z3000 
£2,000 Approx 



Solid HD performer with a few 
minor niggles 

Highs: Flexible tens settings; 
quiet operation; tasty price 
Lows: Lacks basic nice ties like a 
12V trigger and remote focus; 
black levels aren't best in class 

-► Specifications 

1920x1080 resolution 
HDMI inputs: 2 
Component inputs: 2 
D-Sub: Yes 

Brightness (claimed): 1,600 
ANSI lumens 

Contrast (claimed): 65,000:1 
Lamp life (claimed): N/A 
Fan noise: 19dB 
24fps: Yes 


Tested: Issue 167 
For price check visit: 
www.techra da r.com/532622 



VIVITEK 
OLP-*H9080FD 
£10,000 Approx 



The world's first 'lampless' 

LED projector 

Highs: Excellent colour fidelity: 
great definition; long lifespan 
Lows: Lacks brightness; early 
adopters pay for the innovative 
LED tech 

-►Specifications 

1920x1080 resolution 
HDMI inputs: 2 
Component inputs; 1 
D-Sub: No. use HDMI instead 
for PC hookup 
Brightness (claimed): 1,000 
ANSI lumens 

Contrast (claimed): 15,000:1 
Lamp life (claimed): 4,ODD 
hours 

Fan noise: NA 
24fps: Yes 

Tested: Issue 173 

For price check visit: 
www.techradar.com/620783 



cits 
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OPTOMA 

DLP Themescene HD82 

£2,500 Approx 



A tasty development of a 
distinguished product line 

Highs: Good blacks levels; 
impressive colour performance; 
easy to set up 

Lows: Some dynamic iris noise; 
some DLP rainbow effect 

-► Specifications 

1920 x 1080 resolution 
HDMI inputs: 2 xvl.3 
Component inputs: 1 
D-Sub: Yes 

Brightness (claimed): 1,300 
ANSI Lumens 

Contrast (claimed) 20,000:1 
Lamp life (claimed); 3,000 
hours 

Fan noise: 26dB 
24fps: Yes 


Tested: Issue 173 
For price check visit: 
www*1ectiradarcom/620866 



PANASONIC 
LCD PT-AE3000 
£2,200 Approx 



Excellent all-rounder packed 
with user-friendly features 

Highs: Good black level, 
contrast and colours; flexibility; 
quiet running 

Lows: Needs tweaking for best 
results; no 12V trigger 

-► Specifications 

1920x1080 resolution 
HDMI inputs: 3 
Component inputs: 2 
D-Sub: Yes 

Brightness (claimed): 1,600 
ANSI lumens 

Contrast (claimed); 60,000:1 
Lamp life (claimed): 

2,000 hours 
Fan nose: 22dB 
24fps: Yes 


Tested: issue 166 

For price check visit: 

www.techradar.com/503174 


Editor's Choice. •• 

SXRD VPL-VW850 
£5,400 Approx 

1 2 3 4 5 

The successor to the well-received VW80 again 
shows that Sony's SXRD-branded LCoS wizardry can 
take on any challengers in the high-end projector 
market. The copious picture tweaks available mean 
achieving a truly cinematic picture is a doddle; the 
astonishing contrast ratio and detail levels help, too. 
Add in the 12V trigger, bundled gamma adjustment 
software and near silent running, and we reckon this 
could become an installers’ fave. 

Issue 174 

For price check visit: www.techradar.com/627i26 


Specifications 


1920x1080 resolution 

HDMI inputs: 2 

Component inputs: 1 

PC compatibility: VGA 

Brightness (claimed): 000 ANSI lumens 

Contrast (claimed): 120,000:1 

Lamp life (claimed): 3,000 hours 

Fan noise: 20dB 

24fps: Yes 
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PORTABLE AUDIO CINEMA SYSTEMS 



SAMSUNG BDP1600 


SONY BDPS360 


SONY BDPS 760 


PANASONIC DMRBS850 



Blu-ray Player 

» BLu-ray Player, DVD 1080p Upscale 
» Digital Plus/Dts HD Saun 1 ^ 

£119 


SAMSUNG HTBD1220 




2,1 Blu-ray System 

» Blu-ray PLayer r 1080p Upscale 
» Digrtal Plus/Dts HD Sounc^*^ 

£319 



YAMAHA PDX50 



Wireless Decking Station 

» Lossless wireless transmission 
» iPod/iPhone Dock 


£149 



Blu-ray Player 

» Blu-ray Player, DVD 10BOp Upscale 
» Digital Plus/Dts HD Bourn 


£145 



PANASONIC SCBT200 



£399 



DENON DM37DAB 





Mini Hi-Fi System 

» DAB Radio, CD Player Mp3 Playback 
» 30 W x 2 High Power 


£189 



Blu-ray Player 

» Blu-ray Player, DVD lOBOp Ups< 
» BD-Live, HDMI xl 


£299 


LG HB 954 PB 



7 Free Blu-ray Movies Offer 

5*1 Blu-ray System ppj' j 

» Blu-ray Player. iPod Dock 
» Digital Plus/Dts HD SoundJ 


I 


Jl 

.ii i 


5,1 Blu-ray System 

» Blu-ray Player, DVD Upscale^ 
» Digital Plus/Dts HD Sound. " 


£569 



BOSE COMPANION 5 



2.1 Multimedia System 

» Compact Acoustmas Bass Module 
» Wired Remote 


£289 



Blu-ray Recorder 

» Blu-ray Recorder, Twin Freesat 
» 500GB HDD, HDMI xl ^ 


£749 



SONY DAVDZ 6 S 0 W 


lASssil 

5*1 Home Cinema System 

» DVD Player with lOBOp Upscale 
» HDMI Connection 


£359 



BOSE SCHJNDDOCK 10 


I 


I 


Digital music System 

» iPod Docking Station 
» Remote 

£689 




Home Cinema 

Choose the package you like for a price you’ll lovel 


SEEN IT CHEAPER? CANT FIND 
WHAT YOU’RE LOOKING FOR? 
CALL US NOW 020 8911 0311 


SPEAKER PACKAGES » 

AMPLIFIERS 
& RECEIVERS ^ 

AVR161D 
■ AVR1910 

AVR2310 
Ifl'gMa AVR3310 
AVR4310 
* STRDH800 
RXV36SBL 
fcAVJlfJif J RXV46SBL 
mmil RXV565BL 
RXV765BL 


[Oi/JJJlll DSPZ7BL 


MIS*— 

AM10 

F 1 

AM15 

i 

2000 5.1 PK 

(GLOSS £100 EXTRA! 

■KEF 

KHT1005.2 

HKEF 

KHT2005.3 

HKEF 

KHT3005SE 

HKEF j 

KHT5005 1 

NORMAL 

PACKAGE 

NORMAL 

PACKAGE 

NORMAL 

PACKAGE 

NORMAL PACKAGE 

NORMAL PACKAGE 

NORMAL 

PACKAGE 

NORMAL 

PACKAGE 

PRICE 

PRICE 

PRICE 

PRICE 

PRICE 

PRICE 

PRICE PRICE 

PRICE PRICE 

PRICE 

PRICE 

PRICE 

PRICE 

£1199 

£935 

£1399 

£1075 

£899 

£765 

£949 £755 

£1249 £905 

£1649 

£1185 

£1949 

£1395 

£1299 

£1025 

£1499 

£1175 

£999 

£825 

£1049 £835 

£1349 £1005 

£1749 

£1285 

£2049 

£1495 

£1649 

£1265 

£1849 

£1415 

£1349 

£1095 

£1399 £1115 

£1699 £1245 

£2099 

£1525 

£2399 

£1745 

£2049 

£1585 

£2249 

£1735 

£1749 

£1395 

£1799 £1435 

£2099 £1545 

£2499 

£1835 

£2799 

£2045 

£2749 

£2165 

£2949 

£2325 

£2449 

£1995 

£2499 £1995 

£2799 £2125 

£3199 

£2395 

£3499 

£2625 

£1149 

£965 

£1349 

£1125 

£849 

£695 

£899 £715 

£1199 £945 

£1599 

£1225 

£1899 

£1425 

£1099 

£885 

£1299 

£1025 

£799 

£675 

£849 £675 

£1149 £865 

£1549 

£1175 

£1849 

£1375 

£1199 

£955 

£1399 

£1095 

£899 

£765 

£949 £755 

£1249 £935 

£1649 

£1235 

£1949 

£1435 

£1299 

£1025 

£1499 

£1165 

£999 

£845 

£1049 £835 

£1349 £1015 

£1749 

£1295 

£2049 

£1495 

£1399 

£1095 

£1599 

£1235 

£1099 

£935 

£1149 £895 

£1449 £1065 

£1849 

£1345 

£2149 

£1555 

£1599 

£1245 

£1799 

£1405 

£1299 

£965 

£1249 £995 

£1549 £1195 

£2049 

£1495 

£2349 

£1695 

£2349 

£1825 

£2549 

£1985 

£2049 

£1545 

£1999 £1595 

£2399 £1795 

£2799 

£2095 

£3099 

£2275 

£2799 

£2245 

£2999 

£2385 

£2499 

£2095 

£2449 £1995 

£2849 £2195 

£3249 

£2475 

£3549 

£2695 
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SAMSUNG LE26B450 


SAMSUNG LE32B530 


SAMSUNG P342B430 


SAMSUNG UE46B8000 



26” HD Ready LCD TV 

» Freeview, Wide Color Enhancer 2 
» 3x HDMI Connections 


£299 


SONY KDL32W550QU 


^ _ 1 

Ison y 




TRADE IN 

WflOp 

1 OFFER- 

iinmi 

Is" 



32” HD 1Q8QP LCD TV ■ 

» Freeview, Motionflow 100Hz 
» 4x HDMI Connections 


£569 


LG 26LG4000 


LG 





32” HD 10SOP LCD TV 

» Freeview, Wide Color Enhancer 2 
» 3x HDMI Connections 


£359 



SONY KDL37W55Q0U 





37” HD 1080P LCD TV 

» Freeview, Motionflow 100Hz 
» 4x HDMI Connections J* 


£679 


LG 37LF7700 


-Cb LG 





42” HD Ready Plasma TV 

» 30,000:1 Contrast Ratio 
» 2x HDMI Connections 

£449 


SONY KDL40W5500U 





46” HD 1080P LED TV 

» Freeview, 200Hz Motion Plus 
>> 4x HDMI Connections 

£1599 


SONY KDL46Z5500U 




40” HD 108OP LCD TV 

» Freeview, Motionflow 100Hz 
» 4x HDMI Connections 


£729 


LG 42LH4000 


|CbLG 



46” HD 10BGP LCD TV 

» Freeview, Motionflow 200Hz 
» 4x HDMI Connections 


£1499 



LG 50PS3000 


Q? LG 


4AI- 


26” HD READY LCD/DVD TV 

» Freeview, integrated DVD Player 
» 3x HDMI Connections 


£359 



PANASONIC TXL37S10B 


Panasonic mtuicj 


37” HD 1080P LCD TV 

» Freeview. Smart Networking 
» 3x HDMI Connections 


£549 


SHARP LC32LE600E 




■ 

HD 

izrm 

£100 

hub 

[ CASH BACK - 

Humi 


r _j 




32” HD 1080P LED TV 

» rreeview., Dolby Digital Plus 
» 3x HDMI Connections _ 




£599 


FREE 5YR 
WARRANTY' 


37” HD1080PLCD TV 

» Freesat., 50,000:1 Contrast 
» 3x HDMI Connections 


£499 



PANASONIC T XP46510B 

Panasonic mo 



46” HD 1080P Plasma 

» Freeview, 400Hz Scan 
» 3x HDMI Connections 

£849 

i 



SHARP LC40LE700E 


SHARP m. 


£100 

cash sack ;- 


40” HD1080P LED TV 

» Freeview, 100Hz Scan 
» 4x HDMI Connections 


£999 


42” HD 108QP LCD TV 

» Freeview, Intelligent Sensor 
» 3x HDMI Connections 


£599 



PHILIPS 32PFL74G4H 



50” HD 1080P PLASMA TV 

» Freeview, 2,000,000:1 Contrast 
» 3x HDMI Connections 

£699 



PHILIPS 42PFL9664H 


PHILIPS 

«D*-CJ 



HD 






L'3 


32” HD 1080P LCD TV 

» Freeview, Pixel Precise 100Hz Scan 
» 4x HDMI Connections 


42” HD 1080P LCD TV 

» Freeview, Ambi light Spectra 2 
» 5x HDMI Connections 


£549 


TOSHIBA 19DV615DB 


TOSHIBA Mjn 


£1499 
IJ.uimickiy 



19” HD Ready LCD/DVD TV 

» Integrated DVD and Free^ew 
» lx HDMI Connection 

£199 



32” HD Ready LCD TV 

» Freeview, Active vision 
» 3x HDMI Connections 


£319 


% 


Visit our showroom 

PRC Hi-Fi & Video 
78-80 Cranbrook Road, 
Ilford, Essex, IG1 4NH 
Call 020 8911 0311 


Opening Times: 

Monday to Saturday - 9,00am till 6,00pm 

Sunday - 11,00am tiLl 5.00pm 

Open Bank Holidays - 10am till 5.00pm 

Parking: 

Public parking at TFie Mall Shopping Centre 
Ilford for over 1000 cars. Well reimburse up to 
2 hours parking fee with any visit to our store. 



Mi Fi & Video 

p ±tae pucfosB orfy. *1 itaLk n brand new nsoaM artsrm nnd ftjy fluaiBitsod fa cne-ycsr irten clwltf 
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138 SPEAKERSh SUBS 


Subwoofers 


Best on test... 






BK 

SW XLS200 
£290 Approx 



lOin driver married to high- and 
line-level inputs 

Highs: Deep and extended 
output; disproportionately 
powerful; compact 
Lows: Bland styling 

Specifications 

Frequency response: 
22Hz-100Hz (claimed) 
Amplifier: 275 W 
Driver; lOin 
Weight: 12.7kg 
Enclosure: Sealed 
On-board equaliser: No 
Remote control: No 

Tested: Issue 151 

For price check visit: 

www.techfadar.com/249083 


MARTINLOGAN 

SW Descent I 
£3,250 Approx 



Weapons-grade unit with 
3 x 10 in woofers 


Highs: Superb engineering; 
Reference standard performance 
Lows: Bulky and premium- 
priced; no automated setup 

Specifications 

Frequency response; 
18Hz-120Hz (claimed) 
Amplifier: 500W 
Driver: 3 x lOin 
Weight: 477kg 
Enclosure: Sealed 
On-board equaliser: No 
Remote control: No 

Tested: Issue 167 

For price check visit: 

www.techradar.com/532655 


BOWERS & 
WILKINS 

SW ASW608 
£300 Approx 



Compact subwoofer ideal for 
smaller rooms 


Highs: Excellent grip and 
musical low-end control 
Lows: Limited by its size 

Specifications 

Frequency response: 
23Hz-i40Hz (claimed) 
Amplifier 2Q0W 
Driver: Sin 
Weight: 8.85kg 
Enclosure: Sealed 
On-board equaliser: Yes 
Remote con trol: No 

Tested: Issue 160 

For price check visit: 

www.techradar.com/423217 


VELODYNE 
SW DD-10 
£1,900 Approx 



We love the see-thru version of 
this excellent bass shifter 

Highs: Thrilling performance, 
special edition finishes 
Lows: You can get more muscle 
for the money 

Specifications 

Frequency response: 

18-120HZ (claimed) 

Amplifier: 1.250W 
Driver: lOin 
Weight: 26kg 
Enclosure: Sealed 
On-board equaliser: Yes 
Remote control: Yes 

Tested: issue 158 
For price check visit: 
www.techrada r.com/381347 



VELODYNE 

SW SPL-1200 Ultra 
From £1,400 Approx 



Potent sub - now with custom 
finish options 

Highs; Tight, powerful bass; 
useful auto-calibration 
Lows: Few added benefits over 
the step-down model 

Specifications 

Frequency response: 

21-120Hz (claimed) 

Amplifier: I.20GW 
Driver: 12in 
Weight: 22kg 
Enclosure; Sealed 
On-board equaliser; Yes 
Remote control: Yes 

Tested: Issue 172 

For price check visit: 

www.techradar.com/613234 


News with a view 


— 

TechRadar.com covers the 
stories you want to talk about 

So come along and talk. If you're passionate about technology., you'll 
find lots to keep you interested and plenty of ways to have your say. 
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Deep into technology 
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cits 

In association with 

Digital Entertainment 


Speaker Systems 


Best on test... 



BOSTON 

ACOUSTICS 

5.1 VS Series 
£5,500 Approx 



PIONEER 

5.1 EX Series 
£11,000 Approx 



CARASSE 

5.1 EOLE2 


£1,200 Approx 



TEUFEL 

5.1 System 9 
€4,400 Approx 



MISSION 

5.1 79 Series 
£2,400 Approx 


Gorgeous-looking, hi-tech 5-1 
system for serious cinema 

Highs: Enormous sound; 
scintillating HF performance 
Lows: Subwoofer feels 
underpowered compared to 
surrounds 


A stunning 5.1 system, to match 
the brand's high-quality 
components 

Highs: Breathtaking accuracy; 
beautiful imagery and detail; 
sexy design and solid build 
Lows: Demands specific room 
placement 


Quirky-looking 5.1 sub/sat 
system 

Highs: Design and build; 
flexible mounting; warm, 
involving voice 
Lows: Slightly rough high 
frequencies; power handling 
disappoints; limited bass 


Potent THX UltraZ-system with 
industrial styling and build 

Highs: Great bass extension; 
huge scale and accuracy; 
pleasing to look at, too 
■Lows: Stands or wall bracket 
fittings are extra; subwoofer is 
huuuuuge! 


Floor-standing system with 
innovative side-firing bass drivers 

Highs: Sophisticated and 
dean-sounding; excellent stereo 
imagery; easy on the eye 
Lows: Not the most powerful 
or deepest bass in its class; 
won't go super-loud 


Specifications 

Power handling: 2 x 400,3 x 
250W 

Rears: Direct radiating 
Subwoofer: 1 x 500W 
Finish: Wood; Bookshelf: No 

Tested: issue 173 
For price check visit: 
www.techradar.com/623230 


-4 Specifications 

Power handling: 5 xlbQW, 
Rears: Direct radiating 
Subwoofer: 250 W 
Finish; Gloss; Bookshelf: 
Rears (at a stretch...) 

Tested: issue 170 
For price check visit: 
www.techradar.co m/597086 


-> Specifications 

Power handling: 5 x 70W, 
4xl00W 

Rears: Direct radiating 
Subwoofer; 250W 
Finish; Gloss; Bookshelf: Yes 

Tested: Issue 169 

For price check visit: 

www.techradar.com/591911 


-4 Specifications 

Power handling: 3 x 240W, 1 
xlSDW 
Rears: Dipole 
Subwoofer: 70 OW 
Finish: Alu; Bookshelf; No 

Tested: Issue 166 

For price check visit: 

www.techradar.com/502B70 


-4 Specifications 

Power handling: 5x 200W 
Rears: Direct radiating 
Subwoofer: 300W 
Finish: Gloss; Bookshelf: 
Rears only 

Tested: Issue 171 

For price check visit: 

w w w.tec h radar.com/605119 


Also Recommended... 




IA MO 

5.1 A102HC55 

£330 Approx 


ii!! 

ACOUSTIC 
ENERGY 

5.1 Radiance 5,1 
£3,000 Approx 



MJ ACOUSTICS 

5.1 Xeno 
£300 Approx 


Good-value 5,1 system with 
living-room-friendly size/looks 

Highs: Relaxed, intelligible 
dialogue presentation; available 
online for as little as £200 
Lows: Subwoofer lacks real 
subterranean power; small 
satellites lend a rawness to 
the audio 


Beautiful big box array delivers 
effortless, dean sound 

Highs: Fluge scale and volume; 
plenty of treble detail; ample 
bass weight from the front 
speaker 

Lows: Subwoofer is a little 
lacklustre 


Stylish 5.1 sub/sat system with 
remarkable voice 

Highs: Compact design; strong 
centre channel; feisty, versatile 
subwoofer 

Lows: Lacks the scale of 
dispersion required for larger 
rooms 


-4 Specifications 

Power handling; 5 x 60 W 
Rears: Direct radiating 
Subwoofer: 20OW 
Finish: Cherry; Bookshelf: No 


-4 Specifications 

Power handling: 2x200W, 
3x150 

Pears: Direct radiating 
Subwoofer; 200W 
Finish; Wood; Bookshelf: No 


-4 Specifications 

Power handling: 4 xlQOW, 

1 x 120 W 

Rears: Direct radiating 
Subwoofer: 12QW 
Finish: Gloss; Bookshelf: Yes 


Tested: Issue 170 

For price check visit: 

www.techfadar.com/597043 


Tested: Issue 175 

For price check visit: 

w w w.techrada r.com/6270B6 


Tested: Issue 161 

For price check visit: 

www.techradarjCom/423010 


Editor's Choice. •• 

5.1 XQ Series 
£5,000 Approx 

1 2 3 4 5 __ 

This KEF 5.1 array 
mixes standmount 
surrounds with two 
hulking floorstanders , 

to deliver a massive 
cinematic audio 

experience that* s hard to fault - an ideal blend 
of deep bass, spacious mid-band and crystal clear 
treble. The design is gorgeous, too - another KEF 
masterclass in gloss black cabinets (curved to reduce 
internal reflections) and clearly taking a lead 
from the brand's awe-inspiring Reference system. 
Other variants of the speakers are available, so you 
can spec a more affordable, smaller-room setup 
should you wish. 


Tested: 


Issue 174 

For price check visit: www.techradar.com/629165 



Power handling: 2 x 200W, 2 x 120 W, 1 x 150W 

Rears: Direct radiating 

Subwoofer: 1 x 20 OW 

Finish: Gloss 

Bookshelf: No chance 
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We've been designing and installing home 
cinema tor over 15 years, and our company 
has been established for over 60. 


You can visit our new showrooms in north 
London to get a taste of what we can do. 
Whatever your budget, we can help. 


Award Winning Home Cjnema ——— 

As a LucasFilm THX accredited installer we U6SIQIT iX I F1STQ 11Q TI OII 

can heln Iran snort the movie exnerience = _ 


< The stunning Fanmnk IXP4611 


Panasonic 

LCD & Plosmo specioiist 

5 year warranty 

all Panasonic LCD & Plasma TVs 
until 24/12/09 


THE LONDON 

HOME CINEMA 

COMPANY 


Find out more at www.londonhomednema.co.uk 

or call us on 020 8370 1825 

870-878 Green Lanes London N21 2RS 



Solutions for better music & movies ™ 

Request a FREE catalogue pack 
gatawww.ru5sandrews.com/catalogue 
or phone us on 0845 345 1550 

• Mail Order Direct " [=iES5, 

* Cale Upgrade Scheme _ "™ 

A* • FREE Delivery comnecttiei>| - 


A, * FREE Delivery 

(orders over £ 100 
^ In UK Mainland) 


%s 




•« 

!-« 


Exclusive UK Retailer for 


HD equipment demands high 
performance connections 


KIMBER have developed their HD-T9 1 

HDMI cable to preserve the integrity of v _ 

high definition digital signals.Silver-plated 

large gauge copper conductors and an innovative 

tri-shield design ensure vivid image clarity and deep, : j£&****~ wtunm-m 

accurate colours. HD-19 offers full HDTV support, 

including future formats. ■■■■■■■■■“ 

Kimber HD 1 9 HDMI cable 'reproduction of colours remained bright 

£1 31 for 0 5 m, £1 47 fori m and vMd and de P th of field 

Available in lengths up to 20m. impressed too. It could only be top marks for this one.' 

What HI-FI? Sound and Vision 


lest time to connect British made 
Wes in your hifi system 

Why Black Rhodium - Over 75% of Black Rhodium sales are of cables 
manufactured in the UK. Only HDMI, Optical cables and some home cinema 
speaker cables are made outside the UK. 


^>lack^^ 


lack Rhodium 

Made in England 



Look for ‘MADE IN ENGLAND' 
or 'MADE IN THE UK' printed 
on the side of the cable. 


For FREE Factsheet to discover how British made cable can improve sound quality & enhance your enjoyment of music 




Email: info@blackrhodium.co.uk or Phone: 01332 342233 
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LINKSYS 
Media Server 
NMH410 £350 Approx 

ooeoo 

The poster boy of the new 
NAS generation 

Highs: Beautifully built and 
whisper quiet; intelligent 
syncing with your PC 
Lows: No integrated BitTorrent 
support; won't stream DRM- 
lashed content 


LOGITECH 
Remote control 
Harmony 1100 
£350 Approx 



Upgrade from the 1000 adds 
new software, GUI and layout 


Highs: Massive, and expanding, 
online database of control 
codes; macro setup; user-friendly 
Lows: RF control is only 
available as an extra 


-> Specifications 

Drive Bays; 2 SATA (one pre¬ 
installed with 1TB HDD) 

2 x USB ports 

PC backup with NT I Shadow 

software 

DLNA15 certified 


Tested: Issue 172 
For price check vi sit: 
vvww.te rii radar.com/613297 


Specifications 

3.5 in colour touchscreen 
Lithium-ion battery 
Charging station 
USB cable 
Quick-start guide 
AC adapter 


Tested: Issue 168 
For price check visit: 
w ww.techra da r.co m/586508 



POPCORN HOUR 
NAS media streamer 
A-tlO £260 Approx 



A flexible multimedia streamer 
with an online cult following,.. 
Highs: Quiet in use; insanely 
versatile; extensive connections; 
HD streaming works well 
Lows: Simple construction; 
inadequate manual 


Specifications 

256MB DDR SDRAM; 32MB 
Flash memory 
NAS access: SMB, NFS, FTP 
Dolby TrueHD and DTS-HD 
audio passthrough 
Extensive file support 


Tested: issue 169 

For price check visit: 

w w w.tec h radar.com/592095 



LUCIE 
HD media centre 
La Cinema Black 
Max £390 Approx 



Sleek-iooking media server with 
PVR functionality 

Highs: Excellent AV 
performance; clear and intuitive 
menus; compatible with a huge 
range of media 

Lows: Quite an expensive way 
to do what it does 


-► Specifications 

500GB HDD 

tOBOi upscaling of SD movies 
DVB-T tuner 
MPEG-1, MPEG-2/HD. 
MPEG-4, DIVX.XViaH.264 
HD.WMV9 HD video codec 
support 


Tested: Issue 170 
For price check visit: 
wwvwtethradar.com/599128 



TECHNISHT 

Free sat H D receiver H DFS 

£190 Approx 



Freesat HD receiver with added 
technical flair 

Highs:: Fast auto install; fine 
performance; lip-sync facility; 
'unlocked' Ethernet capability 
allows networking 
Lows: Can instruct a 5cart-fed 
recorder, but lacks a Series Link 
facility 


-k Specifications 

Freesat HD tuner 
Ethernet port 
2 x Scarf (1 RGB) 

USB port/Card readers for 
JPEG; MPEG-2 and MP3 
playback 

Optional Wi-Fi dongle 


Tested: issue 175 
For price check visit: 
w ww.techra d a r.co m/629186 


Also Recommended... 



HAUFPAUGE 
PVR HD PVR 
£150 Approx 



Back up your Sky+- HD box via 
component 

Highs: Supplied with 
comprehensive software suite 
Lows: No built-in storage; 
requires powerful PC 

-k Specifications 

USB; Yes-use this to 
hookup to your PC 
Component, S-video, stereo 
and optical digital audio (use 
the latter for recording Dolby 
Digital 5.1) 


Tested: issue 165 
For price check visit: 
www.techradar.com/490892 



WYPLAY 

Media player Wyplayer 

£430 Approx 



Twin-tuner PVR with 
networking nous 

Highs: Incredibly flexible and 
powerful 

Lows: Overdesigned GUI; 
annoying remote; pricey 

-k Specifications 

Twin digi tal tuners 
HDMI output to lOBDi 
Optical audio output 
Ethernet/whfi 
5DDGB HDD 
3 x USB 2.0 host 
MPEG-1/2, MPEG-4 
(AVC/H.264); WM9, XviD 
and DivX file support 


Tested: Issue 174 
For price check visit: 
www.techrada r.com/618263 



SHARKOON 
Gaming Headphones 
X-tatic £110 Approx 



Dolby Digital 5.1 cans add 
another level to gaming 

Highs: Creates truly immersive 
audio and a believable bubble 
of sound; comfortable to wear 
Lows: No wireless option 

-4 Specifications 

8 speakers (4 in each 
earpiece) 

PS3, Xbox and Xbox 360 
chat function 
Sound control unit: 1 x 
optical input; 2 x analogue 
audio; 3 x analogue 3.5 mm 
audio outputs; DD 2.0,5.1 
and Pro-Logic decoders 


Tested: Issue 169 

For price check visit: 

www.techradar.com/592328 


Editor's Choice... 


IOMEGA 


NAS storage 
StorCenter 1X2 
£320 

1 2 3 4 5 

This diminutive 2TB NAS 
device from Iomega 
(with painless 
installation, two-disk 
RAID array, USB 2.0 
ports and Bluetooth 
connectivity) makes PC 
backup and network 
media distribution 
a doddle. And it looks 
sexy, too. 



Issue 167 

For price check visit: 
w ww.techra dar.com/532738 

-F Specif icat ions 

2 TB capacity 
Windows PC, Mac OS and 
Linux compatible 
Two USB 2.0 ports (host, to 
connect external HDD or 
printers) 

10/1Q0/1000Mbps Ethernet 
connection 


Top Five Blu-rays 

Got a Blu-ray player? Then get these titles... 

- 1 

Children of Men 

Riveting sci-fi gets the HD release it deserves 

11 as 4 5 

Battlestar Galactica: Complete Series 

AIL the Cylon-fused adventures in one box 

1 2 3 4 5 

Braveheart: XV Anniversary Edition 

A thunderous HD debut for Gibson's epic 

iS. 3 4 5 

Watchmen: Director's Cut 

Adult-friendly comix adaptation 

1 2 3 4 5 

24: Season Seven 

Jack Bauer's back, and feeiing Blu 
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GEAR GUIDE DIRECTORY 


TO ADVERTISE HERE CALL 0207 042 4253 


CINEMA SHOP 


Cinema-Skoh. eo.uk. I s h 0 p : 

( v I Had lei 


244 London Road 
Hadleigh Essex SS7 2DE 


I Online: www.cmema-shop.co.uk 

Phone: 01702 554100 






* 


®dw~m)y 

HQSuns&Ti 

www.tiluray-upgrades.com 


We are first in UK to modify these machines! 

m hMSMfe Blu Rcy Pluyyn 

Panasonic 


© can upgrade moat 
player* and reconfers 
Most Panasonic mode 
can be modified 
While U Wait Service 


Blurry irfan d 
ewiMJ-w^lenl 


The World’s First Multiregion Upgrade for Blu-ray 

We can provide an advanced chipping and reprogramming service 
lor most top brand blu-ray players, including Sony, and Pioneer 


Pioneer. BDP-LX series 
Panasonic DMP-BD series 
Panasonic SG-BT senes 
Panasonic DMR-BS series 
Sony BDP-S series 

Phone or see web site 
or more details! 


New! Panasonic 0Kmy Horn© Cinema System, modification for mullizon© blu-ray!! 



Multiregion Upgrades to mosl f 


P#on< 



AV Receiver 


Free iPod when you buy selected AV Amp together with Blu-ray Player 


Cheek Website for Applicable Models 


Ob-Ray 




Panasonic 

Blu-ray Recorder 
with Freesat DMH ■S/'lO 


AV RECEIVER AND BLU-RAY PLAYER 




Crnefrsa-iuhC3p co uh 


* 

freesat 


Twin Freesat Tuners 
Record 2 channels at once 
250Gb Hard Disk Recording 
Record HD from BBC r LTV 

was £899 NOW £649 


HOME CINEMA 


Experience the Digital World! 


Custom Home Installations 

At my digital lounge we work with you to create 
the Audio Visual System thats perfect for you. 


OUR SERVICES: 

•Plasma, LCD & LED TV 

• Home Cinema Systems 

• Multi Room Audio & Video 

• High Definition & Blu-Ray 

• AV Furniture 

• Lighting Control & Mood Lighting 

and Much More! 




Come instore to visit our showrooms 
and find out how we can help you 




SONY V\lO 


Panasonic maranti harman karttotV 


JVC 


.co.uk 


:W : my digital Lounge 

*. .* Integrated Home Entertainment 


SHARP LOEWE. ©YAMAHA 


298 Uxbridge Road, 
Hatch End, Pinner HA5 4HR 

020 8421 6677 


www.freedowns.net St www.Joumflf-pteffl.wf 






































































OR EMAIL tony.martin@futurenet,co.uk 




Call for Prices 


PROTECTORS & SCREENS 


TH^FVIE 


Thprne^rpni* HDR? 


7 Ulfl> 


Other Pack* 


aval able 


7ft Grandview 
Cyber Elec 
£2695 


8ft Grandview 
Cyber Elec Screen 
£3995 


intOAV 


For more information CALL us on 014 3831 1625 wwwJntoav.com 


Check our web&tte for latest deals and special offers 

www.projectorsareus.co.uk ggg £31 J 

projectorsareus@btlntemet.com Tel: 01403 272931 


STANDS & MOUNTS 


Open Mon -Thurs 9am - 5pm, 
Fri 9am - 1 pm 


To order or for advice please call 

01438 347570 


All major credit cards, 
cheques and cash accepted. 


*■5 metre H D M 


h i, every b 

t 


Universal 5 win gout Arm 
tor LCD (Model AMI) 


Universal Tllt PJvol Mount 
f«r LCD (Model PTM| 


'“f f 


Our price £44 95 
RHP 


Our price £31.93 
HAP £49.95 


Universal Fla* Mount (for 
Ifi-KT Displays 


Unlvensirkli Mount tot 
ze-ttr Displays 


H Hp 


Our price 114.95 
for 26-37-Display 
Our price 09.95 


Our price 04.95 
fur 26-3 7 n Display 
Our price 09.95 
for 37-63 r Display 


Stand/tables 

from 

£87.99 


Cable and shelf 
management 
systems from 

£99.99 


Over 50 different products for your Plasma/LCD screen 


Item* can be viewed in our showroom. Visit us of 
11 ©oulton Road, Pin Green Industrial Estate, 
Stevenage, Hertfordshire SGI 4QX 


Save 10% by ordering online - Use HCCHOICE promo code 


Order by calling 01438 747202 
or buy online at www.a2000systems.co.uk 


www.frmdowns.net ft 


Buying a new LCD or V 
Why pay High Street * 


*tmz 1 1 L r j inm n nw* 


Manufactures of Plasma/LCD wall brackets, 
stands and cable management systems 


Wall 

brackets 

from 

£50 


JVC DLA-HD550 


JVC DLA-HD95G 


JVC DLA-HD350 PROJECTOR WAS £3500 NOW £2995 
EPSON EH TW5800 PROJECTOR WAS £3500 NOW £2995 
DVDO ISCAN VP-30 VIDEO PROCESSOR WAS £1,300 NOW £695 


Horsham HiFi & 
Homo Cinema 

★ SIM2 UK’S TOP INDEPENDENT DEALER 

★ EXPERT ADVICE & INSTALLATIONS 


SUPPLIER OF ALL MAKES OF SCREEN INCLUDING DA-UTE, STEWART, VUTEC 


• CONTRAST RATIO 10,000:1 

• BRIGHTNESS 2500 ANSI 
LUMENS 


• CONTRAST RATIO 35,000:1 

• BRIGHTNESS 3000 ANSI 
LUMENS 


SIM2 CSX 
1080 


SI M2 CSX LUMIS 


EPSON EH-TW5500 


GRANDVrW 

Series 


The firmest Home 
Cinema Screens 


Up to 70cm top border on Bectric Screens 


I Heavy guage American made 
I multiply sere 
I material 


Everything a screen 
should be 


12 Volt 
trigger 


Built in IR Remote 

Manual up and 
down ovende 


Electric with built in IR Remote & 12 Volt Trigger 

6ft 

16:9 (viewable area 67' x 38") 

1485 

7ft 

16 9 (viewable area 60' x 45") 

C525 

8ft 

16:9 (viewable area 92" x 52") 

C569 

Manual with slow retraction system 

6ft 

1 16 9 (viewable area 67" x 38") 

£209 

7ft 

1 6:9 (viewable area 80" x 4 5") 

£229 


16:9 (viewable area 92" x 52") 


Fixed Frame screens Available in Velvet Finish - All in stock 

Projector Package Deals 


Unique discreet 
mounting system for 
wait fixing 























































GEAR GUIDE DIRECTORY 


TO ADVERTISE HERE CALL 0207 042 4253 




LIGHTING 


HD GABLES AND CONNECTIONS 


3x1 HDMI 
switch 


Please see 
website for latest 
prices 


www.TVCables.co.uk 

FOR THE BEST UK PRICES OK QUALITY AV CABLES 

sales@fvcables.co.uk 020 7100 4874 


Starscape * 

Fibre Optic and LED Lighting * 


7 Main Street, Lowick, Berwick upon Tweed, Northumberland, TD15 2UD. 
info@starceiling.co.uk Tel: (01289) 388399 Fax: 388507 

www.starceiling.co.uk 


PROJECTOR SCREEN & ACCESSORIES 


Friendly advice and support for your 
project. 


lilND'Y© jmiiwmimi 

CONNECTION PERFECTION 


AND MANY 
MORE 


t r ff nhlK 


HDMI 

cables 


680201 1m HDMI £27.89 
680202 2m HDMI £3193 
680205 5m HDMI £59.99 
680209 10m HDMI £94.09 
680207 15m HDMI £128.99 


Perfect for connecting 
HD DVD, Blu Ray DVD 
and Sky HD etc 


70020 2 (XS202) 2m HDMI £52,99 
700205 (XS205) 5m HDMI £74.99 


3x1 HDMI 

switch, suitable 
for all HD 
resolutions 
including 1080p 
Price £23.99 


We supply Fibre Optics and LED lighting 
systems to trade and DIY customers. 


Linear LED flexible tape or rigid strips, 
single colour or RGB with a range of 
controllers and power supplies. 


Custom made fibre optic harnesses to 
suit any room size or off-the-shelf kits. 


■ ■ ■) Authorised Dealer of AH Major UK Brands ^yy p^y 

"Si hifi.com INTEREST FREE CREDIT for 9 Months 

PLASMA & LCD TV I DVD/HDD & BLU-RAY I HOME CINEMA I HI-FI & PORTABLE AUDIO I CAMCORDERS & CAMERAS I CAR HIFI & NAVIGATION 


Outstanding Value Projection Screens 


Tab Tension 
£495 


16.9 

Stio £ 

203 x 114. .. 495 

234 x 132. __ 557 

266 x 150. . 615 

300 x 168 . 72S 

Superb Quality Matt Whlto Tab-Tana Ion 
Screen. Built-in Radio Remote Control. 

AM Round Screen Borders White Screen 
Housingi/Easy Fitting. 


Fixed Frame 
£145 


16.9 

Sire £ 

177 x 100... .. . 145 

203 x 115. ...... 176 

234 x 132,.... ,. 245 

299 x 168 .... . 348 

351 X 495 ...... . 495 


I Matt White Surface Supplied with a 

-h nousmgfcasy rmmg, I-I Black Velvet Coated Aluminium Frame, 

All Prices Include VAT + Carriage/Next Day Delivery, 

Also Available Manual/Floor/Rear Projection Screens. Pius Screen Material by the Metre. 


DRH Screens Ltd 

Unit 3 The High Cross Centre 

Fountayne Road 

London N15 4QW 


50 YEARS OF SCfifEN 
MANUFACTURING 




Screens 


QUALITY SCREENS AT LOW PRICES 

visit www.drhscreens.co.uk 
or call 020 8885 5504 


WEB DIRECTORY 


flVTocicLeo.uk 


Toad's NEW Bundle Offers Online NOW1 
Cels 01891 899891 


j: 


HITACHI JVC *1- 


SHARP SONY TOSHIBA 


Top Brands. Lowest Prices. Call 020 8924 7744. 

www.rgbdirect.co.uk 


rgblU 


www.freedowns.net St Yiww.JoumQl~pUna.net 




















































OR EMAIL tony.martin@futurenet,co.uk 



PROJECTOR SCREENS 


Crosby & Bown 


Projector Screen Specialists 
Tel: 01636 639 900 

Online Sales & Ebay Shop 

www.CrosbyandBownLtd.co.uk 

stores.shop.ebay.co.uk/Crosby-and-Bown 


HOME AUTOMATION 


The smartest way to 
transform your home 


At Custom Electronic Design 
we have a passion for 
excellence in everything we 
do and aim to exceed our 
customer's expectations. 

Our system designers are 
equally at home with Hi-end 
Audio as they are with Home 
Cinema, Lighting Design, 
Smarthome Control Systems 
and Multiroom Audio and Video. 


Certified to CEDI A standards in 
system design & installation. 

From invisible speakers in 
your dining room to true high 
definition Home Theatre, we 
will have the solution for you, 

T . 01784470881 

sa |es@c ustomelectron icdesig nxo.uk 
w wwxustome lectron icd esi g n xo.u k 


electronicdesign 


Smart Home Solutions Home Cinema Hi-Fi Lighting 





Demonstration Studios 
Cinema Theatre 
Home installation 
Multiroom Specialists 
In House Service Dept 
Mail Order Available 
ii- 


159 High Street. Bloxwich, Walsall 

01999 493499 


Late Night Thursday | 


www.soundacademy.co.uk 


AV SPECIALIST! 


Home Cinema 
aiieetjillNtN 


Full Home Automation. 


THX Certified Professional 
Home Theatre 1 

In-si ore Demo Room 
(pictured above) 

44 Main St. Mexborough Yorks S64 9DU 

TIL: 01709 SS70B7 07031030197 
www.ethomecinema.co.uk 


TO ADVERTISE 
HERE CALL 
0207 042 4253 
OR EMAIL 
tony.martin@ 
fulurenet.co.uk 



www.fnedown5.mt St Yfwwjouttwtl-pksze^iwt 
































146 www.homecinemachoice.com 

COMING NEXT IN 


=pcc' # 


*\T\® 


/ 




\ 


Possibly the teeniest, 
tastiest speakers in the 
world, the minute 
Waterfall SERiO sub/ 
sat system goes under 
the HCC microscope... 


->Next issue's highlights the 1 st ever hcc movie awards 

We applaud the best Blu-rays and DVDs of the year! TOSHIBA joins the LED revolution with its 
46SV685DB superscreen TV SUPERTEST A swathe of big-brand 42in screens battle it out for 
residency in your living room PLUS: All the latest news, Blu-ray/DVD reviews and more 


CONTENTS SUBJECT TO CHANGE, BUT ONLY FOR THE BETTER 



46” 1080P FULL HD PLASMA TV 
WITH BUILT IN FREESAT-HD 


• 600 Hz Picture 
Processing 

• 3 HDMI Inputs 

• 2 , 000 . 000:1 
Contrast Ratio 

• SD Card Slot 


1C 

Model: TX-P4GG10B 


CALL US NOW FOR OUR 

YWOW 

LATEST PRICE C 



SONY 

BLU-RAY PLAYER WITH 
BD-LIVE ACCESS 

* lOSOp Output via HDMI 

* Up-scales Standard DVDs 

* 24p True Cinema Playback 

* Full HD Audio Decoding 


CALL US NOW FOR OUR 

LATEST PRICE 


3F 1080P FULL HD LCD TV 
WITH BUILT IN FREESAT-HD 

• 50,000:1 Dynamic Contrast Ratio 

• Twin XD Engine 

• 3 HDMI Inputs 

• 1020 x 1080 Resolution 


CALL US NOW FOR OUR 

LATEST PRICE 


Model: BDP-S36Q 


f 


I 

1 

- - 

J 





Harm **> 

. 


digital (VI 


26” HD READY 
VIERA LCD TV 

* 720P / lOBQi Resolution 

• 3 HDMI Inputs 

* 24P Playback & Game Mode 

• V-Audio Surround 


CALL US NOW FOR OUR 

LATEST PRICE 


digitaifvj Harm 0 « Js 




Pana 

Model: TX 


digital EO 


sonic 

(-L2BX1 OB 


HD HDmi 


42” 1DB0P FULL HD 6D0HZ 
VIERA PLASMA TV 

* 1920 x 1080 resolution 
/600Hz Image Processing 

* THX Certified Display * 4 HDMI Inputs | 

* Integrated Freesat HD 


CALL US NOW FOR OUR 

LATEST PRICE 


Panasonic 

Model: TX-P42V10B 


freesat. digital 


HDmi 


5.1 DVD HOME CINEMA 
SYSTEM 

* 1000W Power Output 

* 1080P Up Scaling via HDMI 

* Multiple Playback formats 

* Multiple Audio Decoders 


CALL US NUW FOR OUR 

LATEST PRICE 



HDmi 


7-CHANNEL SURROUND 
AV RECEIVER 

• lOSOp-compatible HDMI (4 in/1 out) 

• On-screen display 

* Multiple HD Audio Format Decoders 

* High Picture & Sound Quality 


CALL US NOW FOR OUR’ 

LATEST PRICE 


©YAMAHA 

Model: RX-V5G5 



HDmi 


42" 1080P FULL HD 
REEZfl LCD TV 

• 1920 k 1080 Resolution 

• Resolutions- Technology 
*4 HDMI Inputs 

• 50,000:1 Dynamic Contrast Ratio 


CALL US NOW FOR OUR* 

LATEST PRICE, 


ewinowH 
flvaiw p 


TOSHIBA 

Model: 42RV635DB 
Model: 37LF77D0 


dmitall /I 


HDmi 


call or check online @ www.digitaldirect.co.uk 


FREE 

EXPERT TECHNICAL 

ADVICE 


BUY NOW 
PAY 2010 


ON ALL ORDERS OVER £400 


HUGE VARIETY OF 

ACCESSORIES 

AVAILABLE 


SALES HOTLINE 
OPENING TIMES 

MONDAY-FRIDAY 
9AM- 11PM 
SUNDAY 
10AM-11PM 


WE ACCEPT: 




All offers, pricES and stock are subjecl to availability and change. All goods remain thE property of Digital Direct until paid in lull. In line with Ife Distance Selling Regulations 2000 you may cancrf your order within seven working days. This must he lone in 
the form of a letter, fa* or email; a telephone tall does nnl constitute cancellation. All goods accepted for return under this regulation must he in their original bon anil packaging and returned through your nwn courier. We expect such gnods to he brand, new 
with all accessories in pristine cimdHinn. Goods that are not kept in lliis manner will be subject tD a handling Ies af 2b% of Hie purchase prica We deliver unly within mainland UK. Full lerms and conditions of Hie sale are availahlE at www.digitaldirect. 
co.uk/tfirms/. The terms nl sale do not affect your statutory rights. All calls are recorded for training purposes. *Lo-Call *calls to 0844 numbers are charged at 5p per minute from a BT ling other mobiles and other networks/proviilers mary vary. Rices correct at time of print. 


www.fnedoms.net ft www.Joumal-plaza.net 















































The UK's first Blu-ray recorder allows you to watch 
breathtaking BLu-ray movies in stunning High Definition and 
even download extra bonus features through BD-Uve, 

But that s just the beginning. You can also store and manage 
all your HD home movies and photos without ever touching a 
PC, access internet content including YouTube and Picasa, 
watch subscnption-free High Definition programmes through 
Freesat + and save HD content to BLu-ray disc. 

Because HD at your fingertips matters. 

EVERYTHING MAHERS. 


Movie images appear courtesy of Twentieth Century Fox ITome Entertainment Ltd. Billy Connolly: Journey To The Edge Of The World, 
Lewis and law & Order images appear courtesy of LTV HO, © £00? Patfie Productions Limited. © 2D09TCFHE LLC. AH Rights Reserved. 


, m 

freesat 


HD dgitaf TV recorder 


www.ffMdoms.ntt ft www.Joumal-r 


See whata Blu-ray recorder 
can do for you at 
hdeverything.co.uk 

0844 844 3852 


BS85], July ZDD9 


ESaSD, May 2D0? 


RS750, cnetuk 


THE UK'S FIRST BLU-RAY RECORDER 








